
Press release: Arrests made following
dawn raids

Today (Thursday 20 April 2017), the Environment Agency and police carried out
5 dawn raids following an in-depth investigation into illegal dumping of
waste. There were 2 people arrested pending further enquiries. A third person
will also be helping Environment Agency officers with their enquiries.

Enforcement action took place at 5 separate addresses in Staffordshire,
Herefordshire and Hertfordshire this morning following an investigation into
illegal dumping of 20,000 – 25,000 tonnes of waste at 17 sites across the
Midlands, North West and North East.

More than 25 Environment Agency investigators, supported by over 20 police
officers from Staffordshire, West Mercia, Warwickshire and Hertfordshire
Police forces were in action at suspects’ homes and business addresses
seeking evidence as part of Operation Cesium.

The investigation will now continue with the evidence seized today. This
investigation is expected to continue for many more months.

Paul Clarke, lead investigator in the Environment Agency’s National
Investigation Team, said:

The Environment Agency takes waste crime seriously and we will
persistently pursue those suspected of illegally dumping waste.

In this case we have 17 landowners and communities blighted by
significant amounts of dumped waste. We’ve already seen some of
these sites catch fire, causing significant impact on communities,
the environment and our emergency services partners who have to
tackle them.

Illegal waste activity of the likes we’re investigating here
diverts £1billion from legitimate businesses and the treasury, and
at the Environment Agency we do everything we can to bring those
responsible to account.

This investigation has been ongoing since last summer and enquiries will
continue to examine the evidence to determine the full extent of the
suspected offences.

The Environment Agency takes waste crime extremely seriously. This is a live
and complex investigation, anyone with further information should contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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Scheduled network maintenance | 22-23
April

This weekend a major upgrade to network services at our Keyworth office is
taking place. Most web and information services will remain available
throughout the duration of the work but there may be short interruptions to
services at any time during Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 April. The services
subject to possible interruption include the main website, the online shop,
all our hosted sites such as OneGeology, all our webservices and some mobile
app functionality.

Notice: TW9 4AB, Thames Water
Utilities Limited: environmental
permit issued

The Environment Agency publish surrenders that they issue under the
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the surrender letter, decision document and site
condition report evaluation template for:

Operator name: Thames Water Utilities Limited
Installation name: Kew Biothane Plant
Permit number: EPR/BX7738IR/S004

Notice: B15 2SQ, Gifford Bioscience
Limited: environmental permit
application advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for
Radioactive Substances Activity. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement
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These notices explain:

what the application is about
which Environment Agency office you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

Policy paper: River Thames Scheme:
environmental surveys

The surveys required in 2017 include continued groundwater monitoring at a
number of agreed locations together with a range of ecological, habitat and
archaeological surveys.
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