
Government response: Clinical waste
operator breaches environmental
permits

Healthcare Environmental Services, which services the NHS and operates six
sites across England, has been found in breach of environmental permits by
the Environment Agency (EA) .

The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) is leading on the government
response whilst the EA is taking enforcement action against the operator.

An Environment Agency spokesperson said:

The Environment Agency has found Healthcare Environmental Services
to be in breach of its environmental permits at sites which deal
with clinical waste. We are taking enforcement action against the
operator, which includes clearance of the excess waste, and have
launched a criminal investigation.

We are supporting the Government and the NHS to ensure there is no
disruption to public services and for alternative plans to be put
in place for hospitals affected to dispose of their waste safely.

Further briefing:

The Environment Agency has found Healthcare Environmental Services in
breach of its environmental permits at 4 of its 6 sites which deal with
clinical waste – by having more waste on site than their permit allows
and storing waste inappropriately.

We are taking enforcement action against the operator to clear the
excess waste from their sites and bring the company back into compliance
with their permits.

As part of our enforcement activity, we have partially suspended the
company’s permit at one of their sites. This will prevent them from
accepting any more incinerator-only waste in order for them to clear the
backlog of waste on-site. We are also progressing with enforcement
action at the other non-compliant sites.

We are supporting the government and the NHS to ensure there is no
disruption to public services and alternative plans are put in place for
hospitals affected to dispose of their waste safely.
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The offending sites are not accessible to the general public and there
is no risk to public health or the environment.

It is the company’s responsibility to clear its sites and operate
legally. As the regulator, we have set out a timeline for clearance of
the waste and are carrying out regular inspections at each of the
company’s sites to monitor the situation.

There is industry wide agreement that overall there is sufficient
incineration capacity. Incinerator shutdowns do occur for maintenance,
but this is mostly planned and companies should have contingency plans
in place. We have recently carried out an audit of permitted sites
dealing with clinical waste which indicate a high level of compliance in
this sector – the majority of sites are operating at the expected level
or above.

The Environment Agency has taken a range of action with the company to
bring their sites back into compliance but they have repeatedly breached
permits and continued to operate unlawfully. As a result, in addition to
our enforcement activity to clear the sites, the EA has launched a
criminal investigation.

Open consultation: Air quality:
identifying taxi and private hire
vehicles in charging Clean Air Zones

We want to know what you think about our plans to identify taxis and private
hire vehicles (PHVs) entering or moving within a Clean Air Zone (CAZ). We’re
proposing to create a centralised database which identifies all taxis and
PHVs operating in England and Wales. This will help local authorities enforce
charging Clean Air Zones even if the taxi or PHV has been licensed in a
different area.

It will also help identify exempted vehicles which meet the required standard
for their vehicle.

CAZ defines an area where targeted action needs to be taken to reduce
roadside nitrogen dioxide concentrations. These have persistently breached
statutory levels and action is required in the shortest possible time.
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Government response: Clinical waste
operator breaches environmental
permits

Environment Agency responds to permit breach

Notice: HU12 8TB, Preston Sustainable
Heat and Power Limited: environmental
issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Preston Sustainable Heat and Power Limited
Installation name: Preston CHP Plant
Permit number: EPR/SP3437JT/A001

Open consultation: Protected Food Name
scheme: improving enforcement

We want to know what you think about our proposals to introduce new powers
and penalties for the Protected Food Name scheme. These will provide
proportionate and effective enforcement in the form of civil sanctions.

Our proposals include improving how inspection results are reported by
control bodies.

We’re also asking about adding a right of appeal on decisions for registering
a Protected Food Name.
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