
Official Statistics: European Forest
Accounts: UK 2014 data

This release contains data on stocks and flows of wooded land and timber and
economic data on UK forestry to be submitted to Eurostat for the production
of EU statistics on forestry. It replaces the previous Integrated
Environmental and Economic Accounting for Forestry.

News story: Welsh Secretary launches
series of Brexit discussions

Starting in Builth Wells today, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns and
Minister for Wales, Guto Bebb will meet farmers, farming unions and other
representatives from the agriculture sector to seek their views on powers
returning from the EU.

In particular, the discussion is expected to focus on where decisions might,
in future, be taken at a local level and the areas in which UK wide
frameworks might be desirable.

Over the following weeks, Ministers will meet representatives from a range of
sectors, including manufacturing and life sciences, in a number of locations
across the whole of Wales. They will be seeking answers from these sectors to
seven key questions:

What thinking have you done about these powers returning from the EU?1.
What do you think would work best for the people you represent?2.
Where do you think consistent standards or local variation may be3.
required?
How best do we ensure day 1 legal certainty and continuity?4.
What opportunities do you think exiting the EU offers the5.
people/industry you represent?
What should we do to make sure that we don’t create barriers to living6.
or doing business within the UK?
What common standards do we need to make sure that the UK can strike7.
future trade deals that benefit the whole of the UK?

Speaking ahead of the first event, Secretary of State for Wales, Alun Cairns,
said:

I am determined to make sure that Wales is in the strongest
possible position to benefit from Brexit and these events will help
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us to understand how the UK Government can deliver the best
solution.

The people I plan to meet over the coming weeks are in the engine
room, helping to keep the Welsh economy growing. By working
together I am confident we can make the most of this unique
opportunity to build a stronger, fairer Britain that works for
everyone.

Steve Hughson, Chief Executive of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, said:

With a rapidly changing political and financial climate, it
essential that all areas of the agricultural industry come together
and devise a way to make the most out of these changes.

It is fitting that the first of the UK Government’s meetings takes
place today here at the showground, the home of the Royal Welsh
Agricultural Society, which has become an important platform for
such high profile consultations over the years.

Representing over 21,000 members from all agricultural and rural
sectors and communities throughout Wales, the society will be
contributing to these discussions and helping shape and influence
the future of Welsh agriculture.

Notice: Downstream of Town Bridge,
Peterborough to the Dog in a Doublet

When: 4 February 2017 between 9am and 3.30pm

What’s happening: There is a rowing event taking place on the river Nene at
the locations and times stated.

Notice: Doddington Lock and Islip Lock

When: 1 February 2017 between 10am and 2pm.

What’s happening: There will be a power outage at the locks during the period
stated.
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Press release: North East man fined
for illegal fishing

The Environment Agency is reminding anglers of the importance of having a rod
licence after a County Durham man was fined for fishing illegally.

Dean Ferguson, 49, of Browning Hill, Coxhoe, failed to appear for his court
hearing at Peterlee Magistrates’ Court on Monday, 23 January.

In his absence he was fined £660, ordered to pay £127 costs and a victim
surcharge of £66.

Intelligence-led patrols

Shortly before midnight on the night of Saturday 6 August 2016, Environment
Agency Fisheries Enforcement Officers were carrying out intelligence-led
patrols on the River Wear in Durham city.

They saw Ferguson start fishing in the river using a double-handed salmon
rod, and almost immediately he had foul-hooked a sea trout, which means the
fish was hooked somewhere other than in the mouth.

He was stopped by the officers who searched his vehicle, and found the foul-
hooked fish. Ferguson also admitted he did not have a valid rod licence.

He was summonsed to appear at court for the offences. It’s illegal to fish
without a licence, and to fail to return to the water any fish that is foul-
hooked.

‘Vital’ that anglers abide by law

Kevin Summerson, Fisheries Technical Specialist for the North East, said:

It’s vital that anglers abide by the law to protect the future of
the sport and the quality of our rivers and fisheries.

We won’t hesitate to take action to stop illegal fishing and
hopefully this will act as a deterrent for any angler thinking of
cheating the system.

All the money raised from rod licence sales is used to protect and
improve fish stocks and fisheries, benefiting anglers.

Rod licence income funds improvements

During 2016 in the North East there were six serious fisheries offences
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resulting in £460 in fines and £600 costs, plus forfeiture of equipment and a
crushed vehicle.

There were a further 54 offenders prosecuted for 59 rod licence offences
resulting in fines of £14,327, with four offenders also given conditional
discharges.

Anyone discovered committing offences could face a substantial fine at court.

All income from rod licence sales is used to fund Environment Agency work to
protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, including improving habitats
for fish and facilities for anglers, tackling illegal fishing and working
with partners to encourage people to give fishing a go.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy – you can buy them online at the Post
Office.

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60.
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