
Press release: Work starts on multi-
million pound North East flood scheme

Work has started on site on a £2.5million project which will help protect
around 100 homes and businesses in a South Tyneside community from flooding.

Monkton flood alleviation scheme will also see a section of the Bede Burn
running underground opened up – known as ‘daylighting’ – and green space
created for the community to enjoy.

The scheme is being delivered by South Tyneside Council and its partners at
the Environment Agency and Tyne Rivers Trust. It’s expected to be completed
in the winter.

It will tackle surface water flooding, which happens when rainwater does not
drain away or soak into the ground, but lies or flows over the ground
instead.

Communities better protected

Councillor Moira Smith, Lead Member for Area Management and Community Safety
at South Tyneside Council, said:

We are delighted to see work get underway to reduce the risk of
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flooding to properties which have been badly affected in the past.

It is never possible to guarantee that an area will be flood free.
However by working with our partners we can certainly help to
increase the level of protection and reassurance by delivering
long-term sustainable schemes such as this.

These measures will go a long way to controlling the flow of
surface water and diverting it away from local residents and
businesses. Once complete, communities will be better protected
with the added benefit of an enhanced local environment.

Wider social and environmental benefits

The scheme involves managing surface water where problems have been
identified around the Monkton Burn, Lukes Lane Estate and Leam Lane area,
Mill Lane, Lilac Walk/College Road, Devon Road, Campbell Park Road/ Thirlmere
Court and Mountbatten Avenue areas.

The plan includes improved drainage and landscaping next to Toner Avenue
School and as part of uncovering the Bede Burn an attenuation basin to store
run-off water during storms will be created.

The scheme will have wider social and environmental benefit, encouraging
local people and children involved in creating valuable new habitat.

The scheme is largely funded by the Environment Agency, as well as a



contribution from the local levy – which is money raised by local authorities
for flood projects.

Leila Huntington, Flood Risk Manager for the Environment Agency in the North
East, said:

This is an excellent example of partners working together to not
only develop a scheme which reduces the risk of surface water
flooding but also creates valuable habitat and a space for the
community to enjoy.

We’ve been working with the council and Tyne Rivers Trust to raise
awareness of the importance of understanding flood risk and taking
care of their environment and there’ll be opportunities for the
community to get involved. This is something they really can be
proud of.

Liz Walters, Project Manager at Tyne Rivers Trust added:

This is a great example of using environmentally friendly ways to
reduce the risk of flooding. As part of the project we’ll be
working with the local community and schools to create a green
space for local residents to enjoy as well as creating new habitats
for wildlife.

Anyone who’d like to volunteer to help with planting at Bede Burn should get
in touch with Tyne Rivers Trust on 01434 636904.

The latest information on the scheme can be found at the Monkton Flood
Alleviation Scheme website
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Farmers advised to take steps to
combat late spring

Scottish farmers are being advised to take steps and plan fodder usage now,
with experts predicting a late spring.

News story: Litter Innovation Fund:
Government backs new community
projects

A range of innovative projects to tackle litter louts in local communities
have been awarded funding by the government, Environment Minister Thérèse
Coffey has announced today (9 March 2018).

The first round of funding sees a number of councils, charities, businesses,
and public projects awarded almost £125,000 to take innovative steps to
tackle littering in their communities.
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The successful projects include developing bins to prevent seagulls from
scattering litter on beaches and working with river users to reduce plastic
getting into rivers, helping to tackle the issue of litter getting into our
marine environment.

The funding builds on the Government’s wider Litter Strategy for England, as
well as the recent launch of the 25 Year Environment Plan setting out how
Government will protect and enhance our natural environment.

Welcoming the new projects, Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

We want to be the first generation to leave our environment in a
better state than we found it and these innovative new projects
will help reduce the amount of litter which so often plagues our
streets, parks, countryside, rivers and marine environment.

We have all seen the damaging effects that litter can have on
wildlife and the environment, and I encourage people to do their
bit, take responsibility for their litter and recycle more.

Communities Minister Rishi Sunak said:

The Litter Innovation Fund is part of our wider strategy to deliver
a substantial reduction in litter and littering while leaving a
cleaner, greener and tidier environment for the next generation.

I am looking forward to seeing these projects supporting that
strategy while helping communities make a real difference in their
area.

Government has recently announced a range of new measures to tackle waste
including proposals to extend the 5p plastic bag charge to small retailers
and introducing a ban on plastic microbeads.

Keeping the country’s streets clean cost local Government almost £700 million
last year. Much of this is avoidable litter, and money that could be better
spent in the community. Despite this, a worrying 1 in 5 people admit to
dropping litter.

A second round of applications will be launched shortly.

Background

The Litter Innovation Fund was set up as part of the Government’s Litter
Strategy for England which was launched in April 2017 as is administered
by the sustainability not-for-profit charity WRAP. A total of £450,000
is available for funding to local projects.
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Applications are assessed consistently and against published criteria.

The funding is evenly provided by the Department for Environment, Food &
Rural Affairs and the Department for Communities and Local Government
and funding awarded is limited to a maximum of £10,000 per project.
Projects much also secure match finding.

The cost of £682m in 2016/17 for street cleaning is from Official local
Government returns to DCLG.

Research on one in five admitting to having dropped litter in the past
is from Keep Britain Tidy – Litter Droppers Segmentation research
(2010).

Press release: Waste vehicle seized
from gang

A vehicle belonging to an organised gang operating in South East England has
been seized by the Environment Agency and Thames Valley Police, as part of an
ongoing waste crime investigation. The vehicle is believed to be linked to
the operation of an illegal waste site in the Maidenhead area.

The seizure, which took place last week, comes as the Environment Agency and
the police move forward in their investigation to capture those responsible
for occupying land unlawfully and accepting tonnes of waste, often from
unsuspecting sources, leaving behind the rubbish to be cleared at the expense
of the landowner or taxpayer.

Illegal waste crime drains the UK economy of £1 billion each year in clean-up
costs and lost tax revenues. It has a devastating effect on the environment
and local communities with pest infestations and fires, which could lead to
water and land contamination plus air pollution from smoke.

Nick Daykin, Environment Agency Enforcement Team Leader, said:

This is a great result in an ongoing investigation with Thames
Valley Police to apprehend a group of unscrupulous individuals. The
power to seize vehicles is a relatively new and is now an important
weapon in our armoury for disrupting this type of criminal
activity. This is a big message to the criminal fraternity: you set
up site yesterday, we will have one of your vehicles off the road
today and we will do it again tomorrow!
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Using illegal waste dealers may seem tempting in terms of cost, but
it can help fund organised crime. Everyone has a responsibility for
their own waste and if your waste is found at an illegal site you
could be facing fines of up to £5,000. To avoid this, we encourage
members of the public and local businesses to ask their waste
carrier for proof of their Waste Carrier’s Registration and to ask
to see a ‘waste transfer note’ and if possible take a photo of it
on their phone.

Contact
All press enquiries: 0800 141 2743


