
Forging company fined after
maintenance fitter suffered a fatal
injury

A forging company has been fined after an employee suffered a fatal injury
when he fell from height from a mobile tower scaffold.

Dudley Magistrates’ Court heard that on 19 June 2019, a Stokes Group Limited
employee George Clifford was fatally injured at the company site on Cochrane
Road,  Dudley, West Midlands, after falling from a tower scaffold whilst
dismantling a Eumuco 2000 Tonne Forging Press.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found the company
had failed to have a safe system of work in place for the dismantling of the
forging press and did not provide information, instruction and training for
the task. The mobile scaffold tower was erected without suitable and
sufficient measures namely guard rails to prevent a person falling a distance
liable to cause injury.

Stokes Group Limited of Cochrane Road, Holly Hall, Dudley, West Midlands
pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc
Act 1974. The company was fined £50,000 and ordered to pay costs of
£2,885.20.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Karen Sweeney said. “The incident
could have been prevented if the work had been properly planned, risk
assessed and a safe system of work put in place for the dismantling of the
forging press. When devising a safe system of work, consideration should have
been given to the selection of work equipment for work at height and whether
a mobile tower scaffold was appropriate.

“The incident could also have been prevented had the tower scaffold been
erected with suitable and sufficient measures such as guard rails, to prevent
a person falling a distance liable to cause injury.”

 

 

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
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HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
General guidance of engineering workshops can be found at:4.
hse.gov.uk/pUbns/priced/hsg129.pdf

The post Forging company fined after maintenance fitter suffered a fatal
injury appeared first on HSE Media Centre.
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