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Elise Barbé, FRA Management Board Chairperson



Respect for fundamental rights is essential to rule of law. The work of the
Fundamental Rights Agency, based on data collection and analysis, will be
crucial in this historic health crisis we are currently experiencing. I am
honoured to be able to contribute to it and to participate in the promotion
of fundamental rights as Chair of the agency’s Management Board,” said the
new Chairperson Elise Barbé.

Elise Barbé is the French member of FRA’s Management Board. She has a long
judicial career in France, having worked as a juvenile, family, labour and
criminal court judge. She has also been a French Supreme Court judge since
2014. Apart from that, she has held key positions in the French Ministry of
Justice and in the French General Secretariat for European Affairs
(Secrétariat Général des Affaires Européennes) and regularly lectured on
human rights law and European law.

Sunniva McDonagh is a member of the Irish Human Rights and Equality
Commission (IHREC). She is a Senior Counsel practising at the Bar of Ireland
Chair of the Irish Mental Health Tribunal since 2009. She has previously been
a member of the Penal Strategy Review Group (under Ireland’s Justice and
Equality Department) and a member of the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

The FRA Management Board is the agency’s independent oversight body. It is
responsible for adopting the agency’s multiannual Programming Document, and
its annual Fundamental Rights Report. It monitors the Agency’s operations and
adopts its budget. It also appoints the Agency’s Director, as well as the
members of its Scientific Committee.

The FRA Management Board is composed of one independent member per Member
State, nominated for five years. Members have high-level responsibilities in
national human rights institutions or other public or private sector
organisations.

Two representatives of the European Commission and one independent person
appointed by the Council of Europe also sit on the Board.

Members from North Macedonia and Serbia participate as observers in the work
of the FRA Board. For a complete list of members see the FRA website.

ESMA issues second report on sanctions
under MiFID II

The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA), the EU’s securities
markets’ regulator, has published today its second report on sanctions and
measures imposed under the Markets in Financial Instruments Directive (MiFID
II) by National Competent Authorities (NCAs)
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Overall, in 15 (out of 30) EEA Member States, NCAs imposed a total of 371
sanctions and measures in 2019 of an aggregated value of about €1.8 million.

The Report provides an overview of the applicable legal framework and the
sanctions and measures imposed by NCAs under the MiFID II framework during
the year 2019. Due to differences in the identification of sanctions and
measures for the purpose of the reporting to ESMA and the length of the
enforcement processes, the data does not provide at this time the basis for
detailed statistics, clear trends or tendencies in the imposition of
sanctions and measures.

Next Steps

The information included in this Report will contribute to ESMA’s work aimed
at fostering supervisory convergence in the application of MiFID II.
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EUIPO joins the WIPO Digital Access
Service (DAS)

July 13, 2020 General

EUIPO joins the WIPO Digital Access Service (DAS)

 As from 11/7/2020 the EUIPO will become an Office of First Filing, making
priority documents for designs (RCD) available in DAS.

The WIPO Digital Access Service (DAS) helps you meet the Paris Convention’s
requirements for providing priority and similar documents to participating
offices, without the need to obtain and send multiple certified paper copies
of an application. Instead, simply ask the office where you are claiming the
priority (the Office of Second Filing) to directly download a copy of the
document from DAS.

By agreeing to allow the EUIPO to send a record of your RCD application
(first filing) to WIPO, the EUIPO will provide you with a DAS code that can
be used to claim priority for subsequent filings made with other
participating intellectual property (IP) offices.

To use this feature, applicants should leave the corresponding checkbox
ticked in the EUIPO RCD e-filing form (see below). Upon completing the RCD e-
filing, the DAS code will be provided in the application receipt, which is
generated upon the submission of the application online. The corresponding
DAS code can then be used to claim priority for subsequent filings made to
other IP offices.
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The EUIPO has introduced fast-track changes to its guidelines to reflect this
new service.

The EUIPO will be acting as an Office of Second Filing later in the year,
whereby we will accept priority claims indicated by a DAS code. There will be
no need for the applicant to submit any documents. Instead, the code provided
in the priority claim will allow the EUIPO to request the immediate download
of the priority document registered in DAS.
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