Education Secretary urges overhaul to
adoption system

An overly bureaucratic system that places too high a burden on parents who
want to adopt is making it harder for people who want to give a child a
stable home, the Education Secretary Gavin Williamson has today warned.

In a speech to coincide with National Adoption Week, the Education Secretary
said “too many lifestyle judgements” are made on potential adopters, with the
consequence that there are not enough adoptive parents to go around. The
shortfall is resulting in children being “bounced around the system” as they
wait for a family, he added.

Figures published today show that there are currently around 2,400 children
waiting for adoption but just over 1,800 approved adopters who are ready to
give them a home.

The government has previously made it clear that any families considering
adoption will be supported and has today confirmed that £6.5 million was
provided to local authorities and regional adoption agencies to help adoptive
families facing greater stress during the Covid-19 pandemic. This 1is
alongside the government’s Adoption Support Fund which has provided nearly
61,000 adoptive and special guardianship order families across the country
with therapeutic support since its launch in 2015, backed by nearly £175
million.

The Education Secretary also announced a further £2.8 million in funding for

Voluntary Adoption Agencies. The money will allow them to continue to deliver
their adoption activities during the pandemic, including recruiting adopters

to be matched with children waiting.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

When it comes to adoption, what we have seen over a number of years
is something I can only call narrow mindedness or even snobbery.

For example, some local authorities make it harder to adopt if you
rent your home rather than own it, or if you’'re not a perfect
ethnic match. These outdated messages are putting off people who
would otherwise come forward when the only qualification you need
is the ability to love and care for a child.

I am urging local authorities to help us break down these barriers
so that we can unite more children with the families they deserve
so much.

While safeguards must not be relaxed and checks must remain in place, the
Education Secretary announced his intention to change the process that leads
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to lifestyle-judging that is making adoption a daunting experience for many.

Given Black and Minority Ethnic children often wait the longest to be
adopted, he also warned that we must end an “obsession with finding the
perfect ethnic match for children”, stating that there is no acceptable
reason why adopters should be blocked from registering simply because there
are no children of the same ethnicity waiting to be adopted.

At the same time a national campaign will launch next month to reach out to
churches, mosques and other community groups starting with a pilot service in
London and Birmingham, to reinforce these points and encourage more potential
Black and other minority ethnic adopters to come forward.

Maggie Jones, Chief Executive of Consortium of Voluntary Adoption Agencies,
said:

Voluntary Adoption Agencies (VAAs) across England are hugely
grateful for the additional funding provided by Government in this
difficult time. It has enabled us to continue our vital work
supporting hundreds of adoptive families at a time of great stress
and preparing new adoptive parents to provide forever, loving homes
for many children who need them.

VAAs provide a quarter of all adoptive placements and the choice
they offer is particularly important for the Black and minority
ethnic communities with whom we work. We really appreciate the
confidence the Government has shown in VAAs and we will continue
working with partners across the social care system to create
positive futures for our most vulnerable children.

Dr Krish Kandiah, Founding Director of Home for Good, said:

We have been delighted to play our part in addressing the
persistent racial disparity in adoption and are so encouraged to
see a continued commitment to this critically important issue from
the Secretary of State today. It has been our privilege at Home for
Good to assist with training hundreds of social workers across the
country in faith and cultural literacy and to pilot a new project
helping to find adopters of Black children waiting for adoption.

We are grateful for the funding that the Government has made
available for this work. We recognise that lasting change is a
marathon and not a sprint, so greatly look forward to working
together to find a loving, safe and permanent family for every
child who needs one.

Helping deliver on a manifesto commitment, more Regional Adoption Agencies
(RAAs) are going live each month, with the current number now being 25
covering 119 local authorities (79%). Data published today highlights RAAs



have shown early promise in speeding up the time it takes to match children
waiting for adoptive families. The speech comes after the Education Secretary
asked councils in January to put adoption at the top of their agendas, and to
make sure that people are not being turned away because they were too old, or
had a low income, or because of their faith or sexual orientation.

Earlier this year the Department for Education provided £6.5 million to local
authorities and regional adoption agencies to help adoptive families facing
“greater stress” during the Covid-19 pandemic. This is funding activities
such as virtual peer to peer support, access to helplines, couples therapy
and online counselling, given the social distancing measures that have been
brought in by the Government to protect the NHS and save lives.

It comes as the Department for Education confirms it has spent almost £175
million on the Adoption Support Fund since it was launched in 2015, helping
nearly 61,000 adoptive and special guardianship order families across the
country.

The Department for Education today published research that found RAAs are
taking a more strategic approach to marketing, incorporating targeted
marketing activities, and developing inclusive websites to boost efforts to
increase adopter diversity, which has been important for adopter engagement.

The Government has also confirmed that it is making £4.3 billion available
for local authorities to manage the impact of COVID-19, including on
children’s services. Additional funding has also been provided to support the
extension of the role of Virtual School Heads to promote the education of
children who have left care through adoption, special guardianship or child
arrangements order. This is the third year of this funding, which supports
the new duties which came into force in September 2018.



