
Press release: Community order for
operating an illegal waste site in
Walsall

In the case brought by the Environment Agency, Stephen Wayne Morgan (aged 52)
had pleaded guilty to one offence of operating a waste storage and treatment
facility without an environmental permit, at an earlier hearing. He was
sentenced to a 2 year community order with a requirement to complete 250
hours of unpaid work, and ordered to pay £17,000 in prosecution costs, along
with a £60 victim surcharge. Morgan must also pay £54,415.33 under a
confiscation order depriving him of the criminal benefit from the illegal
operation.

The case relates to an offence between 6 April 2015 and 29 August 2015
committed on Middlemore Lane, Aldridge, Walsall, where Morgan had operated
under the trading name Aldridge Aggregates & Recycling. Over the period of
offending, Morgan allowed the deposit of waste on site, that was later
shredded and crushed, before being sold as processed products. The site
contained thousands of tonnes of waste including construction and demolition
waste, wood waste, and waste soils.

The activities at the site posed a nuisance local residents and a local
business. On one occasion (15 June 2015), waste on the site was deliberately
burned, subjecting employees of a nearby business to excessive amounts of
smoke and forcing them to shut the doors and windows of their business
premises.

Complaints were made by local residents, who were subjected to problems of
excessive dust blowing towards their homes and settling, and excessive noise
from machinery crushing and shredding waste on the site. One resident
described the noise as “incredibly loud” and said it could be heard every day
from Monday to Friday over a period of months.

Mr Morgan was provided with advice and guidance from the Environment Agency
but failed to obtain planning permission or an environmental permit to
legitimise the operation. He continued to receive and process waste on the
site despite being advised that the activities were illegal, that the
activities were having an effect on the local community, and that enforcement
action could follow. Waste operations continued even after the Environment
Agency served a legal notice on Mr Morgan on 1 July 2015 requiring removal of
the waste.

Morgan was ultimately evicted from the premises by the site landlords on 29
August 2015. Thousands of tonnes of waste had to be removed from the site in
the ensuing clean-up.

In mitigation, Mr Morgan’s barrister stated that he had no relevant previous
convictions and had pleaded guilty at the earliest opportunity. He stated
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that Mr Morgan had expressed remorse for his offending and had made some
attempt to reduce the quantities of waste from the site. He further stated
that Mr Morgan was suffering with a number of health conditions.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer in charge of the
investigation said:

The operation of illegal waste sites undermine legitimate
businesses along with the investment and economic growth that go
with it.

This case demonstrates that we will act upon information given to
us regarding suspected illegal or nuisance waste activity and will
not hesitate to prosecute when circumstances warrant it.

If you see pollution or a waste crime incident, report it on our incident
hotline on 0800 807060.

Notice: CA14 4JX, Energy Coast Laundry
Ltd: environmental permit application
advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for
Radioactive Substances Activity. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
which Environment Agency office you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)
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Official Statistics: Nursery Survey:
2018 Edition

This release contains estimates of sales of improved nursery stock by forest
nurseries in Great Britain, reporting on sales to Scotland and on all sales
of Sitka spruce and Scots pine.

Times Higher Education honour for SRUC

Ground-breaking research into cattle methane emissions and an innovative
genetics evaluation service has earned Scotland’s Rural College two
nominations at this year’s Times Higher Education Awards.

Notice: Advanced Modular Reactor (AMR)
Feasibility and Development Project

BEIS is to invest up to £44 million in the Advanced Modular Reactor (AMR)
Feasibility and Development (F&D) project. In this context Advanced Modular
Reactor (AMRs) are defined as a broad group of advanced nuclear reactors.
AMRs differ from conventional reactors, which use pressurised or boiling
water for primary cooling. They aim to maximise the amount of off-site
factory fabrication and can target:

generating low cost electricity
increased flexibility in delivering electricity to the grid
increased functionality, such as the provision of heat output for
domestic or industrial purposes, or facilitating the production of
hydrogen
alternative applications that may generate additional revenue or
economic growth

This project has 2 phases:

phase 1: funding (up to £4 million, excluding VAT) to undertake a series
of feasibility studies for AMR designs. Contracts are worth up to
£300,000 (excluding VAT)
phase 2: subject to phase 1 demonstrating clear value for money and
government approval, a share of up to £40 million (excluding VAT) could
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be available for selected projects from phase 1 to undertake development
activities. Up to a further £5 million may also be made available to
regulators to support this

The following 8 organisations have been awarded contracts to produce
feasibility studies as part of phase 1 of the AMR F&D project:

Advanced Reactor Concepts LLC
DBD Limited
Blykalla Reaktorer Stockholm AB (LeadCold)
Moltex Energy Limited
Tokamak Energy Ltd
U-Battery Developments Ltd
Ultra Safe Nuclear Corporation
Westinghouse Electric Company UK

As part of their application, each organisation supplied an abstract
summarising their proposal. The claims and opinions expressed in the
abstracts are those of the applicant organisation and do not necessarily
reflect the official policy or position of BEIS.


