
Flights disrupted by drone at SW China
airport

More than 200 flights were disrupted due to an unauthorized drone flying
around an airport in southwest China’s Chongqing Municipality Friday evening.

Flights to and from Chongqing Jiangbei International Airport were affected
from 7:20 p.m. Order was restored at 9:37 p.m., but 34 minutes later the
drone appeared again.

More than 40 flights were forced to land at alternative airports, while over
60 were canceled and another 140 were delayed, affecting over 10,000
passengers.

This was the second time an unauthorized drone has caused disruptions at the
airport this week. On Tuesday, 12 flights were forced to land elsewhere.

As privately-owned drones have become increasingly popular in China, several
airports have experienced flight disruptions due to illegal drone activity,
which poses a threat to aviation safety.

In late April, four drones were illegally flown over Chengdu Shuangliu
International Airport in southwest China’s Sichuan Province, which forced 58
flights to land at alternative airports, four flights to return to their
departure airport, and more than 10 to be canceled.

Since February, Kunming Changshui International Airport in Yunnan Province
has reported at least seven drone disruptions. Local police have launched
investigations.
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