
Fourth Plenary Session of the Hong
Kong/Beijing Co-operation Conference
held in Beijing

     The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, and the Mayor of Beijing, Mr Chen
Jining, each joined by their respective delegation, convened the Fourth
Plenary Session of the Hong Kong/Beijing Co-operation Conference in Beijing
today (October 24).

     Mrs Lam said, "Hong Kong and Beijing are core cities of the country,
each with their most distinctive positions and functions. Both cities are
playing important roles in the deepening of economic reform and the
modernisation of the country. Since the establishment of the co-operation
mechanism between Hong Kong and Beijing, in the spirit of mutual benefit, the
two places have broadened and deepened co-operation from where we started,
with economic and trade-related co-operation to other areas of livelihood and
community matters. The Plenary Session today marks a new milestone and a new
chapter in Hong Kong-Beijing co-operation."

     At the meeting, Hong Kong and Beijing reached consensus on the following
eight co-operation areas:

The Belt and Road Initiative, Economic and Trade Co-operation
———————————————————————–

     Both sides would make full use of collaboration platforms such as the
Belt and Road Summit and the seminar on "Strategies and Opportunities under
the Belt and Road Initiative – Leveraging Hong Kong's Advantages", to
strengthen communication and exchanges, as well as practical co-operation
between key enterprises of the two places in legal, finance, accountancy,
construction and other areas. Both sides would also facilitate project
matching, and encourage enterprises of the two places to jointly explore
international business opportunities and open up markets along the Belt and
Road.

Services Industries
———————-

     Hong Kong and Beijing would enhance co-operation in financial
technologies (Fintech) by encouraging exchanges amongst Fintech enterprises
on projects and technical skills, and sharing of innovation experience.

     Representatives from Beijing would attend the Asian Financial Forum held
in Hong Kong to leverage Hong Kong's advantages in the financial services
industry and discuss the latest developments in Asian financial markets, with
a view to enhancing co-operation between the two places in finance,
innovation and entrepreneurship, and facilitating matching for project
investment and financing.
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     The Hong Kong Trade Development Council would form a Hong Kong
delegation of services industries to attend the China Beijing International
Fair for Trade in Services in Beijing and explore co-operation in services
sectors. Both sides would jointly organise the Beijing-Hong Kong Economic
Cooperation Symposium and support deeper co-operation through their economic
and trade activities.

Innovation and Technology
——————————-

     Both sides would continue to encourage universities and research
institutes to enhance innovation and technology co-operation according to
each other's research strengths.

     Top-notch technology enterprises in Beijing would be encouraged to
establish a presence at the two research clusters in Science Park on
healthcare technologies and artificial intelligence/robotics technologies to
be set up in Hong Kong.

Cultural and Creative Industries
————————————

     The two places would continue to initiate cultural exchange and co-
operation. Thematic activities for the cultural industries of Hong Kong and
Beijing would be held through different channels, such as the Beijing-Hong
Kong Economic Cooperation Symposium.

     The two places would enhance exchanges between arts groups. Beijing
Tianqiao Performing Arts Center and the West Kowloon Cultural District of
Hong Kong would enhance co-operation with a view to promoting cultural
performances and exchanges of talents.

Education and Training of Civil Servants
———————————————

     The two places would continue to strengthen co-operation in the joint
operation of education programmes, the establishment of a platform for sister
schools and exchanges of teachers and students.

     The Beijing-Hong Kong University Alliance would organise exchange
activities for higher education institutions of the two places during the
annual Beijing-Hong Kong Economic Cooperation Symposium to promote high-level
exchanges and co-operation between the higher education sectors of the two
places.

     The two places would continue to implement the Agreement on Civil
Service Exchange Programme between Beijing and Hong Kong (2017-2019) and
other related arrangements.

City Management and Public Services
——————————————

     On flood prevention experiences, the two places would continue to take



forward the staff exchange training programme and the sharing of technical
research findings.

     The two places would jointly study the challenges, measures and co-
operation opportunities in environmental pollution management; organise
business-to-business networking sessions for environmental think tanks and
enterprises; enhance urban governance; and promote the sustainable
development of the two cities.

     The two places would share experience in the regulation, prevention and
control of risks, as well as the public monitoring of food and drug safety,
with a view to enhancing the standard of food and drug safety in Hong Kong
and Beijing.

     The two places would share experience relating to healthcare services,
enhance co-operation in the Chinese medicine industry and take forward
health-related activities such as policy analysis and experience sharing by
experts.

     The two sides would encourage the MTR Corporation Limited and relevant
enterprises in Beijing to explore enhanced co-operation in transport-oriented
development, railway operation and maintenance and professional training.

Youth Development
———————-

     The two places would continue to implement dedicated youth exchange
programmes between Hong Kong and Beijing and would support Hong Kong
youths to provide volunteer services for the Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games Beijing 2022.

Facilitation Measures for Hong Kong People in the Mainland
——————————————————————

     The People's Government of the Beijing Municipality would ensure that
policies and measures introduced by the relevant Central authorities to
facilitate the career development of Hong Kong people in the Mainland would
be fully implemented at the local level, so that Hong Kong people in Beijing
could enjoy facilitation in the areas of education, employment, setting up
business, daily living and so on. The People's Government of the Beijing
Municipality would also roll out an advisory services portal to serve Hong
Kong people in Beijing.

     The memorandum of the Fourth Plenary Session of the Hong Kong/Beijing
Co-operation Conference signed by both sides (Chinese only) is in the annex.

     The Fourth Plenary Session of the Hong Kong/Beijing Co-operation
Conference was co-chaired by the Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, and the
Mayor of Beijing, Mr Chen Jining. Officials of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government attending the meeting included the
Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan; the Secretary for Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs, Mr Patrick Nip; the Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development, Mr Edward Yau; the Director of Chief Executive's Office, Mr Chan



Kwok-ki, and other representatives of the relevant bureaux and departments.

     The Deputy Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the
State Council, Mr Song Zhe, and the Deputy Director of the Liaison Office of
the Central People's Government in the HKSAR, Ms Qiu Hong, also attended the
meeting.


