Press release: Communities urged to
log on for new flood films

From February, the ‘Flood Friday’ films will be released on the first Friday
of every month throughout the year and will focus on what residents and
businesses can do to ‘Prepare, Act, Survive’ in the event of flooding.

Created by the Environment Agency’s Flood Resilience Team community
engagement officers, the campaign is aimed at helping those who live, work
and study in the region be more flood resilient.

The short films will focus on different aspects of flooding including:

e how to stay safe in a flood

e how to check if you are at risk of flooding
e what is surface water flooding?

e who to report flooding issues to

The first film focuses on how to check your flood risk and is already
available on the Environment Agency’s Youtube channel and will be shared
through social media.

Community engagement officers Taryn Al-Mashgari (Tyne and Wear), Sarah Pearce
(Cleveland) and Anna Caygill (Durham and Darlington) worked together on the
project. Taryn said:

These videos will be short and informative and include links to
websites and organisations we work closely with to ensure
communities have reliable information to help them understand,
prepare for and recover from flooding.

From our work with communities, we know how devastating it is to be
flooded and the impact it has on lives and livelihoods, so we’re
working hard to raise awareness of how to plan for such events.

As well as being shared on the Environment Agency’'s Twitter and Youtube
channels, they will be available on local authority websites and social media
and shared with other partners including the social housing, community and
voluntary sector.

To see the video visit Youtube

Communities can take three simple steps to help protect them, their homes and
property from the devastating effects of flooding. Visit the gov.uk web pages
to:

e check your postcode and find out if you are at risk of flooding
e sign-up for free flood warnings
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e view and save the three point flood plan so you know how to Prepare.
Act. Survive in a flood

Press release: Boaters to benefit from
£4.4m Nene-regeneration scheme

The Nenescape programme, which was launched in November with a £2.6m grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, will see 16 projects carried out by 11
organisations.

The scheme will invest more than £4.4m in the Nene Valley over the next 5
years, delivering projects that will improve access to the water, restore
wetland and wildlife habitat, uncover and celebrate the area’s history, and
develop tourism.

Renowned destination

Among the initiatives is one aimed at boosting the river’s reputation as a
nationally-renowned destination for boaters.

Led by the Environment Agency, this part of Nenescape will improve access to
and from the navigable part of the river, provide better facilities for those
cruising it, and make the most of nearby transport links, communities and
attractions. A total of £500,000 has been allocated to this part of the
scheme.

Proposals include additional moorings, better routes and access for canoeing,
improved links with nearby footpaths and cycleways, and more information for
visitors about the area’s sights, heritage and wildlife.

Boost for local economy

It is hoped this part of the Nenescape programme will attract more boaters
and other visitors to the area, boosting the local economy.

Candy Reed, partnership officer for the Environment Agency, said:
The River Nene is one of the nation’s greatest rivers — we’re
delighted to be playing a part in its future. Our work — and that

of the wider Nenescape programme — will help everyone get the most
out of this stunning location, which really is a national treasure.

Vision for the future

The Environment Agency’s proposals are the result of an extensive study into
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the River Nene, its surrounding communities, and its economic potential.

In consultation with people who use the river and representatives of the
local area, the agency’s Waterspace Study identified opportunities that would
improve, protect and promote the Nene, creating a vision for the future that
underpins the Nenescape programme and supported the application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Amanda Johnson, Nenescape project manager, said:

It is so important to create an inviting environment for boaters to
enjoy the spectacular views and heritage offered along the Nene
Valley and, equally, to maintain a healthy environment for wildlife
to thrive in. We are so pleased to be working with the Environment
Agency to deliver these complementary projects and look forward to
seeing the benefits for years to come.

At 91 miles, the Nene is the tenth longest river in the UK. It flows through
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire, borders Norfolk and ends
at The Wash. Around 65 miles of it is navigable.

Environmental improvements

Away from the navigable stretch, the River Nene Regional Park is taking the
lead on a project to improve the ecology of backwaters, with the Environment
Agency’s help. This Resilient River element of Nenescape will restore natural
features, boost biodiversity, improve water quality and provide safe and
supportive habitats for a greater range of wildlife.

Other Nenescape partners include the River Nene Regional Park, the Wildlife
Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire, Natural England,
East Northamptonshire Council, Angling Trust, University of Northampton, Nene
Park Trust, Rockingham Forest Trust, Destination Nene Valley, University of
Nottingham, Screen Northants and Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts
Trust.

Press release: Environment Agency
announces £750,000 to tackle single
use plastics

The announcement follows a pledge to eliminate avoidable waste and crack down
on plastics as part of the government’s 25-year environment plan launched
yesterday.
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The pioneer project will see the creation of a new Plastics and
Sustainability team across Devon and Cornwall working with businesses, local

councils, charities and community action groups, such as the Bude Cleaner
Seas Project.

The team will aim to reduce the amount of plastic pollution across land,
rivers and the coastline. It will promote better environmental practices
across industry, including a reduction in plastic waste from manufacturing,
along with community campaigns to clean up pollution locally.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, made the announcement from
Bude, Cornwall today where she met with groups and charities who strive to
clean up the coastline and keep it free of pollution.

Emma Howard Boyd said:

The government’s ambitious plan for the environment is a
significant step forward and the Environment Agency’s commitment to
reduce plastic pollution shows how we are already working to put
the plan into action.

Plastic pollution is a threat to our natural environment and our
new team promises to tackle it head on. By working together, we can
reduce the amount which enters our land, rivers and the sea and
protect wildlife for future generations.

The Environment Agency’s work with partners to improve bathing waters has led
to a dramatic improvement in water quality in recent years which has
benefited coastal communities, visitors and tourism. A similar partnership
approach will be taken by the new Plastics and Sustainability team. The
ambitions for the project include:

e A reduction of plastics reaching land, waterways and shorelines.

e Promotion of better environmental practices in business and a reduction
in plastic waste from the start of the manufacturing process.

e Increased local engagement to change public behaviour and encourage more
community action to tackle pollution.

e Monitoring and research into ways plastics enter and affect the
environment, supporting leading academics in the South West.

During Emma Howard Boyd’s visit to Cornwall, she also spent time at Bude
Haven school speaking to children about their passion for protecting their
coastline and met local business owner Tom Dawe to find out how he had made
his beachside restaurant more sustainable.

Emma will return to Bude in June to mark World Oceans Day and to see the
project’s progress.
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Notice: Longthorp (Kilpin) Limited:
application made to abstract water

The Environment Agency consult the public on certain applications for the
abstraction and impoundment of water.

These notices explain:

e what the application is about

e which Environment Agency offices you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register

e when you need to comment by

News story: More than 100 lorry
operators caught deliberately damaging
air quality

In August 2017, DVSA started to include checks for emissions cheat devices in
roadside checks of lorries at 5 locations across Great Britain.

By the end of November 2017, DVSA examiners had searched 3,735 lorries at
these locations and found 293 lorries with a cheat device fitted.

The drivers and operators were given 10 days to fix the emissions system, or
face a £300 fine and having the vehicle taken off the road.

Where a driver or operator repeatedly offends, DVSA can take the vehicle off
the road immediately.

Where the vehicle was Percentage of Percentage of

. vehicles without a vehicles with a Total
registered . .

cheat device cheat device
Great Britain registered 91.5% 8.5% 100%
Northern Ireland registered 79.6% 20.4% 100%
Registered outside the UK 95.1% 4.9% 100%
Total 92.2% 7.8% 100%

How cheat devices damage air quality

Cheat devices cut the cost of operating, but give false emissions readings
which can result in the release of excessive emissions into the atmosphere.
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Some of the way this is done include:

e using devices designed to stop emissions control systems from working
e removing the diesel particulate filter or trap

e using cheap, fake emission reduction devices or diesel exhaust fluid

e using illegal engine modifications which result in excessive emissions
e removing or bypassing the exhaust gas recirculation valve

Checking more than 100 operators’ fleets

Following the roadside checks, DVSA examiners are inspecting more than 100
operators’ vehicle fleets for emission cheat devices. Some of the companies
being inspected operate up to 80 vehicles.

DVSA is passing its findings on to the Traffic Commissioners for Great
Britain, who have the power to take away an operator’s licence.

Working with EU agencies to deal with polluters

DVSA is also working with its counterpart agencies across Europe to make sure
that all offences committed by hauliers from outside Great Britain are dealt
with in the country they're based.

Following the success of this operation, DVSA will start checking for
emissions cheat devices at more locations across Great Britain from Spring
2018.

Damaging air quality and risking public health

Poor air quality is the largest environmental risk to public health in the
UK.

It’s known to have more severe effects on vulnerable groups, for example, the
elderly, children and people already suffering from pre-existing lung and
heart conditions.

The government is committed to taking action against poor air quality.The
checks support the government’s plan for reducing roadside nitrogen dioxide
concentrations.

This includes looking at ways to reduce emissions produced by vehicles,
including those used commercially.

Protecting you from unsafe drivers and vehicles

Gareth Llewellyn, DVSA Chief Executive, said:

DVSA’'s priority is to protect you from unsafe drivers and vehicles.

We are committed to taking dangerous lorries off Britain’s roads.
Stopping emissions fraud is a vital part of that.
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Anyone who flouts the law is putting the quality of our air and the
health of vulnerable people, at risk. We won’t hesitate to take
action against these drivers, operators and vehicles.

Richard Turfitt, Senior Traffic Commissioner, said:

Traffic Commissioners welcome the steps being taken by the
enforcement agency to identify emissions cheats.

Use of these devices threatens to undercut responsible and

compliant operators as well as damaging the environment and public
health.

Traffic Commissioners will look to take action wherever an operator
seeks an unfair and illegal advantage over the rest of industry.



