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Roaming charges ended in the European Union on 15 June 2017. Europeans
travelling within EU countries will ‘Roam Like at Home’ and pay domestic
prices for roaming calls, SMS and data.  …

On 23 June 2016 citizens of the United Kingdom (UK) voted to leave the
European Union (EU). On 29 March 2017 the UK formally notified the European
Council of its intention to leave the EU by…

Over the past 20 years, the European Union has put in place some of the
highest common asylum standards in the world. And in the past two years,
European migration policy has advanced in leaps and…

‘Europe will not be made all at once, or according to a single plan.It will
be built through concrete achievementswhich first create a de facto
solidarity.’Robert Schuman9 May 1950On 25 March 2017,…

In response to the illegal annexation of Crimea and deliberate
destabilisation of a neighbouring sovereign country, the EU has imposed
restrictive measures against the Russian Federation.Overview…

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker delivered his annual State
of the Union speech at the European Parliament on 14 September 2016, just two
days ahead of the informal meeting of 27…

Enlargement is the process whereby countries join the EU. Since it was
founded in 1957, the EU has grown from 6 member countries to 28.Any European
country that respects the principles of liberty,…
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Statement by Commissioner Vestager on
changes made by Cyprus to national
legislation on tax treatment of
financing companies

Commissioner Margrethe Vestager, in charge of competition policy, said:

“I welcome that the Cypriot authorities have introduced changes to their
national legislation to make it more stringent as regards the tax treatment
of financing companies.

Financing companies provide financial services intra-group and their profit
is the remuneration for their financing activities. This remuneration has to
be in line with the arm’s length principle.

This issue has been one of our key areas of focus since we started looking
into the tax ruling practices of Member States. The Working Paper we
published as part of this review in June 2016 indicated concerns that some
tax rulings for financing companies endorse very low margins and a low
taxable base.

My services have been in constructive contact with the Cypriot authorities on
the issue. I welcome the changes to the Cypriot legislation, which aim to
address concerns raised. They also follow similar changes introduced by
Luxembourg in January 2017 to their national legislation.

These are very positive developments. In order to achieve that all companies
pay their fair share of tax, we also need Member States to be on board and
review their national rules and practice.

At the same time, the Commission cannot prejudge any case-by-case assessment
of tax rulings under EU State aid rules and we will of course stay vigilant
in monitoring the implementation of the amendments.”
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Statement by Commissioner for
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management
Christos Stylianides on the earthquake
in the Aegean Sea

An earthquake has struck the Greek and Turkish coasts in the early hours of
this morning, with initial reports of casualties and damages including on the
island of Kos. 

I convey the EU’s solidarity with the people affected and my deep heartfelt
condolences go to those who have lost loved ones. At this time our thoughts
are also with the first responders, medical staff and people working on the
scene.

The EU offers its full support to help. 

The Commission’s Emergency Response Coordination Centre, which monitors
natural disasters 24/7, is closely following developments and stands ready to
coordinate any assistance requested. 

The EU’s emergency Copernicus satellite mapping system is also available to
help the national civil protection authorities.

Links

 Photos: European Commission’s Emergency response centre

Erklärung von Kommissarin Vestager zu
Änderungen der zyprischen nationalen
Rechtsvorschriften über die
steuerliche Behandlung von
Finanzierungsgesellschaften
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