General out-patient clinic service
arrangements on National Day

The following is issued on behalf of the Hospital Authority:

The Hospital Authority (HA) spokesman today (September 27) announced
that 14 general out-patient clinics (GOPCs) will provide public holiday GOPC
services on National Day (October 1) (see table below). Patients may book an
appointment either through the telephone appointment system or the "Book
GOPC" function of the HA Go mobile app.

The spokesman reminded members of the public that they should stay
vigilant to personal and environmental hygiene during the public holiday to
avoid spreading diseases. Members of the public who develop respiratory
symptoms should wear a mask and seek medical advice promptly. Apart from
GOPCs of the HA, patients may also consider attending consultations by
private family doctors. To choose a suitable family doctor and related clinic
service, the public can browse the Primary Care Directory of the Health
Bureau at www.pcdirectory.gov.hk.

Moreover, the HA is currently providing seasonal influenza vaccinations
to eligible persons at public hospitals and out-patient clinics. The
spokesman said that eligible patients can receive vaccinations at the time of
their scheduled follow-up appointments at clinics. Patients with a distant
follow-up appointment date may visit or contact the respective clinics for
necessary arrangements. The spokesman emphasised, "High-risk individuals such
as chronic disease patients, the elderly and children may develop severe
complications after an influenza infection, leading to serious illness or
death. Vaccinations can enhance immunity against influenza and greatly reduce
the risk of serious illness or death from infection. Protection will develop
in about two to four weeks after inoculation and last for at least six
months, which would protect members of the public during the winter influenza
season. Members of the public should receive seasonal influenza vaccinations
as soon as possible.”
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