“Expanding Heathrow in the face of a
climate emergency is the definition of

irresponsible.” say Greens

Responding to the news that Rachel Reeves is backing the expansion of
Heathrow Airport, Green Party MP, Sian Berry MP said,

“The Chancellor talked about the ‘costs of irresponsibility’ but expanding
Heathrow in the face of a climate emergency is the definition of
irresponsible.”

“Worst still, we’'re also expecting formal planning decisions from ministers
on Gatwick and Luton airport expansion, which the Chancellor pre-empted
today. Giving these permissions in the month before vital new advice is
expected from the Climate Change Committee, today’s speech is nothing short
of reckless.

“The carbon cost of expanding Heathrow, Luton, and Gatwick together will
cancel out the benefits of Labour’s keystone clean energy plan, making Net
Zero minister Ed Miliband’s task almost impossible.

“The Chancellor’s stated goal is ‘raising living standards in every part of
the UK’ but more and bigger airports will serve only the very richest
aviation bosses and the most frequent flyers whose wealth doesn’t help
people’s daily lives get better.

“Tackling inequality and building a greener future should go hand in hand.
That must mean investment in warmer homes, green energy and the local
transport people use every day, not these bleak proposals.”
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