
European Council conclusions on EU-UK
relations, 15 October 2020

II. EU-UK relations
4. The European Council recalls that the transition period will end on 31
December 2020 and notes with concern that progress on the key issues of
interest to the Union is still not sufficient for an agreement to be reached.

5. The European Council reaffirms the Union’s determination to have as close
as possible a partnership with the United Kingdom on the basis of the
negotiating directives of 25 February 2020, while respecting the previously
agreed European Council guidelines, as well as statements and declarations,
notably those of 25 November 2018, in particular as regards the level playing
field, governance and fisheries.

6. Against this background, the European Council invites the Unionʼs chief
negotiator to continue negotiations in the coming weeks, and calls on the UK
to make the necessary moves to make an agreement possible.

7. As regards the Internal Market Bill tabled by the UK government, the
European Council recalls that the Withdrawal Agreement and its Protocols must
be fully and timely implemented.

8. The European Council calls upon Member States, Union institutions and all
stakeholders to step up their work on preparedness and readiness at all
levels and for all outcomes, including that of no agreement, and invites the
Commission, in particular, to give timely consideration to unilateral and
time-limited contingency measures that are in the EUʼs interest.

9. The European Council will remain seized of the matter.
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