
Press release: Flood protection
options being presented to Yate and
Chipping Sodbury

The Environment Agency is holding a public consultation in Chipping Sodbury
to explain how it plans to reduce flood risk to local homes and businesses.

The Environment Agency is keen for local people to share their views on its
proposals and any experiences they have of local flooding.

The consultation will take place at the Town Hall on 1 March 2017 between
2.30pm and 7.30pm.

Fiona Geddes of the Environment Agency said:

This event is an ideal opportunity for people to study the flood
alleviation options. There will be officers from the Environment
Agency and South Gloucestershire Council on hand to explain the
thinking behind each option and the steps people can take to
prepare themselves against flooding.

We’d really like to hear the views of local residents and look
forward to sharing ideas on how best to reduce flood risk in Yate
and Chipping Sodbury.

The last major floods in Yate and Chipping Sodbury occurred in 1968. The
Environment Agency estimates up to 100 homes and 40 businesses could be at
risk of flooding from the River Frome and its tributaries. There’s a 1 per
cent chance of serious flooding each year. The risk is expected to increase
as a result of higher river flows and climate change.

Flood warnings are issued to low-lying properties in both communities. In
Yate these include:

Bennetts Court
Station Road
Swan Field
Treeleaze
Orchard Close
Milton Road
Tyndale Avenue
Celestine Road
Blenheim Drive
Whitley Close

In Chipping Sodbury the part of the town most at risk is the Blanchards Farm
area.
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Flooding occurs because the River Frome has insufficient capacity.
Improvements have been made over the years alongside new developments in the
river corridor, but these haven’t kept pace with the growing flood risk.
Surface water run-off from heavy rain has added to the flooding problem.

The Environment Agency has carried out a preliminary study that identifies 3
options: flood storage, river channel widening and property flood-proofing.
As well as exploring each option separately, a combination of all 3 is also
under consideration. This final, most expensive, combined option would
increase the cost of the scheme to approximately £4 million. The cost of the
individual options are £3.7 million, £300,000 and £100,000 respectively.

An earlier option that involved the construction of 1.8km of flood walls was
rejected on the grounds of being too expensive (£10 million). It also raised
sustainability concerns.

For a successful scheme to go ahead, any benefits must outweigh the costs. In
addition to reducing flood risk to a significant number of homes and
businesses, the final scheme should reduce flooding on 3 local roads (A432,
B4569 and B4060) and prevent flood damages estimated at £10 million.

Flood storage schemes are an effective way of providing flood alleviation.
The Environment Agency has built several in recent years. Examples include
Tubbs Bottom, that reduces flood risk downstream of Yate and Bruton in
Somerset. Schemes are also being considered for Taunton and Wrington near
Bristol.

The Yate and Chipping Sodbury scheme is still in its early stages. The
Environment Agency must carry out a more detailed study before selecting a
preferred option. It is hoped a scheme could be in place by 2021, but that
will depend on the Environment Agency securing the necessary funding from the
Government and other sources.

Press release: Payback for illegal
waste crimes

A skip hire boss has been found to have benefited from his illegal activity
by almost £1million.

Raymond Shepherd could have to pay back £980,207 under the Proceeds of Crime
Act – the agreed sum of his criminal activities – if he comes into future
assets.

It’s a debt for life for the 61-year-old, of Rookhope in County Durham. He
ran Albert Hill Skip Hire in Darlington and was jailed for 18 months when he
appeared at Teesside Crown Court for sentence on December 12, 2013.
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He was also disqualified from being a company director for 10 years.

He was convicted following two separate trials of operating a waste facility
without a permit, depositing waste without a permit and failing to comply
with a suspension notice.

Environment Agency officers then began proceedings to make him pay back a sum
of money which reflected the gain from his criminal activities.

Court hearing

On Thursday 23 February, following a 4-day confiscation hearing at Teesside
Crown Court under the Proceeds of Crime Act, Shepherd was given a
confiscation order to pay back £14,000 of available assets.

He could face up to six months in prison if he fails to pay.

And if he comes into future assets he will have to pay back more of the near
£1million agreed benefit sum.

Shepherd contested the application arguing that the activities at the sites
were carried out lawfully.

The result comes on the back of a large-scale investigation by the
Environment Agency, called Operation Bachelor, which started in 2008. It has
also resulted in two other men receiving suspended prison sentences and
Albert Hill Skip Hire Ltd being fined £100,000.



A previous Proceeds of Crime hearing in August 2015 in relation to the same
investigation saw Shepherd’s son, Tony Shepherd, 41, of Winston, Darlington,
ordered to pay back £350,000.

He was subsequently jailed for 3 years in May 2016 for failing to pay the
sum. He still has to pay back the money, and potentially up to £1.2 million
if he comes into future assets.

Debt ‘will follow’ Shepherd

Oliver Harmar, Area Director for the Environment Agency in the North East,
said:

This is a debt that will follow Raymond Shepherd around for the
rest of his life. It sends out a message to the industry that waste
crime does not pay and not only will we hit people with court
action but we’ll then hit them in the pocket.

Shepherd’s illegal waste operations were carried out in the
interests of profit, unfortunately at the expense of the
environment. Not to mention by not complying with regulations, he
undermined legitimate businesses.

And the impact on the community must not be overlooked, including
two major fires which took place at Dodsworth Street. The site is
now cleared of waste.



It’s been an extensive and long-running investigation by our
officers and shows just how seriously we take waste crime. We’ll
continue to take action against those operating outside of the law
and the regulations.

Long-running investigation

The Environment Agency worked closely with other organisations including
Durham County Council, Darlington Borough Council, Durham Police, Durham and
Darlington Fire and Rescue Service and the Health and Safety Executive during
the long-running investigation.

The jurors at Raymond Shepherd’s trials heard how the company’s premises at
Dodsworth Street were full with illegally-held waste.

Between July 2008 and May 2010 he and his company, Albert Hill Skip Hire Ltd,
operated an illegal waste transfer station at Whessoe Road in Darlington.

He did the same at Dodsworth Street from July 2008 until the site got a
permit in April 2009, but by November 2009 the first enforcement notice had
been served on the company requiring that he operate legally within the terms
of his notice.

In 2010 enforcement notices were served, in 2011 a suspension notice was
served and in 2012 the permit was revoked. Investigations found the company
had been depositing and storing waste on an access road, and cement-bound
asbestos was also found on the site.

Following conviction, the waste carrier’s registration was revoked. The site
is now clear of all waste.

Press release: Town’s flood gates to
be replaced

Residents in Yarm are invited to a community drop-in this week to find out
more about Environment Agency work to replace the flood gates in the town.

The project will start in April and is expected to be complete by June,
taking around 12 weeks.

There are 30 flood gates along the flood defence in Yarm, and as part of the
work some of the gates may be replaced and others may be removed and the
flood wall bricked up, subject to further discussions with residents.

The work will start by replacing the flood gates along True Lover’s Walk
riverside path, starting with flood gates at West Street and working towards
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Silver Street.

Residents are invited to find out more at a community event taking place at
Yarm Town Hall on Friday 24 February. They can drop in any time between 3pm
and 6pm.

Project Manager Neil Smith said:

The gates are being replaced because many of the existing flood
gates are approaching the end of their usable life. To maintain the
current standard of protection for the town it’s essential these
gates are replaced.

By carrying out this work we will ensure the town continues to be
protected from flooding from the River Tees in the future. I’d urge
residents to come along to the event where they can find out more
about the work we are carrying out in the town.

Work is also already underway to carry out improvements at the Boat Landing
stage. Some wall coping stones and block paving have been repaired and new
handrails will be put up along the waterside of the boat landing in May.

In addition, there will be restoration and repainting of the perimeter fence
and replacement of benches and litter bins in the area.

Press release: Green light for North
Tyneside sea defence scheme

A revised scheme to strengthen and safeguard sea defences – which has saved
more than £1m of public money – has been given the go-ahead.

North Tyneside Council’s Planning Committee has approved proposals for the
sea defence scheme at the Central Lower Promenade in Whitley Bay, which will
protect homes, businesses and the surrounding area.

It means vital work can now get underway to refurbish the structure, which is
around 100 years old and is reaching the end of its serviceable life.

Elected Mayor Norma Redfearn said:

This is yet more great news for Whitley Bay. The Central Lower
Promenade really needs important structural work to be carried out
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and the general appearance of the area is in need of improvement.

The scheme promises to achieve just that by strengthening and
safeguarding sea defences and giving this stretch of the coastline
a major boost. It will also save a significant amount of public
money and takes into account ideas and suggestions raised by
residents.

The revised scheme, which has received strong public support, involves
building a new rear wall and strengthening the existing sea wall on the lower
promenade.

It was drawn up after the Mayor decided the original plans and proposed price
was unacceptable and a value for money exercise was carried out, which has
resulted in savings of more than £1m.

It has also allowed the opportunity to include some suggestions from
residents.

The project, which is being funded jointly by the council and partners
Northumbrian Water and the Environment Agency, will be carried out in
partnership with Hartlepool Borough Council.

An open space will be created on the lower walkway with new seating,
providing a great opportunity for leisure activities and events.

The design also incorporates a commercial opportunity for ‘pop-up’ style
stalls/units on the lower promenade.

The wide upper footway will be refurbished and enhanced while the design also
includes the Mayor’s commitment to replacing the balustrades.

The work, which is due to be complete in winter 2017, will complement the
improvements being made to the Northern Promenade.

The Central Lower Promenade scheme is part of the council’s £36m Seafront
Master Plan, which aims to breathe new life into the coast between
Cullercoats Bay and St Mary’s Island.

As part of the Master Plan, restoration work to return the Spanish City Dome
to its former glory is continuing apace, a new Premier Inn is nearing
completion next door, improvement work – including new surfacing and seating
– is taking place along the Northern Promenade, efforts are underway to
secure funding to refurbish St Mary’s Lighthouse and a number of private
sector schemes are also underway.



Press release: 8 anglers face combined
fines of over £5,600 for fishing
illegally in Staffordshire

On 20 February 2017, North Staffordshire Justice Centre Magistrates’ Court
issued a total of £5,680 in fines to 8 anglers caught fishing illegally last
summer.

All 8 anglers were caught fishing without a rod licence by Environment Agency
officers out on regular patrols, and with an annual rod licence costing £27,
these anglers have really been left out of pocket.

Matthew Bamford of Werrington Road in Stoke on Trent, Ricky Fisher of
Millfield Road in Walsall, Mark Francis of Sefton Park Road in Liverpool,
Robbie Johnson of High Street in Laurencekirk, Carl Johnson of Cowlishaw Way
in Rugeley, Anthony Leese of Dawlish Drive in Stoke on Trent, Blain Pickering
of Community Drive in Stoke on Trent, and Richie Wilkes of Nash Peake Street
in Stoke on Trent, were all found guilty under Section 27(1)(a) of the Salmon
and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.

Magistrates heard that on 3 separate days last June and July, Environment
Agency enforcement officers found these anglers fishing without a rod licence
at pools in Stoke on Trent, Rugeley, Eccleshall and Penkridge.

Andrew Eardley from the Environment Agency said:

The majority of anglers fish legally and purchase a rod licence.
With an annual licence costing £27 it seems ridiculous that anglers
risk a significant fine like these we’ve seen here.

The minority of anglers that fail to buy a rod licence are cheating
their fellow anglers and the future of the sport. Rod licence
cheats risk a criminal conviction, a significant fine and could
lose their fishing equipment.

Money from rod licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is used
to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers including
protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease; restoring fish
stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and fish habitat
improvements. Rod licence money is also used to fund the Angling Trust to
provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in the
sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency Rod Licence if you are aged 12 or over
and fish for salmon, trout, freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England.
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Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
Information on illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported
anonymously to Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.


