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On 29 January 2018 the Council decided on a temporary change to the operation
of the public intervention mechanism for skimmed milk powder. It did so by
slightly amending the so-called Fixing regulation, which determines measures
on fixing certain aids and refunds related to the common market organisation
of the markets in agricultural products. The Council decided in particular to
set the quantitative limitation for buying-in skimmed milk powder at a fixed
price at zero tonnes for 2018.

The Council decided today to intervene to stabilise the dairy
markets in 2018. This is in line with our commitment to keep track
of market developments and to make sure that the safety net is used
in a timely and prudent manner, not just to react to market
disruptions, but also to avoid them in the first place whenever
possible.

Rumen Porodzanov, minister of agriculture, food and forestry of the
Republic of Bulgaria and president of the Council

As a consequence of the difficult situation in the dairy markets, public
intervention stocks of skimmed milk powder (SMP) in the EU rose to almost 400
000 tonnes in 2017, thereby risking severe pressure on the market, with a
negative impact on dairy prices.

In order to avoid a drop in prices and a consequent worsening of farmers’
standards of living, the Commission proposed and the Council decided to
forego the automatic buying-in of SMP in a context in which stocks are
already very high. By setting the quantitative limit at zero for 2018,
buying-in at a fixed price will not be activated automatically. However, the
safety net will still function, as the EU will continue to be able to buy-in
SMP through a tendering procedure, and to decide on a case by case basis how
much to buy and at what price level.

The Common Market Organisation (CMO) is a set of rules which regulates
agricultural markets in the European Union. This includes setting the
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parameters for intervening on agricultural markets through market support
instruments (e.g. public intervention and private storage, emergency
measures) and sector-specific support.

The period in which public intervention is open for skimmed milk powder
starts on 1st March and ends on 30 September every year.

The adopted regulation will enter into force on the day following its
publication, scheduled for 31 January 2018.

Visit the meeting page Download as pdf

Government finance statistics – The
extent of contingent liabilities and
non-performing loans in the EU Member
States

Data on contingent liabilities and non-performing loans of EU governments for
the year 2016 have been published today by Eurostat, the statistical office
of the European Union. This publication includes data on government
guarantees, liabilities related to public-private partnerships recorded off-
balance sheet of government and liabilities of government controlled entities
(public corporations) classified outside general government. Contingent
liabilities are only potential liabilities. They may become actual government
liabilities if specific conditions prevail.

Full text available on EUROSTAT website
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank the users that have already
taken the time to fill out the 2017 survey. Their feedback will help us shape
our future objectives and measure our performance in various areas including:

Legal practice
Online tools
European Union trade mark registration
Community design registration
Customer and information services

How you can give us your opinion

The 2017 User Satisfaction Survey has been sent via e-mail to the users of
EUIPO’s services.
Via this link provided, they are able to access a secure web-based
questionnaire which can be completed in any of the five working languages of
the Office (English, Spanish, German, French and Italian) with deadline
February 4.

Are you a EUIPO user and you have not received the e-mail yet?
Get in contact with our information centre staff.

More on our quality management system

User feedback is paramount in all of EUIPO´s activities. That is why our
quality management policy is based on ISO 9001, an international standard for
which organisations need to demonstrate their ability to meet user
expectations and establish continual improvement procedures.

We have been measuring levels of satisfaction with our services and decisions
relating to the registration of trade marks and designs since 2005.

More information on EUIPO´s management system standards.
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Certain data (name, e-mail address, preferred language, media name, media
type) may be disclosed to the press offices of the European institutions, the
Permanent Representations of the Member States and to European Union
agencies, under the conditions laid down in Articles 7 and 8 of Regulation
45/2001.

If there is data which you would not like to be stored, please let us know
at: press.office@consilium.europa.eu
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