
Commission publishes guidance on
upcoming new data protection rules

With just over 100 days left before the application of the new law, the
guidance outlines what the European Commission, national data protection
authorities and national administrations should still do to bring the
preparation to a successful completion.

While the new regulation provides for a single set of rules directly
applicable in all Member States, it will still require significant
adjustments in certain aspects, like amending existing laws by EU governments
or setting up the European Data Protection Board by data protection
authorities. The guidance recalls the main innovations, opportunities opened
up by the new rules, takes stock of the preparatory work already undertaken
and outlines the work still ahead of the European Commission, national data
protection authorities and national administrations.

Andrus Ansip, European Commission Vice-President for the Digital Single
Market, said: “Our digital future can only be built on trust. Everyone’s
privacy has to be protected. Strengthened EU data protection rules will
become a reality on 25 May. It is a major step forward and we are committed
to making it a success for everyone.”  

Vĕra Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality,
added:” In today’s world, the way we handle data will determine to a large
extent our economic future and personal safety. We need modern rules to
respond to new risks, so we call on EU governments, authorities and
businesses to use the remaining time efficiently and fulfil their roles in
the preparations for the big day.”

Commission calls on EU governments and data protection authorities to be
ready and provide support

Since the adoption of the General Data Protection Regulation in May 2016, the
Commission has actively engaged with all concerned actors — governments,
national authorities, businesses, civil society — to prepare the application
of the new rules.

Preparations are progressing at various speeds across Member States. At this
stage, only two of them have already adopted the relevant national
legislation. Member States should speed up the adoption of national
legislation and make sure these measures are in line with the Regulation.
They should also ensure they equip their national authorities with the
necessary financial and human resources to guarantee their independence and
efficiency.

The Commission is dedicating EUR 1.7 million to fund data protection
authorities, but also to train data protection professionals. A further EUR 2
million is available to support national authorities in reaching out to
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businesses, in particular SMEs.

New online tool supporting practical application

Knowledge of the benefits and opportunities brought by the new rules is not
evenly spread. There is in particular a need to step up awareness and
accompany compliance efforts for SMEs.

Today, the Commission launches a new practical online tool to help citizens,
businesses, in particular SMEs, and other organisations to comply and benefit
from the new data protection rules.

The Commission will also engage in events organised across the Member States
to help the stakeholders in their preparation efforts and inform the citizens
about the impact of the Regulation.

Recalling the main innovations and new opportunities

The General Data Protection Regulation enables the free flow of data across
the Digital Single Market. It will better protect the privacy of Europeansand
reinforce trust and security for consumers, while at the same time opening up
new opportunities for businesses, especially smaller ones.

The guidance recalls the main elements of the new data protection rules:

One set of rules across the continent, guaranteeing legal certainty for
businesses and the same data protection level across the EU for
citizens.
Same rules apply to all companies offering services in the EU, even if
these companies are based outside the EU.
Stronger and new rights for citizens: the right to information, access
and the right to be forgotten are strengthened. A new right to data
portability allows citizens to move their data from one company to the
other. This will give companies new business opportunities.
Stronger protection against data breaches: a company experiencing a data
breach, which put individuals at risk, has to notify the data protection
authority within 72 hours.
Rules with teeth and deterrent fines: all data protection authorities
will have the power to impose fines for up to EUR 20 million or, in the
case of a company, 4% of the worldwide annual turnover.

Next steps

In the run up to 25 May, the Commission will continue to actively support
Member States, Data Protection Authorities and businesses to ensure the
reform is ready to enter into effect. From May 2018 onward, it will monitor
how Member States apply the new rules and take appropriate action as
necessary. One year after the Regulation enters into application (2019) the
Commission will organise an event to take stock of different stakeholders’
experiences of implementing the Regulation. This will also feed into the
report the Commission is required to produce by May 2020 on the evaluation
and review of the Regulation.
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On 6 April 2016, the EU agreed to a major reform of its data protection
framework, by adopting the data protection reform package, comprising the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) replacing the twenty years old
Directive. On 25 May 2018, the new EU-wide data protection rules will become
applicable, two years after its adoption and entry into force.

In January 2017, the Commission proposed to align the rules for electronic
communications (ePrivacy) with the new world-class standards of the EU’s
General Data Protection Regulation. In September 2017, the Commission
proposed a new set of rules to govern the free flow of non-personal data in
the EU. Together with the already existing rules for personal data, the new
measures will enable the storage and processing of non-personal data across
the Union to boost the competitiveness of European businesses and to
modernise public services. Both proposals still need to be agreed by the
European Parliament and Member States.

For more information

Commission guidance

Q&A

Online tool

Factsheets:

–   Better rules for European businesses

–   Better Data Protection rights for European citizens

–   Next steps before 25 May

–   General Data Protection Regulation: ensuring its enforcement

–   Successful application of the Data Protection Reform: a concerted effort

Slovakia: Commission initiative helps
a low-income region catch up

Prešov’s GDP is rapidly growing but remains well under the EU and Slovak
average. In the framework of the Catching up initiative, Commission and World
Bank experts on the ground will provide tailored support to the region, in
partnership with the Slovak national authorities.

Thanks to this support, by early 2019 the region should have designed and
implemented a solid action plan for economic transformation, including a
series of measures for structural reforms in order to improve the local
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investment environment.

Commissioner for Regional policy Corina Crețu said: “Cohesion Policy makes
sure no region, no one is left behind. We work closely on the ground with
governments and citizens to help them carry out reforms that lead to bright
economic prospects and improved citizens’ quality of life. Today’s initiative
puts this principle in practice: the Prešov region will benefit from tailor-
made support to strengthen its economy for future generations.”

Together, the region and the Commission and World Bank experts will address
the challenges that currently hamper Prešov’s economic development: brain
drain, high unemployment rate, especially for young people, social exclusion,
mismatch between the education offer and the needs of the local labour market
and a lack of cooperation in the field of innovation between the business
sphere, research centres and the regional public university.

At the same time, the action plan will build on the region’s competitive
assets, in line with the national smart specialisation strategy; a unique
position on the border with Poland and Ukraine, important natural and
cultural resources and heritage and potential for tourism as well as the
presence of a faculty of Manufacturing Technologies.

In addition, regional and EU experts will seek to draw funding from the 10
different Cohesion Policy programmes that the region can access, in order to
support this action plan.

Next steps:

The action plan should be ready in March 2018. Its implementation should take
place between the spring of 2018 and March 2019.

Background:

In June 2015, the Commission launched a broad initiative to examine the
factors that hold back growth and investment in low-income and low-growth
regions in the EU.

Low-growth regions have a GDP per capita of up to 90% of the EU average but a
persistent lack of growth, while low-income regions’ GDP per head is growing,
but is still below 50% of the EU average. These regions are home to 83
million inhabitants, i.e. 1 out of 6 EU residents.

A Commission report published in April 2017 detailed the investment needs,
growth determinants, macro-economic framework and need for structural reforms
in these regions (see MEMO 17/895).

A first local pilot initiative was launched in two Polish regions in March
2016, and another one in two Romanian regions shortly afterwards. A first
assessment of the Polish experience showed that the initiative was
successful, while in Romania, the tailored support led to faster and more
efficient use of the available EU funds in the concerned regions.

The initiative is part of the Commission’s wider commitment to provide
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tailored assistance to regions in order to help them improve the way they
manage and invest Cohesion Policy funds (see MEMO 15/4654) and foster more
ownership, coordination and prioritisation in regional investment and
development strategies.
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Macroeconomic imbalances: Council
conclusions on the 2018 alert
mechanism report
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