
First charter flight departed from
Bangladesh to bring British travellers
home

The British High Commissioner Robert Chatterton Dickson and Bangladesh
Foreign Secretary Masud Bin Momen were present at the Shahjalal International
Airport to observe the return process and speak with departing British
travellers.

Earlier on 18 April, the British High Commission to Bangladesh announced four
charter flights (21, 23, 25 and 26 April) from Bangladesh to bring home 850
British nationals to the United Kingdom.

For these return flights, priority is initially being given to vulnerable
passengers, most at risk from the effects of coronavirus, including the
elderly and those with underlying health conditions.

The flights are intended for British Nationals who are on holiday or are
short-term visitors to Bangladesh. During this process, we will continue to
prioritise vulnerable British nationals most at risk from the effects of
coronavirus. We have undertaken checks to ensure those registering for these
flights are eligible.

We have engaged heavily with the Government of Bangladesh, including the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh and
airport officials, Bangladesh Police, local law enforcement and
administration, to ensure British nationals safe return to the UK.

The UK Government committed up to £75 million to help thousands of British
people return home. We have a responsibility to the UK taxpayer to deliver
value for money so we can put on as many flights as possible. Anyone flying
back to the United Kingdom on a UK Government chartered flight purchased
their ticket. This approach is in line with other countries, who are charging
similar fees for charter flights.

As of 21 April, The UK Government helped [number of British travellers] to
returned home from [number of countries].

The British High Commissioner to Bangladesh Robert Chatterton Dickson said

“I am very pleased that we have today enabled 269 British visitors to
Bangladesh, many of them vulnerable and with underlying health conditions, to
return home to the UK on our first special charter flight, operated by
British Airways. Working with Bangladesh Biman Airlines we were able to
provide a connecting flight from Sylhet, where many of our nationals were
staying. Our next flights will run from Dhaka on 23, 25 and 26 April, again
with a connection from Sylhet.

“I would particularly like to thank the Government of Bangladesh, the Civil
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Aviation Authority of Bangladesh, the management of Hazrat Shahjalal and
Osmani International Airports and Biman Bangladesh Airlines for their
exemplary support in ensuring the safe return of British visitors.

“The British High Commission in Dhaka remains fully operational and we will
continue to provide full consular support to British nationals in
Bangladesh.”

Notes to editor

The charter flights are for UK travellers who normally reside in the UK
and their direct dependants. A number of seats will be reserved for
those deemed vulnerable.

Movement within Bangladesh is currently very restricted. The British
High Commission contacted those who have confirmed seats on the flight
with further details.

Those who are eligible to fly, and when their seat is confirmed, were
sent information on getting to airports and flight itineraries.

The British High Commission continues to provide consular support to any
British nationals who remain in Bangladesh. Support is available 24/7 by
telephone for all routine enquiries and emergencies: +88 02 55668700.

Also, remaining British Nationals can send your consular enquiries
through the contact form

Further information

British High Commission Dhaka
United Nations Road
Baridhara
Dhaka – 1212
Bangladesh

Email: Dhaka.Press@fco.gov.uk

Follow the British High commissioner to Bangladesh on Twitter: @RCDicksonUK

Follow the British High commission Bangladesh on Twitter and Facebook:
@UKinBangladesh and UK in Bangladesh
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