
Press release: Environment Agency
chair to visit Derbyshire’s BogFest
2017

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, will be visiting
Derbyshire on Friday 22 September to present at a conference as part of the
three-day BogFest 2017 event in Edale.

BogFest 2017, organised by the Moors for the Future Partnership and the
International Union for Conservation of Nature UK Peatland Programme, forms a
conference programme for invited delegates alongside a range of activities
and sessions for the public to celebrate the iconic moorland of the Peak
District and South Pennines.

Emma Howard Boyd will be presenting at the conference along with the
Environment Agency’s East Midlands Area Manager, Louise Cresswell, and other
Environment Agency officers. Emma will be presenting on the benefits and
progress made in using natural flood risk management and also chair other
sessions at the conference.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:

I am looking forward to visiting Derbyshire and attending the
BogFest 2017 conference. The Environment Agency has been working
with the Moors for the Future Partnership as a significant partner
for over 10 years, and we have supported a range of research and
delivery projects.

Whilst our involvement initially focussed on the biodiversity- and
carbon-related benefits of the peatland restoration, it has
increasingly focussed on the water quality and natural flood risk
management benefits.

Through our ongoing involvement in the partnership, we are able to
influence as to where resources are devoted in the moorland
landscape. We benefit from the influence offered by working within
the partnership to achieve this, and from the work of the programme
team in securing significant resources from funding bids.

The partnership’s strength lies in its relevance to people and
wildlife across the Dark Peak and South Pennines. The region is one
of the most visited areas of moorland in the world offering a range
of ecosystem services to a vast local population.

The partnership also provides a great networking opportunity
between landowners and policy-making bodies and allows us to
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influence the various needs of research to supply evidence which
supports the management of the moorland.

Chris Dean, Moors for the Future Partnership’s Head of Programme Delivery,
said:

We are delighted to welcome Emma Howard Boyd to BogFest – our first
festival-style conference, celebrating the iconic uplands and
brilliant blanket bogs across the UK.

The conference takes place in Edale, at the foot of the South
Pennines, where blanket bog is slowly recovering from devastation
caused by pollution dating back to the industrial revolution and
damage from wildfires.

With the support of the Environment Agency, together we have
restored much of the most severely damaged blanket bog, facilitated
the regeneration of upland clough woodlands, and inspired the
public to get involved in the UK’s first upland citizen science
initiative.

Thanks to the funding from the Environment Agency and our other
partners and funders, our work has far-reaching benefits including
natural flood risk management, water quality, biodiversity, carbon
storage, and health and well-being.

Background
The Moors for the Future Partnership delivers its work through the Peak
District National Park Authority as the lead and accountable body. It is
supported through its partners including the Environment Agency, Natural
England, National Trust, RSPB, Severn Trent Water, United Utilities,
Yorkshire Water, Pennine Prospects and representatives of the moorland owner
and farming community.

BogFest is financed by Moors for the Future Partnership’s MoorLIFE2020
project, a 5-year programme that aims to protect remaining active blanket bog
in the South Pennines Special Area of Conservation. The project is delivered
by the Peak District National Park Authority as the lead and accountable
body. On-the-ground delivery of the project is being undertaken largely by
the Moors for the Future Partnership staff team with works also undertaken by
the National Trust High Peak and Marsden Moor Estate, the RSPB Dove Stone
team and Pennine Prospects (the Associated Beneficiaries).

The Moors for the Future Partnership has been working since 2003 to protect
the most degraded landscape in Europe. Using innovative conservation
techniques it has transformed over 32sq km of black degraded peat in the Peak
District National Park and South Pennines. A monitoring programme provides
evidence of the effectiveness of these techniques and is backed up by
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innovative communications that inspire people to care for these special
places.

Press release: Flood risk reduced and
wildlife brimming over on the Ribble

A new scheme that will improve flood protection, boost wildlife habitats and
create 160 hectares of new saltmarsh, was opened today (Thursday 21st
September).

The new reserve not only creates new saltmarsh habitat but strengthens sea
defences. The £6 million scheme at Hesketh, in Lancashire, is a partnership
project between the RSPB, Natural England and the Environment Agency.

The RSPB’s Hesketh Out Marsh Reserve and Natural England’s Ribble Estuary
National Nature Reserve (NNR) are a real world demonstration of the newly-
launched joint strategy for NNRs. The Environment Agency has breached the
banks at Hesketh Out Marsh East. This important work has been made possible
by:

almost £2 million funding from Landfill Communities Fund monies from FCC
Environment through WREN
£3.7 million government funding to reduce flood risk

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

Hesketh is an inspiring project, creating fantastic new habitats
for wildlife and providing increased flood protection for hundreds
of people living around the Ribble Estuary.

This £6 million scheme shows how embracing new ideas and working
with partners can create tremendous benefits for the environment.

Natural England’s Chairman, Andrew Sells, said:

England’s National Nature Reserves are the most special places for
nature, which also help improve the wellbeing of people making more
than 17 million visits every year. Uniting these two reserves on
the Ribble will create wonderful new habitat, reduce the risk of
flooding and enhance the area’s appeal to wildlife.

It is also an extremely symbolic moment, demonstrating how
conservation will work in the future. Bringing together a number of
important organisations and the local community, with the aim of
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providing a far greater home for nature, is at the heart of the new
Joint NNR strategy. It will enable us all to deliver more public
benefits, such as improved health and wellbeing, and allow wildlife
to spill over and enrich the surrounding countryside.

On completion, the full RSPB Hesketh Out Marsh Reserve will include 340
hectares of saltmarsh, making it the largest site of its kind in the north of
England. Natural England will designate the reserve as part of the existing
Ribble Estuary NNR later in 2017. The RSPB and Natural England will then
jointly manage both sites as effectively one large reserve. Ribble Estuary
NNR is already England’s third largest National Nature Reserve.

Robin Horner, RSPB Area Manager said:

We’re delighted to be celebrating this partnership work and all
that has been achieved through this project. These improved coastal
defences, fronted by saltmarsh, deliver much needed local climate
change adaptation and provide invaluable new wildlife habitat close
to Britain’s most important single river estuary for birds.

Work at Hesketh Outmarsh East has involved strengthening and raising the
height of 2km of flood banks. This has reduced the flood risk to more than
140 properties and 300 hectares of prime farmland nearby. This is known as
‘managed realignment’, and is one of the largest schemes of its kind in the
UK.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:

Hesketh is a win, win scenario – a fantastic scheme which not only
works with nature to reduce flood risk but also brings benefits to
the wider environment and local communities. Through partnership
working we can achieve more and Hesketh proves that.

Press release: Hefty fines for anglers
fishing without a licence

The Environment Agency is reminding anglers of the importance of having a rod
licence after three men were handed hefty fines for fishing illegally in
separate offences.

They were caught during targeted patrols by Environment Agency Fisheries
Enforcement Officers.
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On 16 April this year, Adrian Faife, 59, of Gairloch Road, Camberwell,
London, was found fishing for eels or freshwater fish at Aldin Fishing
Lakes, Durham without a licence.
On 30 April 2017, Sylwester Michneiwicz, 37, of Roker Avenue,
Sunderland, was caught trout fishing at Derwent Reservoir, Consett,
without a license.
On 1 May this year, Jordan Mark Aldworth, 22, of St Johns Walk, Escomb,
Bishop Auckland, was found fishing for trout at Grassholme Reservoir,
Middleton In Teesdale.

Each was fined a total of £611, ordered to pay costs of £127 and a victim
surcharge of £44.

The offences were all proved in absence at County Durham and Darlington
Magistrates’ Court on 13 September.

The Environment Agency’s Fisheries Technical Specialist for the North East,
Kevin Summerson, said:

It is wrong for anglers to think they can avoid paying for a
licence. Those that do are cheating their fellow anglers.

Environment Agency Fisheries Officers are out checking licences
almost every day of the year at all times of day. It’s just not
worth it to fish without the appropriate licence. The most a coarse
and trout licence costs is £45, which would cover an angler for one
year from the date of purchase and, where conditions permit, allow
the angler to fish with up to three rods.

With what it has cost these anglers in fines, costs and victim
surcharge they could have fished legally for over 10 years.

All income from rod licence sales is used to fund Environment Agency work to
protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, including improving habitats
for fish and facilities for anglers, tackling illegal fishing and working
with partners to encourage people to give fishing a go.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy – you can buy them online at the Post
Office.

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60.

Press release: No waste permit costs
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driver

Caught driving a tipper truck full of waste without being registered with the
Environment Agency has today (Mon 18/9) cost Patrick Egan £965.

Egan of Grange Road, Grays was convicted in his absence by Basildon
magistrates of driving the truck without being registered as a waste carrier
nor being employed by a registered waste carrier.

The court fined him £660 and ordered that as well as the fine he should pay a
victim surcharge of £66, Environment Agency costs of £85 and compensation of
£154.

The tipper truck was stopped by police in Gumley Road, Grays in the course of
an investigation into fly-tipping.

When the vehicle was stopped in January this year it was loaded with rubble,
bricks and plasterboard.

Don’t ignore advice

Egan told them the vehicle belonged to a friend called James whom he
sometimes did favours for, such as driving lorries, and was paid £100 to
drive it.

He said he did not check the load.

After the hearing an Environment Agency officer spokesperson said: “People
driving tipper trucks such as Mr Egan drove have a responsibility to check
the load and to be properly permitted by the Environment Agency. It is not
good enough to ignore this advice as the court decision has shown today.”

The cost of registering with the Environment Agency in 2017 is £154. The
registration is valid for 3 years.

Press release: Explore the wonders of
the Witham in free Wyndham Park event

Habitat improvements at Grantham’s Wyndham Park are the stage for a day of
free activities helping everyone enjoy the nature on their doorstep.

Environment and conservation experts will be on hand at the award-winning
location on Sunday 24 September, offering games, competitions, crafts,
wildlife spotting and more.
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All activities have been designed to show how easy and fun it is to get
closer to nature – and play a part in protecting it.

The event marks the official unveiling of improvements to Wyndham’s Park’s
natural habitat, and a 100m-stretch of the River Witham that flows through
it.

Enhancements include an area of stepped decking enabling safe access to a
shallow part of the river and new wetland habitat to attract rare species.

All were funded using fishing licence money from the Environment Agency,
which is re-invested into rivers, helping to improve facilities for anglers,
tackle illegal fishing and encourage more people to take up the sport.

The event will offer a chance to explore the changes to the park’s habitat,
and discover how they benefit both visitors and wildlife.

Matt Parr, geomorphology technical specialist at the Environment Agency,
said:

Few things beat the great outdoors but that doesn’t mean you have
to escape into the wilderness. Natural wonders can be found right
in the heart of your town.

We’ll be on hand to help you spot the opportunities, using the
beauty of Wyndham Park – and our improvements to the river there –
to show how easy and fun it is to get closer to nature.

Organisations taking part in the event include the Environment Agency, South
Kesteven District Council, Lincolnshire Rivers Trust, Anglian Water and
Rivercare.

It takes place from 12noon to 4.30pm on Sunday 24 September. The date
coincides with World Rivers Day, a global celebration of rivers, their value
to local communities and the importance of looking after them.


