
EU negotiations

There is one simple rule for UK negotiators seeking a Free Trade Deal with
the EU. We do not need to pay to trade. We do not need to accept restrictions
and controls on our conduct in order to buy imports from the EU, any more
than the USA or Canada or Japan do.

A Free Trade deal is of great benefit to the EU, giving them privileged
access to our large and lucrative market for their food and goods. They have
promised one in the signed Political Declaration. They know what an FTA looks
like, having recently signed ones with Canada and Japan.

I trust the UK negotiators will table a draft FTA based on the best of Japan
and Canada with suggested improvements given our tariff free starting point.

We need to take back control of our fish. They should not be offered up as a
further sacrifice to secure a Free Trade Agreement.

There is no need for the negotiations to take longer than this year if there
is good will on both sides. The UK can show its good will by tabling the
proposal soon. If the EU is decent and wants to keep its word all will be
well.
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