
Press release: Tamworth angler fined
for obstruction after fishing
illegally

On 7 March 2017 at Nuneaton Magistrates’ Court, Michael Hawkeswood of
Ealingham, Wilnecote was fined £286 for wilfully obstructing a constable in
the execution of his duty, with costs of £172 and a victim surcharge of £30
imposed after a prosecution by the Environment Agency.

Mr Hawkeswood also faced charges of fishing without a rod licence, failing to
state his name when addressed by an Environment Agency enforcement officer
and using behaviour that is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress. Mr
Hawkeswood received no additional penalty for these charges.

The offences took place on 21 August 2016 at Pooley Park Pools, Polesworth.
Mr Hawkeswood was convicted in his absence.

Andrew Eardley of the Environment Agency said:

The majority of anglers fish legally and purchase a rod licence.
With an annual licence costing £30 it seems ridiculous that anglers
risk a significant fine.

The minority of anglers that fail to buy a rod licence are cheating
their fellow anglers and the future of the sport. Rod licence
cheats risk a criminal conviction, a significant fine and could
lose their fishing equipment.

It’s good to see that the courts take instances of obstruction
against enforcement officers seriously and that offenders are
prosecuted.

Money from rod licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is used
to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers including
protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease; restoring fish
stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and fish habitat
improvements. Rod licence money is also used to fund the Angling Trust to
provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in the
sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence to fish for salmon, trout,
freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England. Buying a rod licence is easy,
simply visit www.gov.uk/fishing-licences/buy-a-fishing-licence.
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Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency hotline, 0800 80 70 60. Information on
illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported anonymously to
Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.

Transparency data: HMNB Devonport
maintenance dredging variation

On 6 March 2017 the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) announced a new
disposal site was open for marine licence applications for the disposal of
dredged material. The MMO has now varied the Defence Infrastructure
Organisation’s (DIO) licence, which licences the navigational maintenance
dredging in and adjacent to Her Majesty’s Naval Base (HMNB) Devonport,
Plymouth.

The variation has changed the disposal site from Rame Head South (PL031) to
Plymouth Deep (PL035). Due to increased regulatory burden surrounding the
Rame Head South disposal site and in light of the continued requirement for
dredging and disposal operations, the MMO has been working with the main
users of the site in leading a disposal site characterisation study to
identify an optimal, sustainable alternative site for long-term dredged
material disposal operations within the River Tamar and Plymouth Sound area.
Further information on the South West Disposal Site Characterisation Project.

The marine licence for the maintenance dredge at HMNB Devonport allows DIO to
complete one maintenance dredge campaign of the dockyard’s critical areas
between now and March 2017. The dredge is required in order to maintain the
operational capacity of the Naval Base.

The MMO has now determined the application and a copy of the licence and the
supporting assessments have been attached for reference.

Further Information

All marine licence applications are available from the marine licensing
public register.

Contact information

Marine Licensing Team

Telephone: 0300 123 1032

Email: marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk
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News story: Licence variation for
South West disposal

This follows the announcement that the new disposal site is open for marine
licence applications for the disposal of dredged material.

The Defence Infrastructure Organisation’s (DIO) licence has now been varied
to change disposal activities to Plymouth Deep. The variation changed the
disposal site from Rame Head and conditions referencing Rame Head South have
been amended.

No changes to the dredging methodology have been made. The marine licence for
the maintenance dredge at HMNB Devonport allows DIO to complete one
maintenance dredge campaign of the dockyard’s critical areas between now and
the end of March 2017.

Press release: East coast surge
prompts people to sign up for flood
warnings

More than 2,000 people in Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire signed up for
flood warnings in just two days when flooding threatened the east coast in
January.

The number of local registrations jumped by 7 per cent, Environment Agency
figures have shown.

Nearly all the new sign-ups occurred on Thursday 12th and Friday 13th January
2017 when forecasters predicted that high tides combined with weather
conditions could cause widespread coastal flooding.

Fortunately the event passed without flooding any homes in either county, but
the Environment Agency is reminding everyone to sign up, as figures show that
only 18 per cent of the total number of properties at risk in the area are
fully registered.

Anyone can check whether they are at risk and register for warnings by
calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188. You can also make sure your contact
details are up-to-date and choose how you’d prefer to be contacted – by
mobile, text, landline or email – if flooding was expected.
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Ben Thornely, Area Incident Manager, said:

We’re glad to see people listened to our advice during the surge.
It means another 2,000 families will have early warning should
flooding be expected – early warning that could give them extra
time to protect themselves and their homes.

That’s why we’re encouraging everyone to sign up now – before the
next surge or storm.

The service is free, and it’s the most simple, specific and timely
way to find out when you’re at risk. You can tell us how best to
reach you with vital information that’s updated every 15 minutes.

All it takes is a simple phone call or you can visit
www.gov.uk/flood to find out more.

Notes for editors:

In January, the amount of fully-registered properties increased by 7 per
cent, from 28,500 to 30,500.

However, only 18% (30,500) of the 169,500 of properties at flood risk in
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire are registered with Floodline.

People who proactively contact Floodline to provide their contact
details and preferred method of contact are considered to be fully-
registered.
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2017 when forecasters predicted that high tides combined with weather
conditions could cause widespread coastal flooding.

Fortunately the event passed without flooding any homes in either county, but
the Environment Agency is reminding everyone to sign up, as figures show that
only 18 per cent of the total number of properties at risk in the area are
fully registered.

Anyone can check whether they are at risk and register for warnings by
calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188. You can also make sure your contact
details are up-to-date and choose how you’d prefer to be contacted – by
mobile, text, landline or email – if flooding was expected.

Ben Thornely, Area Incident Manager, said:

We’re glad to see people listened to our advice during the surge.
It means another 2,000 families will have early warning should
flooding be expected – early warning that could give them extra
time to protect themselves and their homes.

That’s why we’re encouraging everyone to sign up now – before the
next surge or storm.

The service is free, and it’s the most simple, specific and timely
way to find out when you’re at risk. You can tell us how best to
reach you with vital information that’s updated every 15 minutes.

All it takes is a simple phone call or you can visit
www.gov.uk/flood to find out more.

Notes for editors:

In January, the amount of fully-registered properties increased by 7 per
cent, from 28,500 to 30,500.

However, only 18% (30,500) of the 169,500 of properties at flood risk in
Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire are registered with Floodline.

People who proactively contact Floodline to provide their contact
details and preferred method of contact are considered to be fully-
registered.
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