
Exercising Brexit freedoms?

Successive Prime Ministers have not used a lot of Brexit talent on the
backbenches.

I raise this now because the current administration is becoming more Remain
establishment with each reshuffle. The new Justice Secretary and new Deputy
PM are both from the Remain stable. The Attorney General and the Chancellor
of the Exchequer are also.

Today the test of Brexit resolve surrounds the EU Retained law Bill. The
Prime Minister has always shown good support for this measure. It passed the
Commons easily with a majority of 71. It is now stuck in the Lords where
there are said to be many critics. If that is so they should be asked to
complete their consideration and amendment of the Bill so the Commons can
reaffirm its support and get it through, with or without use of the
Parliament Act.

The Bill proposes keeping all those EU laws which are valued, where Ministers
should bring forward confirmatory Parliamentary action to cement their
passage into direct UK law. It  allows the EU laws to cease to have effect
where they are not wanted. Some say this is too big a job for the civil
service. I say they know these laws as they were usually very keen to get
them adopted,. Department by Department they can help Ministers winnow out
those laws that  UK Ministers opposed at the time  of their introduction or
thought were unhelpful, and those laws which have been found to be unhelpful
since.
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