Experts: Good translation vital for
China’'s discourse power

A two-day conference opened in Chongging on Nov. 25 to draw out various views
on how to promote China’s discourse power internationally through enhanced
translation of government documents.

“It is more necessary than ever for China to promote international
communications, to tell its stories to the world and to build its own
political discourse system with Chinese characteristics,” said Li Keyong,
president of Sichuan International Studies University, during the third
conference of its type.

It attracted more than 120 academics from across the nation to discuss how to
create better translations of Chinese government documents.

“The translation of documents and the way of publicity have become two key
aspects in building China’'s discourse system in the international community,”
Li added.

In his speech, Huang Youyi, a member of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and executive vice president of the
Translators Association of China, said that, in the new phase of development,
China was confronted by challenges in regard to translation of Chinese
official documents.

“It is essential that China should interpret Chinese political philosophy,
path and blueprint by itself,” Huang said. “the translation of Chinese
government documents should target readers. On the one hand, the translation
should focus on its original content; on the other hand, it should be
readable.”

Huang noted that China should promote further study of its political
discourse system so as to enhance discourse power in the international
community.

According to Ming Guohui, party secretary of Sichuan International Studies
University, in 2016, it established an Institute for international discourse
studies, aiming at studying on the China’s political discourse system and
cultivating students in a new academic discipline.
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Li Keyong, president of Sichuan International Studies University, speaking
at the conference. [Photo by Gao Zhan / China.org.cn]
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