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Statement by the Spokesperson on the
latest developments in Libya

The clashes and escalation of violence in the south of Libya endanger the
political process and put Libyan citizens’ lives at risk.

Libyans deserve peace and stability, and expect all sides to refrain from
violence and take measures to de-escalate the tense situation. Libya’s
political crisis can only be solved through negotiation between all
stakeholders based on a willingness to compromise and by putting the
interests of Libyans first.

The United Nations remains the framework through which the international
community continues to support Libya’'s political settlement. The European
Union is determined to continue supporting this process, including through
the Libya Quartet with the United Nations as well as the African Union and
the Arab League.

Statement on the referendum in Turkey

President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker, High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the European
Commission Federica Mogherini and Commissioner for European Neighbourhood
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations Johannes Hahn issued the following
statement today:

“We take note of the reported results of the referendum in Turkey on the
amendments to the Constitution, adopted by the Turkish Grand National
Assembly on 21 January 2017.
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We are awaiting the assessment of the OSCE/ODIHR International Observation
Mission, also with regard to alleged irregularities.

The constitutional amendments, and especially their practical implementation,
will be assessed in light of Turkey'’s obligations as a European Union
candidate country and as a member of the Council of Europe.

We encourage Turkey to address the Council of Europe’s concerns and
recommendations, including with regards to the State of Emergency. In view of
the close referendum result and the far-reaching implications of the
constitutional amendments, we also call on the Turkish authorities to seek
the broadest possible national consensus in their implementation.”
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Declaration on behalf of the EU on the
15th anniversary of the decision on
the border delimitation by the
Eritrea-Ethiopia

On this day fifteen years ago, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission
(EEBC) communicated its decision regarding the delimitation of the border
between the State of Eritrea and the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.
The EEBC had been established as part of the Algiers peace agreement signed
by the leaders of Eritrea, President Isaias Afwerki, and Ethiopia, late Prime
Minister Meles Zenawi, in Algiers, Algeria on 12 December 2000. The EU signed
as a witness alongside Algeria, the United States of America, the United
Nations and the Organisation of African Unity.

The EU remains deeply concerned that the present stalemate continues to put
regional stability at risk, with potentially negative implications on
international peace and security as well as international trade, and hampers
regional cooperation and development.

The EU is convinced that the parties have all to gain from a full
implementation of the provisions of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary
Commission’s decision. In this regard, the EU encourages all concrete steps
that could lead to finally demarcating the border in accordance with the EEBC
decision and to move to a phase of building constructive and

peaceful relations.

As part of its strong engagement on the Horn of Africa, the EU stands ready
to support the process and any measures that will create conditions for a
mutually beneficial relationship between Eritrea and Ethiopia in the future.
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