
Press release: Rural crime crackdown
in north east

The Environment Agency has joined forces with Durham Constabulary in a
Christmas crackdown on rural crime.

Fisheries enforcement officers supported police on patrols in the operation
in Weardale on Wednesday night, 20 December.

It follows previous joint partnership operations in the north east to disrupt
travelling criminals and gather intelligence about rural crime, including
illegal fishing.

Also joining police and the Environment Agency was Weardale and Teesdale
Mountain Rescue team and local Weardale farmers.

During the operation police used Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)
technology to target vehicles suspected of being linked to crime, as well as
checking vehicles in suspicious circumstances and focusing on key locations.

The operation resulted in a number of suspected lamping activities in
relation to game poaching – where a light is used to hunt animals. And
intelligence was passed between police and fisheries officers about
suspicious activity and vehicles.

‘We always act on intelligence’

Kevin Summerson, Fisheries Enforcement Specialist for the Environment Agency
in the north east, said:

This operation is another example of the close relationship that
has developed over a number of years with Durham Constabulary.

We work together every day to tackle many aspects of rural,
environmental and wildlife crime. It’s a co-ordinated effort to
disrupt potential illegal activity, identify offenders and gather
intelligence.

Illegal fishing damages fish stocks and the environment and is
unfair on anglers who abide by the law and buy their rod licences –
the income from which is used to improve fisheries and habitats.

We always act on intelligence we receive and I’d urge anyone with
information about suspected illegal fishing to contact us.

Sergeant Simon Rogers, from Durham Constabulary, added:
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We regularly work with partners such as the Environment Agency on
operations to tackle rural crime. Wednesday’s operation was part of
our ongoing commitment to tackle and disrupt those who choose to
commit crime in rural areas.

Anyone who believes they have been a victim of crime should contact
us on 101, or dial 999 in an emergency.

Anyone with information about illegal fishing is asked to contact the
Environment Agency’s 24-hour Incident Hotline on 0800 807060 or the police on
101. In an emergency or to report a crime ongoing always dial 999.

Press release: Custodial sentence for
rogue waste operator

David Shrigley was described as a ‘willful and persistent’ offender who
flouted the law for financial gain over a lengthy period of time.

Shrigley and his former wife, Donna, were directors of DRS Demolition
National Ltd and operated a waste transfer station at Domellick Manor, St
Dennis, Cornwall. Magistrates accepted that David Shrigley, 68, was largely
to blame for the offences and that his ex-wife, Donna Shrigley, 47, had a far
lower culpability.

In 2015 the company went into liquidation and its operating licence was
disclaimed. Prior to liquidation, the Environment Agency had become
increasingly concerned at the growing quantity of waste being stored at the
site.

The operator continued to accept waste which generated income, but failed to
process and transfer if off site. The build-up of material, that included
mixed landfill waste, posed a serious fire risk and could have caused
environmental harm. The company saved money by failing to transfer processed
waste off site.

Despite repeated requests from the Environment Agency, the company failed to
remove excess waste and improve its management of the site before going into
liquidation. This culminated in the directors being served with an
Enforcement Notice.

In April 2016 David and Donna Shrigley were jointly convicted, at Bodmin
magistrates court, with failing to comply with an Enforcement Notice,
breaching permit conditions and operating without a permit. Sentencing
included the issuing of a court order for all the controlled waste at
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Domellick Manor to be cleared and taken to a licensed site for safe disposal
within 18 months.

On 12 October 2017, an Environment Agency officer visited the site and saw
the court order hadn’t been complied with. He found evidence of fresh waste
deposits and signs that tracked vehicles had been operating at the site.

Richard Cloke for the Environment Agency said:

It is essential waste is managed properly. Failure to do so poses a
real threat to people living nearby and to the environment, from
pollution, odours and fire risk, and can result in expensive clean-
up costs. It also undermines the business and reputation of
legitimate operators who are doing the right thing. This case
demonstrates that courts are increasingly taking illegal waste
activity very seriously. We hope this sentence acts as a deterrent
to those that might be tempted to flout the law.

David Shrigley, 68, was sentenced to 40 days in prison and ordered to pay
£1,039 costs for failing to comply with a court order made under Regulation
44 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010.

Magistrates accepted Donna Shrigley had been unable to clear the site without
the co-operation of her ex-husband following their divorce. Crucially, he had
failed to transfer ownership of the site away from her as promised; placing
her at risk of prosecution. As a result, the court imposed a minimal fine of
£1.00 with £259 costs.

The court order is still in place and legal responsibility for the removal of
waste from Domellick Manor remains with David Shrigley.

Press release: Nottingham man fined
for carrying waste without a licence

A 43-year old Nottingham man has been sentenced to pay a fine of £880.00 plus
£1,989 costs and a £88 victim surcharge for an offence committed under s1(1)
of the Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989.

Darren Pike from Betts Avenue, Hucknall, NG15 6UP was sentenced at Nottingham
Magistrates Court on Wednesday 20 December in relation to a charge of
carrying waste without the requisite upper tier Waste Carriers’ Licence. Mr
Pike failed to attend Court and the case was proven in his absence.

The charges were brought by the Environment Agency. The court heard how
during a multi-agency operation on 11 May 2017, in conjunction with
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Nottinghamshire Police and Nottingham City Council, a Ford Transit Tipper
truck driven by Mr Pike was found to be fully laden with waste, including
plastic, furniture, toys, a fridge and a soiled mattress.

A number of waste transfer notes and weighbridge tickets were also found in
the vehicle, which suggested that Mr Pike had previously taken waste (scrap
metal) to two separate sites, one in Nottingham and the other in Mansfield. A
public register search confirmed Mr Pike did not hold a Waste Carriers’
licence.

Sinead Chamberlain, Environment Officer at the Environment Agency said:

On carrying out an interview under caution with Mr Pike in May this
year, he admitted he was not a registered waste carrier. A letter
was given to him containing advice and guidance in relation to
registering as a waste carrier however, a subsequent check in
August showed he had failed to register.

By not having the necessary licence, which costs just £154 and is
easy to apply for, Mr Pike has incurred a total penalty of £2957.

The Environment Agency is working hard to make sure all businesses
carrying waste have the correct authorisations to allow them to
transport waste – a waste carrier’s registration from the
Environment Agency.

This case demonstrates we will take action against those who do not
operate within the confines of relevant regulations and we hope it
will serve as an example for other waste carriers to make sure they
have the relevant licence in place.

Mr Pike has 28 days to pay. When sentencing, the Court took into account the
aggravating feature of the offence being committed for financial gain, as
well the defendant’s previous “unblemished” record for environmental
offences.

Charge

On 11 May 2017, Darren Pike, being a person who is not a registered
carrier of controlled waste, did, in the course of his business or
otherwise with a view to profit, transport controlled waste, namely
wood, plastics, a mattress and a refrigerator, from Betts Avenue,
Hucknall, NG15 6UP, being a place in Great Britain contrary to section
1(1) of the Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989

The Control of Pollution (Amendment) Act 1989 makes it a criminal
offence for a person to transport controlled waste to or from any place
in the United Kingdom, with a view for profit, if they do not possess
the requisite Waste Carriers’ Licence.



News story: Flood defence milestone:
100,000 more properties better
protected

Better protecting communities from flooding continues to be a top priority
for the government, the Environment Secretary Michael Gove will reaffirm
today.

Flood defences continue to be built apace across England and 100,000
properties are now better protected thanks to the 350 new flood schemes that
have been completed since April 2015.

The Environment Secretary is in Devon today to open a new £12 million flood
defence scheme in Dawlish Warren, reducing flood risk to 2800 homes and
businesses around the Exe Estuary, as well as the main rail line into South
Devon and Cornwall.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

Our £2.6 billion investment programme is well underway, with
100,000 more properties already better protected from flooding and
that figure set to triple in under four years.

Dawlish Warren is only one of 350 new defences built since 2015 and
work continues on schemes across the country – all of which are
helping to bring peace of mind to communities, as well as
investment and opportunities.

With elements including a new 100 metre long flood wall and over 200,000
cubic metres of sand, Dawlish Warren uses top engineering techniques and the
natural landscape to reduce flood risk, while also conserving habitat for
birds and wildlife.

As the Environment Secretary opens one flood scheme for Devon, he will
simultaneously announce that work will begin next year on another £12 million
scheme just across the estuary, in Exmouth. Both schemes are part of the
government’s continued £115 million investment drive to reduce flood risk to
15,000 homes and businesses in Devon and Cornwall by 2021.

On top of this existing funding, the Environment Secretary will announce an
extra £1.6 million for Devon from the recent Budget: this will go towards two
schemes, one in Plymouth and one in Whimple.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency said:
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We have made great progress in the last two years to reduce flood
risk around the country and this milestone of 100,000 homes better
protected shows how far we’ve come. These new schemes at Dawlish
Warren and Exmouth are brilliant examples of how the Environment
Agency’s teams continue to work hard to benefit local communities.

In addition to building new defences, this winter we are better
prepared than ever before to respond if flooding occurs with new
equipment, better technology and more than 6,500 trained staff
ready to act.

Following his visit to Dawlish Warren, the Environment Secretary will visit
the Devon Wildlife Trust’s trial reintroduction of beavers on the River Otter
to see the visible impacts they have had on the landscape; creating new dams,
pools and other dramatic changes.

The Environment Secretary’s interest in the project follows the recent
announcement that he is supportive of a planned similar scheme in the Forest
of Dean, which has been granted a licence to proceed.

Press release: Environment Agency
offers stocking fillers for anglers

The Environment Agency is getting into the festive spirit by providing
stocking fillers for anglers as its staff restock rivers with thousands of
fish in the run up to Christmas.

Calverton fish farm, the Environment Agency’s specialist fish breeding farm
in Nottingham, produces between 400,000 and 500,000 fish each year. The farm
breeds nine species of fish including Chub, Dace, Barbel, Roach, Bream,
Crucians, Rudd, Tench and Grayling. The restocking activity is part of an
annual programme, funded by income from rod licence sales.

Alan Henshaw, fisheries team leader at the Environment Agency said:

Many of our industrialised rivers have improved dramatically in
water quality in the last 30 years and concerted restocking from
Calverton has accelerated the restoration of natural fish stocks
and viable fisheries.

New techniques in Pond Rearing have delivered significant
improvements in the average size of the 18 month-old fish and many
rivers and lakes throughout England have benefited from these
stockings. The quality and range of fish produced as part of the
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restocking programme is testament to the hard work of the staff at
Calverton farm.

All of this work is funded by money from rod licence sales to protect and
improve fish stocks and fisheries.”

Some notable stockings that will take place:

34,781 mixed Chub, Dace and Roach stocked into the River Leadon in
Gloucestershire.

29,750 mixed fish stocked into Rivers, Canals and Stillwaters across
Cumbria and Lancashire in the North West.

600 Barbel into the River Dearne in South Yorkshire.

21,000 Roach, Bream, Crucians and Tench stocked into still waters and
7,600 Chub, Dace and Barbel stocked across rivers in Thames region.

6,400 fish comprising of 6 different species split between the River
Wid, Blackwater and Colne in Anglian East region.

4,250 Roach, Bream and Tench into the Blind Yeo in Wessex plus more than
3,000 additional fish split into other waters in the area.

More stockings will continue into the New Year.

Restocking of England’s Rivers and Lakes by the Environment Agency happens
for a number of reasons. This may be following a pollution incident where the
original population has been lost, where recruitment is poor or in the
creation of brand-new fisheries and Angling opportunities.


