
Press release: School children flood
in for new defences tour

Engineers went back to school to give youngsters in Teesside a tour of new
multi-million pound flood defences which protect their community from
flooding.

Pupils at High Clarence Primary School were shown around the state-of-the-art
£4.5million flood defences at Port Clarence which reduce the risk of flooding
from the River Tees.

And they saw first-hand the £11million scheme, currently under construction,
which reduces the risk of flooding from Greatham Creek and will create 30
hectares of new habitat for wildlife to thrive.

Together the projects protect 350 homes and 32 businesses at Port Clarence
from flooding.

Pupils travelled on the Transporter Bridge across the River Tees to get a
bird’s eye view of the flood defences, while at Greatham they got to see
workers in action building new flood embankments – and even got to see the
popular seals!

The event, which took place last week (Friday, 8 June), also gave local
residents the opportunity to find out more about the scheme, while MP Alex
Cunningham was also given an insight into how the defences work to protect
his constituency.
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Great project with innovative features

Phil Marshall, the Environment Agency’s Senior Advisor on the project, said:

It’s really important the community understands how the flood
defences at Port Clarence work together with the scheme at Greatham
Creek to reduce their risk of flooding.

It’s a great project with lots of innovative features and the added
benefit of creating extra habitat for wildlife in a vital
conservation area.

Our future generations will play an important role in ensuring our
communities are resilient as we deal with the impacts of climate
change and it was great to show the school pupils this great
engineering and habitat creation project. Hopefully it will inspire
them to want to make a difference!

The first phase of the project was completed in December 2015 and saw new
flood defences built in Port Clarence, consisting of a mixture of earth
embankments, flood walls, and a raised section of the road on the approach to
the Transporter Bridge.

In addition, the Environment Agency worked together with local business
Wilton Engineering to install removable steel flood defences along the River
Tees. This improves flood protection while still allowing Wilton to operate



from the river.

Work started on the second phase in summer 2017 and involves raising existing
flood embankments along Greatham Creek.

Managed realignment

There is also a managed realignment of part of the current flood defences.
This means a new embankment to the north of the RSPB Saltholme Nature Reserve
has been built around a larger area of land, and then the existing flood
embankment will be breached later this year.

This results in the creation of around 30 hectares of intertidal habitat to
the north of the nature reserve. It’s a popular area frequented by seals, and
a variety of bird species including shelduck, knot and redshank.

The Environment Agency is working with local businesses in the area, with
SABIC UK providing funding towards the scheme and INOVYN ChlorVinyls
providing some of their land for the additional habitat creation. Phil added:

Work is progressing well and is expected to be completed this
autumn. The local businesses in the area know only too well how
devastating it is to be flooded having been affected by the tidal
surge in December 2013.

By working together with industry we’re vastly improving existing
defences to protect residents and businesses and reduce the risk of



flooding now and into the future as sea levels start to rise. This
has been quite a unique partnership and I can’t emphasise enough
the benefits this will bring for the area.

The Environment Agency has also been working closely with partners at RSPB
and Natural England to design and build a scheme which maximises benefits for
the internationally designated habitat, and to ensure disruption to wildlife
and visitors to the local area is kept to a minimum.

Contractors BAM Nuttall and Mott MacDonald Joint Venture (BMMJV), are
carrying out the work on behalf of the Environment Agency.

If you would like to know more about your risk of flooding and how to be
prepared call Floodline on 0345 988 1188, or visit the Floods Destroy website

Official Statistics: Woodfuel demand
and usage in Scotland: 2016 data

This report provides data on existing and potential woodfuel use in Scotland
and covers the calendar year 2016. It also assesses the possible additional
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use of woodfuel in the next few years.

Notice: CB4 0FP, Johnson Matthey Plc:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Johnson Matthey Plc
Installation name: Cambridge Science Park Chemical Site
Permit number: EPR/JP3739JH/A001

SEPA takes action to stop offensive
odours from Blantyre site

13 June 2018

SEPA has issued an enforcement notice to GP Green Recycling Limited following
investigations into complaints from members of the public about odours from
their composting operations on Newhousemill Road, Blantyre.

SEPA has issued an enforcement notice requiring GP Green Recycling
Limited to ensure that all emissions from the site are free from
offensive odour by 20 July 2018
SEPA will not tolerate the unacceptable impact the site is having on
local communities

GP Green Recycling Limited undertakes activities such as the composting of
co-mingled green waste and food caddy waste arising from domestic
collections.

SEPA officers have carried out numerous odour assessments and in April and
May found offensive odours from the composting site outside the site boundary
and at housing areas in Hamilton and East Kilbride.

The enforcement notice requires the operator to undertake a comprehensive
review and report this to SEPA. They must then take remedial actions to
ensure the site is compliant with its licence and that all emissions from the
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site are free from offensive odour by 20 July 2018. The operator is being
cooperative and has already committed to taking actions required by the
enforcement notice.

Terry A’Hearn, SEPA’s Chief Executive, said:  

Every day SEPA works to protect and enhance Scotland’s environment,
and we are clear that compliance is non-negotiable. SEPA officers
have attended the GP Green Recycling site and the surrounding area
on a number of occasions to carry out odour assessments in response
to complaints from the public.

“We recognise that the site provides an important green recycling
service but we will not tolerate the unacceptable impact it is
having on local communities in the surrounding area. The
improvements required should alleviate the odours from the site,
but we will not hesitate to take further action if this does not
resolve the odour issues.

“We would advise members of the public to contact our 24-hour
Pollution Hotline on 0800 807060 when they are affected by odours
and SEPA will investigate.”

Ends

Press release: Tree Champion to expand
England’s woodland

A new Tree Champion to drive forward planting rates and prevent the
unnecessary felling of street trees has been appointed today by Environment
Secretary Michael Gove.

Sir William Worsley, current Chair of the National Forest Company, has been
tasked with setting a bold direction for the country’s forests and woodlands
over the next 25 years and supporting the Government’s manifesto commitments
to plant 11 million trees, plus a further one million in our towns and
cities.

Alongside the Government’s recently-launched review into National Parks and
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Champion will help to improve the
environment for the next generation and make the ambitions of our 25 Year
Environment Plan a reality.

He will bring together mayors, city leaders and other key players across
local government to prevent the unnecessary felling of street trees –
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alongside supporting the introduction of a new duty for councils to properly
consult with communities before they cut down trees.

With a number of grant schemes already in place to help landowners grow
woodland cover, the Tree Champion will support the development of a future
scheme outside the EU – one that encourages large-scale tree planting,
reduces carbon and rewards landowners for enhancing the environment.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

We have a responsibility to make sure the next generation inherit
the woodlands, forests and trees they deserve. We are beginning to
see good progress in growing tree cover, but we need to go further
– and faster.

I’m confident Sir William Worsley will bring the expertise and
vision required to rapidly drive forward planting rates and prevent
street trees being felled.

As Chair of the National Forest Company, Sir William Worsley currently
oversees the successful National Forest – which has transformed 200 square
miles of industrial land in the heart of England and now attracts over eight
million visitors a year – helping wildlife like otters, water voles and
dragonflies to flourish.

Sir William Worsley said:

I am delighted to be appointed as the Government’s Tree Champion.
Trees and woods are an important part of my life, as they are to
local communities. They transform our landscapes, improve our
health and wellbeing and help grow the economy.

I look forward to working with stakeholders and local authorities
to promote these benefits and grow the country’s woodland cover.

The appointment of a Tree Champion is a key commitment of the Government’s 25
Year Environment Plan. The plan, launched in January this year, sets out how
we will improve the environment over a generation, including through growing
woodland cover.

Since the launch of this plan, Government has committed to providing almost
£6 million to kick-start the creation of an ambitious Northern Forest along
the M62 corridor. We want to see 50 million trees planted over the next 25
years from Liverpool to Hull – boosting habitats for woodland birds and bats
and protecting iconic species like the red squirrel.

The Government has also made it easier to apply for its woodland creation
grant schemes, recently approving two large-scale woodland creation projects.
More than 600,000 trees are being planted at Doddington North Moor in
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Northumberland, while Lowther Park in the Lake District is planting more than
200,000 trees thanks to government funding.

Sir William Worsley will be appointed in the role for one year, and his
responsibilities will include:

Promoting the Government’s woodland creation schemes to landowners and
other stakeholders and encouraging the right trees to be planted in the
right places.
Driving forward the Government’s manifesto commitment to plant 11
million trees.
Working with Defra and Forestry Commission on the design of future
environmental land management outside the EU.
Identifying and promoting best practice across local government to
prevent the unnecessary felling of street trees – supporting the
introduction of a new duty for local councils to consult before felling.
Working across local government to ensure ancient woodland is more
strongly protected.
Supporting the planting of one million urban trees, and influencing
decision-makers to generate ideas and buy-in locally.
Working with Defra’s Chief Plant Health Officer to drive the protection
of tree health across England, raising awareness of the impact pests and
diseases have on our environment and economy.

Tree Champion – Terms of Reference

The appointment of a Tree Champion is a commitment in the 25 Year
Environment Plan. The stated objective is to promote the benefits of
trees and forests, support manifesto commitments and targets, and drive
a step change in tree planting.

The Tree Champion will promote the government’s woodland creation
schemes to landowners and other stakeholders, to encourage take-up. The
Tree Champion will also support Defra and Forestry Commission with the
development of a future grant scheme outside the EU to encourage
woodland creation.

The Tree Champion will bring together Mayors, city leaders and other key
players across government to promote the value of trees in urban and
rural environments and promote local authorities’ development of
comprehensive Tree and Woodland Strategies for their areas.

The Tree Champion will explore how local authorities can improve their
reporting on tree felling and re-planting, as well as encourage more
effective approaches to tree management that promote and preserve the
benefits of existing street trees, while at the same time managing the
health and safety risks associated with diseased trees.



The Tree Champion will do this by challenging the forestry sector and
other stakeholders to develop new ideas and ways of working and by
listening to their concerns and aspirations for the development of
future policy.

This role will report to Defra Ministers responsible for Forestry Policy
and Plant Health & Biosecurity

Objectives

The advice and recommendations of the Tree Champion will help contribute
to the achievement of Defra’s objectives. In particular, the Tree
Champion will support a number of manifesto commitments:

The 11 million trees commitment, by promoting the government’s
woodland creation schemes to landowners and other stakeholders, to
encourage take-up
The 1 million urban trees commitment by influencing decision-makers
to generate ideas
The commitment to strengthen the protection of ancient woodlands
through the planning system
Supporting the introduction of a new duty for local councils to
consult before felling

The Secretary of State is keen that the Tree Champion supports other
objectives, as follows:

Explore how local authorities can improve their reporting on tree
felling and replanting.
Convene and marshall forestry and other stakeholder views to
support Defra and Forestry Commission in their design of a future
environmental land management scheme
Work with Defra’s Chief Plant Health Officer to strengthen the
protection of trees from pest and disease threats and improve
resilience of trees in England, this includes raising awareness of
the impact pests and diseases have on our environment and economy.

Outcomes

The Tree Champion will make recommendations to the Defra Forestry
Minister and the Plant Health Minister who will then consider how best
to take these forward. These will need to be:

Clear and concise cost-effective options to achieve the stated
objectives, which take into account the needs of relevant
stakeholder forestry bodies and industry interests
Aligned with Defra policies including those in the 25 Year
Environment Plan, manifesto commitments, the Tree Health Resilience
Strategy and the BEIS Clean Growth Strategy



Consistent with other Ministerial priorities

A further anticipated outcome of the Tree Champion’s work will be
strengthened cooperation and partnership working between the Tree
Champion, Defra, Forestry Commission, Natural England and key forestry
stakeholders

Working Group

The Tree Champion will work closely with a Defra officials Working
Group, which will meet as required. This will comprise policy leads from
Defra Forestry Policy Team, Plant Health Team and delivery leads from
the Forestry Commission and Natural England. This group will help the
Tree Champion to develop any outputs or other reports for Ministers.

The Tree Champion will need draw on expertise as required. To be
effective the Tree Champion will need a clear mandate from Defra
Ministers and to secure time and resource from across the Defra Group to
contribute meaningfully and to engage constructively with his role.

Defra Forestry Policy Team

June 2018


