
European Union and UN Food and
Agriculture Organization scale up
efforts to boost resilience to food
crises

The European Commission and the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) have strengthened their partnership to boost the
resilience of millions of people struggling with severe and
often prolonged or recurrent food crises around the world. The agreement for
€70 million contribution, signed by Commissioner for International
Cooperation and Development, Neven Mimica, and the Director-General of the UN
Food and Agriculture Organisation, José Graziano da Silva, on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly in New York today, contributes to the Global
Network against Food Crises to promote sustainable solutions to food crises. 

European Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development,
Neven Mimica, said: “Last year, the Global Network against Food
Crises allowed us to take concrete and concerted steps to mitigate food
crises and avert famine in northern Nigeria, South Sudan, Somalia and
Yemen. And we need to scale this up. This additional contribution
of €70 million to the FAO will further bolster our partnership and speed
upthe network’s efforts to tackle hunger globally by strengthening links
between humanitarian, development and peace actors, as recommended by UN
Security Council Resolution 2417”. 

The Resolution condemning the starving of civilians as a method of warfare
signals a shared ambition to prevent and eradicate conflict-induced hunger. 

José Graziano da Silva of the FAO commented:“The EU’s contribution will help
improve the way we detect, prevent and respond to food crises. It will
ultimately make hunger-stricken rural communities stronger in the face of
emerging food crises. Investing in resilience is key to fighting hunger today
and in the future. In view of the magnitude and persistence of food crises,
we need to invest more in resilience interventions and create stronger
alliances withall parties – humanitarian, development and peace actors –
working together to stem hunger.”

The new funding will enable the European Union, the Food
and Agriculture Organisation and their partners to roll out resilience
interventions wherever they are needed; to produce food security and
resilience analyses to better target actions against hunger;
and to strengthen coordination, policy, prevention and response mechanisms at
country and global level to better tackle deepening food
crises. Moreover, the agreement will complement interventions in 12 countries
hit by food crises to address the root causes of hunger.
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The EU contribution comes at a time when conflict and extreme climatic events
are on the rise, leaving millions of people hungry and forcing a record
number of people — 68 million,— to leave their land and homes. Over 120
million people in 51 countries were affected by acute food insecurity in 2017
— that’s 11 million more people than the year before. Acute food insecurity
means hunger so severe that it poses an immediate threat to lives or
livelihoods. 

The European Union, the Food and
Agriculture Organisation and UN World Food Programme launched the Global
Network against Food Crises at the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016. Having
begun with three founding partners two years ago, the Network is
expanding and aims to become the engine behind promoting closer coordination
between humanitarian and development agencies and peace actors.

This agreement builds on previous successful EU-FAO partnerships and
interventions, and is a testimony to the organisations’ continued efforts to
build resilience to food crises for all – at family, community and country
level.

More information

FAO and the EU

UN resolution 2417

Global Report on Food Crises 2018

FAO’s work to build resilience

FAO’s emergency work – responding to crises

France, Germany, Belgium and Spain
call for the creation of a European
Judicial Counter-Terrorism Register

The Hague, 21 June 2018

On 20 and 21 June, the annual seminar on counter-terrorism, organised by
Eurojust, took place. This year, Mr François Molins, District Chief
Prosecutor of the Court of Paris, Mr Frédéric Van Leeuw, Federal Prosecutor
of Belgium, and Ms Joëlle Milquet, Special Advisor to the President of the
European Commission on the support to victims of terrorist attacks,
participated in the discussions.

The conference focussed on two themes: the judicial response to persons
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returning to Europe from the combat zones in Iraq and Syria, and the support
to victims of terrorist attacks.

A joint declaration by the Ministers of Justice of France, Germany, Belgium
and Spain ( FR | DE | ES ) was distributed in the margins of the conference.
It called for the reinforcement of the sharing of information with Eurojust
on current investigations and convictions for terrorist offences.

Given the persistent terrorist threat that concerns the whole of the European
territory, strong cooperation between judicial authorities within the
European Union is actually indispensable. The Ministers call for the creation
of a European Judicial Counter-Terrorism Register that will make it possible
to proactively establish possible links between cases and to identify
coordination needs for the investigations. The legal basis for working
together is already in place (Council Decision 2005/671/JHA), which should be
systematically applied in all Member States.

Mr François Molins said: The quality of judicial cooperation in criminal
matters is a big challenge. We cannot work in silos in our countries anymore.
We need an overall approach. To strengthen and bolster judicial cooperation,
we need to go through Eurojust, the only European agency able to do that. […]
Sharing information is also a major challenge in cooperation. Centralisation
of information allows us to double-check it proactively and coordinate
actions upstream. The more we share, the better we are able to intervene and
distribute the workload between Member States in a smarter way.

Intensive coordination of the investigations after the Paris terrorist
attacks

Between 2014 and 2017, there was a sixfold increase (from 14 to 87) in
terrorist cases registered at Eurojust, including following the terrorist
attacks on the Thalys train, Brussels, Nice, Berlin, Stockholm and Barcelona.
Those cases are not only larger in number but also growingly complex and, in
contrast to terrorism investigations before 2014, involve many different
States. For example, in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in Paris and
Saint-Denis on 13 November 2015, Eurojust opened a case that, in addition to
France, involved another 14 Member States and the USA. Numerous coordination
meetings have since been held in Austria, Paris and The Hague. The
collaboration uncovered possible links between the investigations into the
attacks in Paris and other terrorism cases. As a result, two suspects
arrested in Austria and one detained in Germany were successfully surrendered
to the French authorities (click on image to enlarge).

A solid response to returning foreign terrorist fighters

Since 2013, Eurojust supports prosecutors to build solid cases against
foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs). During the two-day meeting, the
discussions centred on the various challenges that prosecutors face in this
regard, such as digital evidence, the use of the specific crime of
participation in the activities of a terrorist group, the prosecution of non-
combatant women, the judicial response to returning minors, and obtaining
battlefield information in a way that makes it admissible as evidence in
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court. In most Member States, returning FTFs who are found guilty face
imprisonment.  

Mr Frédéric Van Leeuw, Federal Prosecutor, Belgium, said: The majority of the
2013 and 2014 returnees are young people. What position should we adopt,
after they have gone a path not compatible with the values of our society, as
they have collaborated actively with terrorist groups? […] We have to respect
the 1989 Children’s Convention, and not separate children from their mothers.
Eurojust can unite different authorities and find common procedures in
accordance with the fundamental values of our societies.

Giving priority to the rights of victims of terrorist attacks

Assistance and support to victims of terrorism are key elements of the
European Union’s counter-terrorism efforts. Eurojust has been assisting in a
number of investigations into recent terrorist attacks in which support to
victims was a major aspect of the international judicial cooperation efforts.

Ms Joëlle Milquet, Special Advisor to the President of the European
Commission on the support to victims of terrorist attacks, said: We need an
integrated approach at EU level and we have to set minimum standards, promote
best practice, take pragmatic measures and adapt the existing directives. A
common, precise definition of victims or of compensation to victims is
required and one single focal point at national level. We can have a more
structured coordination by involving other stakeholders, such as Eurojust and
Europol.

Background

Eurojust’s mission is to unite the community of thousands of practitioners
who, every day, everywhere in Europe, work hard to fight all forms of
criminality, and combine their efforts to make Europe a more secure and just
place. Just in the past year, 4 400 national prosecutors and senior law
enforcement officials came from all Member States, from 30 different legal
systems, seeking solutions to very concrete problems, such as how to
coordinate different prosecutions against the same terrorist suspects, to
avoid gaps, overlapping or conflict of jurisdictions, or to create a joint
investigation team.

Eurojust’s meetings on counter-terrorism were launched in June 2001. Unlike
coordination meetings organised in the framework of ongoing investigations
supported by Eurojust, Eurojust’s meetings on counter-terrorism bring
together judicial and law enforcement authorities dealing with terrorism
matters and concentrate on a particular terrorist phenomenon or a specific
aspect of the criminal justice response to terrorism.

More information

Infographics on the coordination through Eurojust of counter terrorism cases:
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European Week of Sport, 23-30
September

The news:

This year the fourth edition of the European Week of Sport will take place
from 23-30 September 2018. This EU initiative is a Europe-wide campaign
(#BeActive) to inspire people to practise sport and, more broadly, to be
active in their everyday lives.

Starting with the official opening in Vienna on 22 September, people will be
invited to join sport events and activities organised all over Europe. For
the first time, countries from the Western Balkans will also be part of the
European Week. Activities will range from small local sport gatherings to
national tournaments and pan-European events. Different days will be
dedicated to practising sport in a specific setting, such as at school or at
the workplace, outdoors and in sport clubs or fitness centres. A network of
partners supported by a team of well-known national and European sport
ambassadors will promote the events around Europe.

The background:

The European Week of Sport is a response to encourage all Europeans to get up
and #BeActive. It is a truly European movement that began in 2015 and has
inspired millions of people in 32 countries to #BeActive in their everyday
lives.

There is a real need to inspire Europeans to exercise more and make everyone
aware of the importance of physical activity. Of all Europeans 59% never or
seldom practice or play sport, while 37% sit more than 5.5 hours a day.  

The event:

In the presence of Tibor Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Youth, Sport
and Culture, this year’s opening ceremony will be held alongside Austria’s
Day of Sport in Vienna’s Prater Park on 22 September 2018.

The sources:

The European Week of Sports 2018 website

 What is the EU doing for sport?

Tartu Call for a Healthy Lifestyle

Eurobarometer on sport and physical activity
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Indicative programme – Competitiveness
Council, 27 and 28 September 2018

Place:       
Europa building, Brussels

Chairs:     

Margarete Schramböck, Federal Minister for Digital and Economic Affairs of
Austria
Heinz Faßmann, Federal Minister for Education, Science and Research of
Austria

All times are approximate and subject to change

THURSDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2018
+/- 09.00
Arrivals

+/- 09.30
Doorstep by Minister Schramböck

Internal Market and Industry

+/- 10.00
Roundtable
Adoption of the agenda

+/- 10.15
Competitiveness check-up

+/- 11.00
Artificial intelligence and robotics (public session)

Any other business (public session)
– Outcome of the informal competitiveness ministers meeting of 15-16 July
2018

+/- 13.00
Any other business (not in public session)
– Implementation of the DSM e-commerce initiatives
– Communication: a retail sector fit fr the 21st century
– Outcome of a conference on EU single market
– Outcome of the Single Market Forum

Adoption of legislative A items (public session)
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Adoption of non-legislative A items

+/- 13.30
MFF in the light of competitiveness (informal lunch debate)

+/- 15.15
Press conference (live streaming from JL building press room)

FRIDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER 2018
+/- 08.30
Arrivals

+/- 08.45
Doorstep by Minister Faßmann

Research

+/- 10.00
Roundtable

+/- 10.00
Horizon Europe Package: (public session)
– Framework programme
– Specific programme

+/- 13.00
Horizon Europe Package (lunch debate)

+/- 15.00
Strategic planning process (public session)

+/- 16.30
Press conference (live streaming from JL building press room)

Download as pdf

Enterprise and industry Single market Research & technological development

Speech by Climate Action and Energy
Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete at
the Global Wind Summit

Distinguished guests,
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be with you here in Hamburg for what I consider one of
the most important events in the renewable energy calendar of the year.

Hamburg is a good place for your event, not only because Germany continues to
be the biggest market for wind; but also because it is firmly anchored in the
North Sea region which we consider to be the test bed for regional
cooperation on renewables. And the presence of the Ministers of Denmark and
Norway underline the relevance of this idea.

The timing of this year’s event is particularly interesting – as we look to
finalise new rules on the EU regulatory framework for energy policy and set
the longer-term perspective for a low carbon and climate neutral economy in
Europe.

Your sector, the wind industry, is without a doubt one of the main pillars of
the clean energy transition today.

In recent years, as costs have come down, we have seen renewable generation
capacity grow steadily by 8 or 9% every year. Wind power is making an
impressive contribution to this growth. The installed wind capacity grew by
14.8 GigaWatts in 2017 bringing the EU installed capacity up to 169 GW by the
end of 2017.

This has turned the industry into an important source of growth and job
creation. We estimate that the renewables sector represented more than 1.4
million jobs in the EU in 2016 and that more than 300 000 out of these were
in the wind sector. And this continues to rise.

In my speech today, I would like to cover three main issues relating to the
future of the renewables sector and wind in particular.

Firstly, the state of play as regards the Clean Energy for All Europeans
package, secondly, how do we ensure an investment framework that supports the
energy transition and thirdly, how we intend to show the direction in the
longer term through our Long-term strategy.

So let me start with an update on the Clean Energy for All Europeans package,
which we proposed in November 2016. This package aims at adapting our
regulatory framework to enable Europe to lead the clean energy transition and
to deliver on our Paris Agreement commitments. Sustaining our ambition of
being a world leader for Renewables is closely linked to that.

I am therefore very satisfied that just before the summer break we managed to
get a political agreement on our proposals on renewables, efficiency and
governance which, in my view, lives up to this ambition.

Allow me to draw your attention to a number of key points in the new rules
that we have negotiated.

For Renewables, we agreed with Parliament and Council on a binding overall
target of at least 32% at EU level for 2030. To put this into perspective for



the power market, we expect that this would result in around 55% of
electricity from renewables by 2030. This highlights that renewables
technology will be the major player in the years ahead. However, the revised
rules aim to seize the potential for renewables also in other sectors, such
as transport and heating and cooling.

But the revised Renewables Directive is much more than just a target. It
contains a comprehensive set of measures across sectors in order to
facilitate the deployment of renewable energy in a cost-effective way in the
EU. Our objective is to further Europeanise renewable energy policy,
including by clarifying conditions for support and encouraging cross-border
renewables projects. I will revert to this point in a few minutes.

Administrative procedures have been simplified. We have made important steps
for consumer empowerment by fixing for the first time at EU level a clear and
stable regulatory framework on self-consumption. This will allow self-
consumers, individually or as part of a renewable energy community, to fully
participate in the market without being subject to disproportionate charges
or procedures. There is also a clear requirement to remove regulatory
barriers to long-term renewables power purchase agreements and to facilitate
their uptake.

The ambition to see Europe as a world leader for renewables is also sustained
through our new Governance Regulation. This will serve as the architecture
for the Energy Union and mechanism for achieving the Union’s 2030 objectives,
with Member States being required to outline a national strategy and submit
national plans on how to achieve these targets. And, in order to ensure that
these plans reflect not just a national perspective, but also a more
strategic view, the Commission will be able to recommend adjustments to these
national plans in order to maximise consistency and coordination across the
EU.

Our revised energy efficiency legislation also contains provisions aiming at
further encouraging deployment of renewables, especially in the buildings
sector, which has a very significant potential for decarbonisation.

Last but not least, the market design legislation. Achieving the clean energy
transition will require important transformation of the energy system
characterized by more variable renewable energies, greater decentralization
and digitalization. The new electricity market design proposals will enable
these developments and encourage the deployment of renewables.

Indeed, it will make the market fit for the growing share of renewable energy
by providing greater flexibility of the power system and appropriate price
signals.

Needless to say that the higher level of ambition that we have just agreed
for renewables will make it all the more urgent to come to a rapid and
ambitious agreement on modernised market rules.

And I remain optimistic that we can reach a political agreement on these
files by the end of the year, under the Austrian[1] Presidency.
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At the same time we will only be able to reach the more ambitious targets
agreed upon if we can attract the necessary investment – and most of it will
have to come from the private sector. Let me therefore turn to the second
issue I wanted to cover today, which is what we are doing to promote
investment more directly.

First, the revised Renewables Directive includes various elements, which,
taken together, should ensure a more stable development of the investment
framework for renewables than we have seen in the past.

In addition to the ambitious target of at least 32% itself, this concerns
foremost the clear rules on support schemes. While being based on market
mechanisms to avoid over-compensation, we have enshrined the key principle in
legislation that support should be predictable and stable, with no
retroactive changes.

This draws the lesson of past and sometimes painful experience with ill-
designed support schemes and support scheme changes and ensures these aren’t
repeated. I would say that also with regard to support schemes, our learning
curve has been steep.

With the same objective to increase predictability, we have introduced an
obligation for Member States to publish and regularly update long-term
schedules for auctions, including eligible technologies.

And these long-term schedules brings me to another key element for the 2030
framework, namely the National Energy and Climate Plans under the Governance.
We want them to be specific and provide the necessary background for the
industry to invest in new capacity. But they could also include plans for
renewables assets that reach the end of life before 2030.

As a very important element, we have also requested that these national plans
will be part of a public consultation with key stakeholders, such as
yourselves. We need to see in the plans policies and measures to achieve the
national contribution to the binding EU-level 2030 target for renewable
energy and the related trajectories as well as measures for financial
support.

But it is not only through Regulation that we seek to facilitate the
necessary investment. We are also determined to support the energy transition
more strongly through our own spending in the future. Our proposal for the
next Multiannual Financial Framework- the new 7-year EU budget – underlines
that ambition.

Horizontally, we have proposed to increase the climate mainstreaming target
from 20% in the current period to 25 % in the next. That means that over the
entire budget, one in four Euros is to be spent on climate change adaptation
and mitigation, at the heart of which lies the clean energy transition.

In absolute terms, Cohesion Funding is likely to be the biggest contributor.
Low Carbon Investments are kept as priority for Member States with a higher
ring-fencing of 30%. Crucially, there is to be a strong link between future



spending and the Clean Energy Package. Funding will be conditional on Member
States meeting certain conditions, including that they do not fall below
their 2020 renewables targets throughout the programming period.

Of particular relevance to your industry, as the successor to the European
Fund for Strategic Investments, the new Invest EU Fund will give 11.5 billion
EURO into a Sustainable Infrastructure window to unlock private investment
through financial instruments and tailor-made products. We can expect the
wind sector to continue to be an important beneficiary of this.

I will not go through all other programs supporting the clean energy
transition for lack of time, but just want to touch briefly upon the future
Connecting Europe Facility in the Energy sector. Here our goal is to focus
our means, which we have proposed to double compared to the current MFF, even
more on enabling the clean energy transition. On the one hand by completing
an electricity grid that can cope with 55%, or more, of renewables in 2030;
and on the other hand by opening up the possibility to support directly
cooperation in renewables deployment between Member States or at regional
level with up to 865 million €. As proposed, this new instrument will provide
technical assistance, grants for studies and grants for works for projects
that are part of a Member States’ cooperation mechanism.

All of this cannot replace private investment but can help to stimulate it,
and we therefore hope for rapid progress in negotiations with co-legislators
to finalise these files.

And this brings me to my third and final point. Ultimately, the best recipe
for a positive investment climate is long-term visibility and clarity on the
direction we are taking. This is the purpose of the Long-term strategy that
we are currently working on.

Both the European Council and the European Parliament asked us to develop
this strategy. A public consultation is currently ongoing until 9 October,
and I would invite all of you who haven’t done so yet to contribute. We are
determined to put our strategy forward in November this year, ahead of COP24
in Katowice in December.

The strategy will take a holistic look at the transitions necessary in key
sectors of the economy, with the energy system – which is responsible for
around 75% of Greenhouse Gas emissions – playing a central role. It will look
at power, buildings, transport, industry and agriculture sectors, including
possibilities of sectoral integration to increase the overall efficiency. It
will also provide useful insights for industries on technology and Research
and Innovation needs, on economic and social aspects, security of supply
issues, or co-benefits for health.

The Long Term Strategy has to be consistent with the Paris Agreement. This
implies developing emission reduction scenarios limiting global average
temperature rise to well below 2°C, but also exploring scenarios aiming at
limiting warming to 1.5°C. Such objectives imply emission reductions in 2050
for the EU ranging from -80% to -100%.



The objective will not be to select a preferred scenario but rather to look
at common trends and challenges.

Clearly, electrification is such a common trend and will play a fundamental
role in decarbonisation. All projections show that the share of electricity
from renewable origin will increase further in scenarios leading to carbon
neutrality in 2050. The share of electricity in EU energy demand could go up
to 27% in 2030 and close to 50% in 2050. Of this, at least 80% would come
from renewable sources.

Other solutions than electricity will be needed in sectors such as freight
transport or for certain industrial processes.

But it is entirely clear that a fully decarbonised, largely renewables-based
power system, will be fundamental also for our decarbonisation efforts in a
long-term 2050 perspective.

 

And this brings me back to the beginning, and the importance of this
conference.

I see this importance not only in the dialogue between the wind industry and
politics, but at least as importantly this dialogue needs to include civil
society at large.

The energy transition will bring about a deep transformation of our economic
model with societal impacts beyond the purely economic. This is why it needs
to be inclusive and why we need to invest time and effort into continued
broad public support.

In this regard the wind industry has valuable experience to share. Be it with
models that allow citizens to share in the benefits of new developments. Or
be it in finding ways how to reconcile sometimes competing but ultimately
reconcilable objectives, such as renewable energy development and nature
protection.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is in this sense that we chose the programmatic
title “Clean Energy for AllEuropeans” for our policy proposals. I believe
that this conference will contribute to making this happen.

Thank you.

[1] [NB The Director-General of the Austrian Energy Ministry is scheduled to
be present]
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