Gas fitter jailed illegal gas work

A self-employed gas fitter has been jailed after working on gas appliances
while unregistered.

Manchester Crown Court heard that in November 2014, Mr Richard Goldthorpe was
served a Prohibition Notice by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) banning
him from carrying out gas work unless he gained the necessary competence and
registered with the Gas Safe Register.

Photo looking at the chimney/flue outlet from the boiler. Incorrect expanding
foam seal around chimney/flue outlet. Potential to crush chimney/flue pipe.
Expanding foam seal observed at flue air inlet joint. No securing screws in
chimney/flue joining coupling.

Picture with notes from Gas Safe Register

An investigation by HSE subsequently found that between 3 March 2018 and 22
March 2019, Mr Goldthorpe undertook work on gas appliances at seven addresses
across England. On one occasion, he used a false name. His unsafe work
featured on the BBC Watchdog programme.

Several defects were found on each gas appliance worked on by Mr Goldthorpe,
including incomplete and defective flue joints, flues not sealed to building
structures, and the dangerous decommissioning of a back boiler; all the

defects identified posed safety risks for the homeowners and their families.

Richard Goldthorpe, of Irwin Road, St Helens pleaded guilty to:
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e Seven separate offences under Section 3 (2) of the Health & Safety at
Work etc Act 1974

e One offence under Regulation 3 (3) of the Gas Safety (Installation and
Use) Regulations 1998

e One offence under Regulation 3 (7) of the Gas Safety (Installation and
Use) Regulations 1998

e One offence under Section 33(1) (g) of the Health & Safety at Work etc
Act 1974.

Whilst on bail awaiting sentence, Mr Goldthorpe undertook further gas work
whilst unregistered and subsequently pleaded guilty to two additional
offences; one under Regulation 3 (3) of the Gas Safety (Installation and Use)
Regulations and one under Section 33(1) (g) of the Health & Safety at Work
etc Act 1974.

Mr Goldthorpe was jailed for 16 months.

Speaking following the hearing, HSE inspector Anthony Banks commented:
“Richard Goldthorpe knowingly defrauded homeowners and purposely misled them
into thinking he was registered with Gas Safe Register.

“Mr Goldthorpe had even been warned on national television that he was
breaking the law. The work he did was unsafe and he put several families at
risk. It is only a matter of chance that no one was seriously harmed.

“All gas work must be done by registered Gas Safe engineers to ensure the
highest standards are met to prevent injury and loss of life. The public
should always ask to see the gas engineer’s identification and check the
registration number online (www.gassaferegister.co.uk) or ring the Gas Safe
Register customer helpline 0800 408 5500.”"

Notes to Editors:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/

3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk

The post Gas fitter jailed illegal gas work appeared first on HSE Media
Centre.
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