
Press release: Call to sign up for
flood warnings as up to 80% of
Lincolnshire coastal communities yet
to fully register

The Environment Agency has today urged residents on the Lincolnshire coast to
sign up for flood warnings, as its flagship £7m Lincolnshire coastal flood
scheme wraps up for this year.

Over the course of the £7m Lincolnshire Beach Management (LBM) scheme, the
EA’s contractors pumped around 400,000 cubic metres of sand onto
Lincolnshire’s coastal beaches. This sand helps to protect people and their
properties by reducing flood risk and damage to the sea defences along the
coast. The added sand acts as a buffer between the sea and the defences,
taking out the brunt of the wave energy, thereby extending the lifespan of
the EA’s defences.

Restoring sand levels that are naturally lost to the sea over the year helps
the EA reduce flood risk to over 20,000 homes and businesses, 24,500 static
caravans and 35,000 hectares of land.

But although the EA has staff working around the clock to protect people and
their property from flooding, the risk of flooding can never be completely
eliminated. That’s why the EA is calling for residents in coastal communities
to sign up for its free flood warning service.

The latest figures show that thousands of people who live in ‘at risk
communities’ along the Lincolnshire coast are still yet to sign up – with the
percentage of residents fully registered for warnings in key communities like
Skegness as low as 22%.

Flood warnings give people valuable information and time to prepare for
flooding, and the EA’s free service enables residents to choose how they’d
like to receive warnings and alerts. Although some residents will be enrolled
automatically through their telephone provider, they can sign up fully by
online or by calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188. People can also make a flood
plan here so they know what to do to prepare, act and survive.

Mark Robinson, senior flood risk advisor for the Environment Agency, said:

The completion of our £7m LBM coastal flood scheme will help us
continue to protect and reduce flood risk for tens of thousands of
people and their properties. This scheme extends the life of our
sea defences by protecting them from the energy of the waves as
they impact on the coast.

Although we work around the clock to reduce flood risk to
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Lincolnshire’s coastal communities, the risk can never be
completely eliminated. Our latest figures show that many people on
Lincolnshire’s coast are yet to sign up for flood warnings –
warnings that could give them vital information and time to prepare
and act for flooding.

We urge people in Lincolnshire’s coastal communities to sign up to
our free flood warning service now by visiting
www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk or by calling Floodline on 0345 988
1188.

Press release: Spot check crackdown on
waste carriers around London City
Airport

Environment Agency officers are once again out in force to crack down on
illegal waste crime around London City Airport.

Recently the Environment Agency supported a multi-agency day with partners
including the Met police and DVSA – in a bid to reduce and disrupt waste
crimes, metal/cable theft, tax evasion and prevent dangerous vehicles from
being on the road.

During the day of action, vehicles were stopped by officers from the partner
agencies to identify offences and non-compliance.

On one occasion, a vehicle carrying a suspected stolen cable was stopped. The
driver was interviewed under caution by the Police with an Environment
Officer on hand to question him about duty of care offences and non-
compliance.
Environment officers also checked whether waste carriers were providing waste
transfer notes to the sites where they collected waste from.

Senior Environmental Crime Officer Julia Leigh said:

We want to make it very clear to people that everyone has a duty of
care to ensure their waste is managed and disposed of correctly by
the people they give it to. If you use illegal waste carriers to
take your rubbish you risk being fined up to £5000. When someone
offers to take your waste, you need to check that they are a
registered waste carrier with us and they must provide you with a
waste transfer note that tells you where they are taking the waste
to.
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Police and DVSA used their powers to prohibit a number of vehicles
from being used on the road due to the dangerous defects they
identified.

DVSA vehicle examiner Keith Barker, whose team took three vans off
the road during the operation, said:

DVSA is committed to protecting you from unsafe drivers and
vehicles. There’s no excuse for driving with mechanical defects or
with an overweight or unstable load. Those on London’s roads who
break the rules are putting themselves and others at risk. Working
alongside our colleagues in the Environment Agency we’ll crack down
on rogue drivers and operators, making London’s roads safer for
all.

Waste being transported with no authorisations is likely to end-up
at unregulated sites. Such sites store waste in vast quantities and
for long periods of time posing significant risks to health and the
environment. Risks can include fire which has the potential to
contaminate water and land as well as air pollution from smoke.
Illegal waste sites are often the cause of odour complaints too.

Julia Leigh added:

People who manage waste illegally cost the taxpayer millions every
year in clean-up costs and make considerable sums of undeclared
income. They also undercut legitimate business, and pose a direct
threat to sustainable growth in the waste management sector. Our
enforcement days make sure that the Right Waste goes to the right
place to stop unpermitted businesses undermining legitimate
businesses and help create a level playing field.

Media enquiries: 0800 141 2743.

Press release: Anglers urged to report
non-native salmon catches

The Environment Agency is urging anglers and commercial fishermen to report
unusual catches after a non-native pink salmon was caught in North East
waters.
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The fish was captured in a commercial net, close to the mouth of the River
Tyne in early June. Since then, there have been further unconfirmed reports
of pink salmon being caught in coastal nets in the North East.

Around 200 non-native pink salmon were caught in waters off the North East
and Yorkshire coast in 2017 and by anglers in the rivers Tyne, Coquet, Wear
and Hull, but this is the first confirmed catch of 2018. Further afield,
anglers have confirmed catches in rivers in Scotland and in western Ireland.

Pink salmon (Onchorhyncus gorbuscha), also known as humpback salmon,
originate from the northern Pacific Ocean.

Millions were stocked in the White Sea region of north Russia from the 1950s
until the early 2000s to develop a net fishery. As a result, some have
established self-sustaining populations in rivers and coastal areas in
Russia, Finland and northern Norway. These populations now appear to be
expanding. This is the most likely origin of the pink salmon recently caught
in the UK and Ireland.

Non-native species have the potential to disturb the natural balance of our
environment so, the Environment Agency is collecting data on sightings of
pink salmon so officers can monitor and review any potential impact on
biodiversity.

The Environment Agency’s Jonathan Shelley said:

The high numbers of pink salmon in our waters in 2017 was quite
unusual. Now we’ve seen the first pink salmon caught in 2018, we’re
asking anglers and netsmen to make us aware of any other pink
salmon they catch.

I’d urge them to contact us if they see any non-native salmon in
the waters, with a date, location and if possible a photograph,
which would really help us identify them and build up a picture of
where they are.

At this stage we don’t think there’s likely to be a major impact on
wild fish stocks, but it is important we build up as comprehensive
a picture of the number and distribution of pink salmon arriving,
so we can take any necessary action.

Fishermen who hold a salmon licence and catch pink salmon are asked not to
return the fish to the water if they are confident in their identification.
Instead they are asked to dispatch them humanely and make the fish available
to the Environment Agency for inspection and further analysis. If this is not
possible, they are asked to send a sample of the scales. Coarse and trout
anglers who catch pink salmon are asked to retain them in a keep net if



possible and alert the Environment Agency to arrange collection. If this is
not possible, the fish should be released.

Data collected will help the Environment Agency, fisheries researchers and
other organisations with an interest in fisheries management in the United
Kingdom, Ireland and Scandinavia, better understand how to manage the arrival
of pink salmon in the UK.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the North East environmental
monitoring team on 0800 807060 or email jonathan.shelley@environment-
agency.gov.uk.

Press release: River coarse fishing
season in full swing

River coarse fishing is back in full swing following the three month close
season from 15 March to 15 June.

And to kick off the new season Environment Agency Fisheries Enforcement
officers in the North East carried out a weekend blitz to ensure anglers were
abiding by the law.

Patrols on Saturday saw the team patrol 43 rivers and stillwaters in the
region by land and boat checking a total of 185 anglers, with five rod
licence offences detected.

During the three-month close season the North East team carried out 87
patrols detecting 26 close season and 7 rod licence offences.

Proactive patrols

Rachael Caldwell, Enforcement Team Leader in North East, said:

Our enforcement team is really proactive in carrying out patrols to
prevent and detect rod licence and other associated offences.

They have a close relationship with partners and act on information
and intelligence to target patrols to the right areas and at the
right time. This is reflected in the close season figures, which
are some of the best in the country. Law abiding anglers can be
reassured our teams are taking action.

Across the country, the Environment Agency reported 87 close season offences
during the first 10 weeks of the annual restricted period for coarse fish.
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Officers carried out 729 targeted patrols, also detecting 115 other offences,
mainly unlicensed fishing, but also several illegally set traps.

Operation CLAMPDOWN

As well as working with partners at the police and angling clubs, the
Environment Agency was supported across the country by Angling Trust
Voluntary Bailiff Service members on Operation CLAMPDOWN. Now in its sixth
year, the operation is a joint initiative between the Environment Agency,
Angling Trust’s Fisheries Enforcement Support Service and police forces,
aimed at gathering intelligence about illegal fishing.

Dilip Sarkar MBE, Angling Trust National Enforcement Manager, said:

These figures show that during Operation CLAMPDOWN 6 Volunteer
Bailiffs throughout England are demonstrating their massive
commitment to protecting fish and fisheries and cracking down on
illegal fishing. All anglers can help this process, in fact – at
any time of year – by reporting information and offences in
progress to the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60, or the police
on 101/999 as appropriate.

The summer is a great time to get out there and go fishing, but the
Environment Agency is reminding anglers to make sure they have a fishing
licence before they go. Rachael added:

It’s a great time to go fishing. So I’d encourage anglers to get
out there, enjoy yourselves fishing and make sure you are doing the
right thing.

The vast majority of anglers fish legally; sadly there are a small
number who cheat others by fishing during the close season. It is
still possible for anglers to fish during this time on many
stillwaters and canals, which are open all year round.

We respond to the intelligence we receive about illegal fishing by
ensuring our patrols are targeted at the right places – and the
right people.

You can buy a licence online and don’t forget that all fishing licence income
is used to fund work to protect, improve and develop fisheries, fish habitats
and angling. If you want to fish a new river this season, why not visit the
fishinginfo website to find details of different venues, river levels and
angling clubs.

Anyone who suspects illegal fishing to be taking place should report the
matter to the Environment Agency’s incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
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Press release: Fishing licence money
protecting fish from predatory birds

Local anglers at Wedgwood pools had been concerned that a number of
Cormorants and Goosanders were eating the fish and leaving very little
behind. The birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,
so it was up to the Environment Agency to step in and protect the fish.

Last week saw the completion of 2 fish refuge ‘floating islands’ at Wedgwood
pools, Barleston, Stoke on Trent. The islands allow fish cover from the
birds, through the use of cages beneath the islands, allowing fish to swim in
but not the birds.

Environment Agency Fisheries Technical Officer, Mick Buxton said:

This has been a really worthwhile project to be involved in. The
Cormorants and Goosanders are having a significant impact on the
recruitment of fish, so by introducing these islands, the fish have
a greater opportunity to thrive.

There is a secondary benefit from the project too. The plants on
the island will also help improve the water quality of the pool,
because the plants feed off nutrients in the water and this reduces
the risk of algal blooms.
The floating islands project was funded through the Fisheries
Improvement Program, were the money is collected from anglers
through rod licence sales.

An annual fishing licence costs just £30 and now lasts for 12 months from the
day you buy it. Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s
fisheries and is used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities
for anglers including protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and
disease, restoring fish stocks through re-stocking, eradicating invasive
species, and fish habitat improvements. Fishing licence money is also used to
fund the Angling Trust to provide information about fishing, to encourage
participation in the sport and to manage a voluntary bailiff scheme.

Children under 13 fish for free. Anyone aged 13 to 16 also fish for free, but
do need to have a valid Environment Agency fishing licence. Anyone over 16
must pay for an Environment Agency fishing licence to fish for salmon, trout,
freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England.

More information on fisheries and fishing licences, including how to buy your
rod licence is available online.
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