
Getting about with social distancing

Today we should learn more about how people can get to work given the advice
that public transport cannot be used by great numbers to avoid the virus
spreading.

I am pressing for more relaxed conditions over parking near to factories and
offices for those who live too far away to walk or cycle. The government
could offer to help Councils financially if they will waive some parking
fees. They should encourage Councils to make more areas available for
commuter parking into towns and cities.

The government should also make money available to Councils to make it easier
for vans and cars to get into and out of urban areas through a series of
measures to increase capacity across junctions and bridges. I have before
identified various proposals to optimise traffic lights, segregate right
turning traffic from the rest, put in more roundabouts and add to road
capacity near and across junctions where the main delays occur.

The economy is relying more and more on van deliveries of on line orders and
will now need to let  more people get to work by vehicle to allow social
distancing from other travellers.

There should also be more discussion of safe working practices in  offices
and factories where people do need to work outside their homes. This will be
based on a combination of greater distancing between people and the provision
of protective clothing.

I would be interested in other ideas to make safe working easier for more
people, so we can begin to rescue our economy and people’s livelihoods from
the damage done by the last few weeks of lock down.
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