Press release: Flood committee sets
out £22million of spending for coming

vyear

A flood and coastal group will oversee spending of almost £22million to
protect hundreds of homes across the north east as it sets out its objectives
for the next year.

The Northumbria Regional Flood and Coastal Committee (NRFCC) has launched its
business plan for 2017/18, which will include continued work at Greatham in
Hartlepool, Killingworth in North Tyneside, Hartlepool Headland Coastal
Protection Scheme, improvements to the Central Promenade at Whitley Bay, and
Monkton Village Flood Alleviation Study in South Tyneside.

It will better protect around 743 properties from flood risk and another 100
from coastal erosion.

It also announced in its 2016/17 annual report that it’s overseen 110
projects costing £24.5million over the past year, reducing the risk of
flooding and coastal erosion to 1,291 properties.

Projects include Lustrum Beck flood alleviation scheme in partnership with
Stockton Borough Council which better protects over 150 properties, and the
Brunton Park scheme in partnership with Northumbrian Water and Newcastle City
Council, which addressed sewer flooding issues and reduces the risk of
flooding from the Ouseburn.

And a dam on the Cotting Burn, the final part of the significant £28million
Morpeth flood alleviation scheme which protects 1,000 homes and business in
the town, was completed.

The dam has been renamed ‘The Hargreaves Dam’ in memory of Jon Hargreaves,
NRFCC Chairman who sadly passed away last October.
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Third year of six-year programme

The past year has also seen the completion of a £3million repair programme
following the devastating floods during Storm Desmond in December 2015.

The annual report and business plan together summarise the past year and look
forward to the year ahead.

It is the third year of a six-year programme of work which was agreed in
January 2015. The business plan will be updated each year to take into
account any adjustments to the £108million, six-year programme, which will
better protect a total of 5,300 properties once complete.

Leila Huntington, Flood and Coastal Risk Manager with the Environment Agency
in the North East, said:

On completion of our £22million programme of work for the coming
year, we will see a reduction in flood and coastal risk to around
843 homes and businesses in the region, as well as creating 30
hectares of new water dependent wildlife habitat.

The committee is a great example of true partnership working, with
all local councils, the Environment Agency and Northumbrian Water
pulling together on behalf of communities in the north east.

It has an essential role to play in developing and completing flood



risk management projects which reflect local priorities and
understand the needs of communities.

This is the third year of our six-year programme — so far we have
already better protected 2,045 properties, bringing significant
benefits to communities, properties, businesses and the
environment, and this work will continue.
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Brunton Pafk: Nortﬁumb;iah Water’s Paul Davison (L) and the Ehvi
Agency’s Phil Welton (R) at the new River Quseburn channel.

Partnership working

Most projects in the plan are carried out by the Environment Agency and local
authorities, with some carried out by, or in partnership with Northumbrian
Water.

Councillor Nick Oliver, Northumberland County Council’s NRFCC member, said:

The Morpeth scheme is a great example of agencies working together
on a hugely ambitious engineering project and the fact it has
already been used more than proves its worth.

One of the cornerstones of the scheme has been the help and support
of the local community, and their input and engagement has been
absolutely invaluable throughout.



In Northumberland we are only too aware of the devastating effects
of flooding and we welcome this latest plan which details
continuing investment in schemes to protect communities across the
region.

The Brunton Park scheme, which was completed last year, involved creating a
new river channel to divert the River OQuseburn and, by using the old channel
as a new storage basin, creating a valuable habitat for wildlife. It also
involved the construction of flood defences, the installation of two
kilometres of new sewer pipe and a new storage tank.

Richard Warneford, Northumbrian Water Group’s Wastewater Director, said:

Tackling flooding and improving the resilience of our sewer network
are key priorities for us. We know that being flooded is a truly
awful experience for our customers and we work tirelessly to reduce
the risk of this happening. By working in partnership with the
Environment Agency and local authorities we can tackle flooding
from all sources.

The Brunton Park scheme is an excellent example of partnership
work. By drawing upon the experience and expertise of all our
partners, an innovative and creative solution was agreed that
enabled us to manage surface water in the natural environment.

I am extremely proud of our partnership approach which resulted in
reducing the risk of flooding to our customers and the community.
We will certainly be able to build on the experience of delivering
this project for future schemes.

The NRFCC receives funding from a variety of sources, including from
Government Grant-in-Aid, public and private contributions and a levy raised
through local authorities.

The committee consists of elected and independent members and plays an
important part in deciding local priorities for the flood and coastal risk
management programme in North East England.

Anyone who would like a copy of the business plan and annual report can email
nrfcc@environment-agency.gov.uk

Press release: Happy Dace for north
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east fish surveys

The Environment Agency has joined forces with expert anglers to carry out an
important survey to assess the numbers of a highly prized fish in
Northumberland.

Surveys for Dace, the main species of coarse fish in the River Tyne, much
valued by anglers, took place downstream of Kielder reservoir as part of a
wider programme to monitor any impact of the current trial of changes in the
release of water from the reservoir.

Environment Agency specialists teamed up with 15 expert anglers from the Tyne
Anglers Alliance and other fishing clubs to fish around a dozen locations on
the North Tyne between Kielder and Watersmeet.

The aim was to both update and enhance our existing information on Dace
populations.

One of the Dace surveyed during the event

Successful survey

Environment Agency Fisheries Officer Niall Cook, who organised the survey,
said:

Angling was used in the survey in preference to other survey
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methods like electric fishing and netting because dace are highly
mobile and difficult to catch, especially in wide rivers like the
North Tyne.

The angling survey itself was really successful in that it showed
dace to be present throughout the river system and in areas where
they had not been recorded for many years, such as Falstone. We are
hoping to repeat the exercise over several years or more to build
up a more detailed picture.

The Environment Agency, Northumbrian Water and the hydropower operator,
Innogy Renewables UK Ltd have been working together to make changes to the
operating arrangements for the release of water from Kielder reservoir.

The trial started in November last year and is intended to maintain the
future of water supply to the North East, better reflect the natural changes
in river flows, provide increased flood storage in the reservoir and increase
the generation of clean, renewable energy.

The rainfall over the winter trial period was low and large flood alleviation
releases were not required, so the initial results were inconclusive.

As a result the trial has been extended through the summer and will be
continually reviewed.
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An angler taking part in the Dace survey




More natural flow variation

Hydrologist Rachel Merrix, who is leading on the trial for the Environment
Agency, said:

We were keen to use this opportunity to change the releases from
Kielder to try to make them reflect a more natural flow variation.
While the changes are relatively minor we believe that monitoring
is essential to ensure the environment is protected.

We have worked hard with our partners to listen to the views of
both reservoir and river users, including holding a public drop-in
last October ahead of the trial, and producing a freely available
interim report.

We welcome feedback from anyone who uses the river or reservoir and
are keen to hear how others feel the trial is going. We
continuously monitor river levels, flows and water temperatures at
several locations in the Tyne catchment and all of this data is
available on request.

Other activities to monitor the impact of the new Kielder release regime
include temperature monitoring at 11 new sites as well as fishing surveys and
freshwater pearl mussel assessments.

For more information and updates on the trial visit the dedicated Kielder
release website or email Kielder.reservoir@environment-agency.gov.uk with any
gqueries or observations.

Press release: Councillors see plans
for reducing flooding in Mytholmroyd

A guided walking tour of Mytholmroyd to share plans for the new £30m flood
alleviation scheme proposed for the village has been hosted for ward
councillors.

They were invited to meet the Environment Agency’s project team on Friday 18
August to share their plans for the project on site and ask any questions.

Mark Tupman, senior advisor with the Environment Agency, said:
Our aim is to explain to the local councillors, who represent the

people of Mytholmroyd, our plans for the scheme so that they fully
understand the timing of various activities and have a point of
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contact throughout the two-year project.

We would like to give them an opportunity to ask any questions and
raise any concerns and see first- hand the plans by taking a walk
around the site.

The Calderdale Flood Partnership Board recently approved the allocation of
funding of the major flood scheme to improve the protection for homes and
businesses in Mytholmroyd

The Environment Agency will be submitting a series of submissions for
planning permission this week, with further submissions planned for September
and construction is expected to commence in the Autumn.

The scheme for Mytholmroyd has been developed in partnership with Calderdale
Council, the local community, and partners. As design work is finalised, the
current options for the scheme include:

e New, raised flood and improved walls

e The relocation of Caldene Bridge

e Widening of the river channel at key locations

e Strengthening and waterproofing of buildings next to the river.

The Leader of Calderdale Council, Cllr Tim Swift, said:

The works in Mytholmroyd are part of an ongoing programme to reduce
the risk of flooding across Calderdale.

We're keen for people in the local community to keep up to date
with the work, which they can do by visiting
www.eyeoncalderdale.com or popping in to the Mytholmroyd flood
information centre during opening hours.

The second phase of a demolition is currently being carried out at a site on
the main A646 Burnley road through the village which is expected to take a
further six weeks. This involves demolishing three two-storey buildings,
including a former post office, which has been relocated to the nearby Grange
Dene complex.

The demolition of the buildings is being done carefully in order to deal with
the constraints associated with their proximity to the highway, the river,
and the fact they are within a conservation area. Historic England, the
Environment Agency and Calderdale Council are all keen that the stone is re-
used. The properties are being demolished to prevent any further collapse
during another flood event.

Plans are for the scheme to be completed in phases and widening the river at
Greenhill Industrial Estate will continue to be explored.

A flood information centre is open in the village offering the public advice
on flood resilience and the opportunity to speak to Environment Agency staff



about plans for flood schemes in Calderdale.

Following the flooding of December 2015, the Environment Agency has completed
six new schemes, reducing flood risk to 500 homes as part of a £9million
recovery programme across Calderdale. In Mytholmroyd, significant work to
clear the channel, repair damaged walls and make safe damaged buildings has
already been carried out.

Press release: Improved flood warning
service now covers more properties

The Environment Agency has improved its flood warning systems across West
Yorkshire.

The updated service uses new modelling data, which gives more accurate
alerts, helping communities to be better prepared for flooding.

As part of this latest update, four new communities near Meanwood Beck,
Leeds, covering more than 3,000 properties are now included in the flood
warning service. They are:

e Meanwood Beck at Headingley and Weetwood, including properties on and
close to Weetwood Mill Lane, Stone Mill Way, Mill Pond Lane, Boothroyd
Drive and Sugar Well Road.

e Meanwood Beck at Busingthorpe and Sheepscar, including properties on and
close to Meanwood Road, Buslingthorpe Lane, Buslingthorpe Mills,
Sackville Street and Barrack Street.

e Meanwood Beck at Sheepscar, Mabgate and Quarry Hill, including
properties on and close to Sheepscar Street, Regent Street and Saint
Peter’s Street.

e Gipton Beck and Gledhow Beck, including properties on and close to
Roundhay Road, Markham Avenue and Gledhow Valley Road

Due to these changes, the Environment Agency is encouraging Leeds residents
and local businesses to check if they are at risk of flooding and to sign up
to receive the flood warning service so they can be aware of when flooding is
possible.

Residents can find out if they are eligible to receive flood warnings, and
then registering, by calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188, or by visiting
www.goVv.uk/check-flood-risk.

This website also includes information about how to be better prepared for
flooding.

Dr Jenny Armstrong, Environment Agency flood resilience officer, said:
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The becks in these communities can rise very quickly after heavy
rain, so providing warnings can be difficult, but our new and
improve warnings aim to alert the community in a timely manner,
giving people more time to prepare, and to be aware of possible
flooding so that they do not put themselves at danger.

Press release: Worcestershire man
sentenced for waste offences

Yesterday (16 August 2017), Mark Smyth, aged 40, from Pershore,
Worcestershire was sentenced to 12 months imprisonment suspended for 18
months, with 200 hours unpaid work following a prosecution brought by the
Environment Agency at Worcester Crown Court. He was also ordered to pay
£10,000 compensation to the landowner and disqualified from acting as a
company director for 7 years.

Mr Smyth, who was the sole director of Arrow Gypsum Recycling Ltd, pleaded
guilty to breaching the company’s environmental permit condition and was
found guilty of failing to comply with an enforcement notice served by the
Environment Agency,

Events leading to the prosecution

During early 2015, the Environment Agency received a report that gypsum waste
was being stored outside the building on the site. The conditions of the
environmental permit stipulated that waste must be stored within the
building, to avoid any risk to the environment.

Further investigations established that Mr Smyth had abandoned the site,
leaving 29 tonnes of gypsum plasterboard outside the building and in excess
of 5,000 tonnes inside the building. Attempts were made by Environment Agency
officers to speak to Mr Smyth about the permit breach and clearance of the
material outside. When Mr Smyth failed to respond, a formal enforcement
notice was served, requiring him to clear the waste he abandoned on the site
he rented at Crucible Business Park in Norton, Worcester. Mr Smyth ignored
the enforcement notice.

Comments during the court hearing

During the trial the defendant claimed not to have received the enforcement
notice. This was not accepted by the Magistrates, who found the defendant did
receive the notice, but chose to bury his head in the sand and ignore it.

Environment Agency officers have worked with an agent of the landowner to
clear the site, at a cost of £450,000. At Worcester Crown Court, His Honour
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Judge Cole, found that the substantial clean up costs was a serious
aggravating feature of the case. It was clear to the court that once the
processing of the gypsum waste ceased and the building became full, Mr Smyth
should have stopped accepting the waste, but he did not. He deliberately
continued accepting waste, leading to the breach of the permit; waste being
stored outside. Mr Smyth ignored his responsibilities as the director of the
company and left the waste on the site at considerable cost to the landowner.

In mitigation the court heard that Mr Smyth intended to operate the business

in line with the permit when he took over the business in 2013, but when the

processing of the waste stopped, he had contracts that had to be honoured, so
he carried on accepting the waste.

HHJ Cole suspended the term of imprisonment, taking into consideration the
potential impact on Mr Smyth’s 12 year daughter and her mother, along with Mr
Smyth’s previous good character.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer in charge of the
investigation said:

Waste crime is a serious offence with tough penalties as it can
damage the environment, blight local communities and undermine
those who operate legally. This case sends out a clear message that
we will not hesitate to take action against anyone that fails to
comply.

You can call the Environment Agency on 0370 850 6506 to find out how to
responsibly manage any waste your business produces or visit the manage your
waste GOV.UK pages.
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