Official Statistics: Joint Forest
Sector Questionnaire: Final 2016 data

This release contains the data on UK wood production, imports and exports to
be submitted to international organisations for the production of
international statistics on forest products.

Official Statistics: Woodland Carbon
Code statistics: data to September
2017

This release provides quarterly statistics on projects registered under the
Woodland Carbon Code. The Woodland Carbon Code is a voluntary standard,
initiated in July 2011, for woodland creation projects that make claims about
the carbon they sequester (take out of the atmosphere). All projects must be
placed on the Register of UK Woodland Carbon Projects. Their claims about
potential carbon sequestration are validated by an independent certification
body. Validated projects are then verified on a regular basis to confirm the
progress of carbon sequestration.

National Statistics: Food statistics
pocketbook 2017

Updated: Added request for feedback link to the Global and UK supply chapter.

This annual publication provides a round-up of statistics on food covering
the economic, social and environmental aspects of the food we eat (excluding
agriculture). It contains sections on:

e the food chain
e prices and expenditure
e global and UK supply
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Accompanying data sets and data sources

The information in the pocketbook comes from previously published government
surveys run by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and the Department
for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)

and a wide range of other sources including government agencies and
commercial organisations. The publication carries the National Statistics
logo but is a combination of National Statistics and other statistics.

Those which are National Statistics are identified as being so. Data quality
varies among the many data sources and where possible an indication is
included in bullet points. For more information see the data set that
accompanies each chapter of the main publication.

Data uses

Researchers put this data to a wide range of uses spanning from informing
decisions on the general public’s choices through to local food policy
making. It is often used for statistics on the food industry,

on food prices, on balance of diet, international comparisons and food
production to supply ratio.

Next update: see the statistics release calendar

Please answer 4 short questions (opens in Google Forms) to help us make the
pocketbook better for you.

HTML format
We've published this year’s food statistics pocketbook as a HTML publication.

We would like your feedback on this new approach and if you think there is
anything we can improve? You can contact us via email or Twitter.

Defra statistics: family food

Email
familyfood@defra.gsi.gov.uk

You can also contact us via Twitter: https://twitter.com/DefraStats

Unlocking geoscience data — Uganda
Pilot Project the key to African
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resource development

Resource development relies on geoscience data (‘geodata’). In Africa, access
to useful geodata is often slow, expensive and unreliable. This discourages
potential investors and leads to a slow rate of development. A pilot project
is proposed in Uganda to create a Geoscience Data Portal to make ‘geodata’
freely available and

stimulate economic development.

Press release: Flood warning service
improvements go live for winter

People who live near the River Foss in York will now be able to benefit from
an improved flood warning service from Wednesday, October 18.

After the Boxing Day 2015 floods, one of the recommendations of the York
Flood Inquiry report was for the Environment Agency to conduct a review of
the flood warnings on the River Quse and Foss.

The Environment Agency commissioned consultants to review all flood warnings
in the city.

Along the River Ouse catchment, the review found the existing service meets
the needs of the community.

However, the River Foss flood warnings underwent a thorough review and
changes have been made.

A new rain monitoring station is being installed upstream on the Foss in the
village of Yearsley, 20 miles north of York, as well as a river level
monitoring station near Strensall.

These two monitoring stations will automatically feed information into the

Environment Agency’s systems and forecasts for the River Foss, supporting a
better understanding of the amount of water flowing down the river towards

York.

This will help the Environment Agency’s flood duty officers to issue flood
warnings with more confidence and more accurate information included within
the warning messages.

The River Foss catchment area within the City of York boundary previously had
six flood warnings, covering the Foss, Tang Hall Beck and Osbaldwick Beck.

As part of the improvements this will increase to ten and include warnings
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for South Beck and Westfield Beck.

Zoé Pattinson, Environment Agency flood risk officer, said:

Along the River Foss corridor, there is one long warning that is
for the properties most at risk from river flooding, and a wider
warning that covers the properties at lower risk of flooding.

The Environment Agency also worked with members the River Foss

Society in redesigning the flood warning boundaries and trigger
levels.

The Foss Society and local residents have provided valuable input
into the review of the flood warning service for the River Foss
community.

She continued:

Local community input is important because it gives us an insight
from those who have seen how the river and catchment behaves in

heavy rainfall. It also helps raise awareness of our flood warning
service.

John Millett, chairman of the River Foss Society, said:

The River Foss Society supports and fully endorses the work the
Environment Agency is doing to improve the flood warnings that are
being introduced to protect the City of York and neighbouring areas
and their residents and businesses along both the River Quse and
the River Foss corridors.

People who are already signed up the flood warning service will automatically
be transferred to the new relevant flood warning area that covers their
property. If you want to register to receive free Environment Agency flood

warnings then you can either at flood warnings or call on Floodline 0345 988
1188.



https://www.gov.uk/sign-up-for-flood-warnings

