
Football stars hail COVID-19 vaccine
as the ‘best defence’ of 2021

Download the film

A host of football players and pundits – past and present – have today
(Saturday 15 May) backed the UK’s COVID-19 vaccination programme with the
‘best defence’ of 2021 accolade, ahead of tonight’s FA Cup final.

Football legends Harry Redknapp, Chris Kamara, Eniola Aluko, Chris Hughton,
Carlton Cole and Jules Breach appear in the short film, choosing their best
defenders of the season so far – with the COVID-19 vaccination programme
coming out on top – and encouraging the public to take-up the jab when
offered.

The film follows the launch of a new national campaign last month, urging
people aged 50 and under to get their vaccine and join the millions of people
who have already received their jabs, as ‘every vaccination gives us hope’.

Former manager and professional player Harry Redknapp said:

I’ve now had both my vaccines – they were so simple and I didn’t
even feel them. It’s no pain but plenty to gain. > The NHS has done
a fantastic job of rolling out the vaccine and it’s amazing that
we’re starting to see the results.

I’d encourage everyone to take up the offer of the vaccine when
they are called. Maguire’s defence might be pretty good, but the
jab is better.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

Our COVID-19 vaccination programme is a testament to the country’s
remarkable NHS and life sciences industry, both of which have
played an integral role in getting the vaccines from lab to jab.

I am hugely grateful to Harry Redknapp, Chris Kamara, Eniola Aluko,
Chris Hughton, Carlton Cole and Jules Breach for lending their
support to help get the UK vaccinated.

When offered, it’s vital people book in their jab – they truly are
our greatest defence against COVID-19 and will help us get even
more fans back watching the sports they love.

Sky Sports presenter and football pundit Chris Kamara said:
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I can’t wait to watch the FA Cup Final and see so many fans on
seats. It’s incredible that we’ve come this far in the pandemic,
and that the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme
has led to this moment.

I would encourage anyone who is offered the jab to step forward to
take it – I already have, and it was so easy. It’s the best way
back to doing the things we love, not least getting back to
watching football the way we know it.

Director of Women’s Football at Aston Villa and former England player Eniola
Aluko said:

It’s great to see more and more people receiving the vaccine,
especially now younger people are becoming eligible.

Vaccines are encouraged and advisable to go back to a more normal
way of life, especially so we can make sure that we see fuller
football stadiums and get back to the sport as we know it.

If you receive your appointment, make your choice to go and you
will be protecting yourself and your friends and family too.

The players have joined the ranks of other high-profile celebrities who have
supported the COVID-19 vaccination programme, including Sir Lenny Henry,
actors Chiwetel Ejiofor and Thandie Newton and TV chef Nadiya Hussain.

The success of the vaccination programme has paved the way for introducing
fans back into stadiums. Following the successful Carabao Cup Final which saw
8,000 fans attend in April, football fans will once again be permitted to
Wembley Stadium for the FA Cup Final as part of the government’s Events
Research Programme.

With 20,000 fans set to attend, the FA Cup Final will be the largest pilot
event to date, forming part of the government’s plan to safely get mass
participation events back this summer.

Tickets for the match are split between home and away fans, as well as Brent
residents and NHS staff. To attend, fans need to provide a COVID-19 negative
certification upon entry to the stadium, following a rapid test taken either
at home or at an Assisted Test Site. Fans are also asked to take a PCR test
immediately before and 5 days after the event to inform the research and
ensure any transmission of the virus is properly monitored.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

Vaccines are saving lives, helping us return to things we love
safely, and ensuring fans can once again take their seats.



As the pinnacle of our science-led Events Research Programme
designed to get fans back in safely, it’s an enormous milestone to
see 20,000 spectators taking their places to cheer on their teams
at the FA Cup Final. This is when the great summer of sport truly
kicks off.

Vaccinated people are far less likely to get COVID-19 with symptoms.
Vaccinated people are even more unlikely to get serious COVID-19, to be
admitted to hospital, or to die from it and there is growing evidence that
vaccinated people are less likely to pass the virus to others.

Data from Public Health England’s real-world study shows the vaccines are
already having a significant impact in the UK, saving more than 11,700 lives
in England by the end of April and preventing 33,000 hospitalisations.

New PHE analysis shows that individuals who receive a single dose of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine have approximately 80% lower risk of death with
COVID-19 compared with unvaccinated individuals. The report also shows
protection against death from the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine rises from
approximately 80% after one dose to 97% after 2 doses.

A separate new PHE report provides further evidence that the vaccine is
highly effective in reducing the risk of hospitalisation, especially in older
ages. For the over 80s, it is estimated that two doses of the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine reduce the risk of hospitalisation by 93%.
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