
Drug dogs to detect new versions of
spice to stay one step ahead of
criminals

Press release

Prison drug dogs will be trained to sniff out new and emerging strands of
Spice as part of the government’s comprehensive plan to tackle violence and
disorder behind bars.

£300,000 investment will see sniffer dogs trained to detect new
compounds of Spice
partnership between Ministry of Justice and Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory will support scientists to create expanded
detection programmes
this is part of the government’s £100 million package to crack down on
crime behind bars

In the last year alone over 100 kilograms of illegal drugs, including Spice,
have been detected by drug dogs in England and Wales. But the efforts of some
suppliers to outwit detection by changing the chemical make-up of Spice makes
it difficult for dogs to find.

The new funding announced today will mean scientists can develop enhanced
training courses which will help sniffer dogs in detecting new and adapted
variants of Spice – keeping illegal drugs out of prison and reducing
reoffending which costs the tax-payer £18bn a year.

Prisons Minister Lucy Frazer MP, said:

Spice drives violence, self-harm and crime behind bars so it’s
crucial we prevent it getting into the hands of prisoners.

That’s why we’re investing millions in technology, sniffer dogs and
training to cut smuggling and ensure prisons are places where
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people can turn their backs on crime.

The partnership between the Ministry of Justice and the DTSL will see
scientists analysing the psychoactive substance as it changes, to determine
the most effective and safest way to train dogs to sniff out new blends of
Spice.

The sniffer dogs will then undergo training in scent recognition followed by
an operational assessment before they are placed into prisons.

Dog handler and trainer, Kev Appleton from the National Dog Inspectorate,
said:

This partnership will significantly increase our dogs’
effectiveness in the fight against trafficking, substance misuse
and violence in our prisons.

A DSTL spokesperson said:

DSTL is pleased to be joining this new partnership with the
Ministry of Justice to tackle drug use in UK prisons, with a team
of expert scientists supporting investigations. DSTL is also
working more broadly with government to counter evolving drug
threats.

The partnership and training are being funded by the government’s £2.75
billion commitment to transform the prison estate. This includes:

£100 million to bolster prison security, clamping down on contraband
such as drugs, weapons, and mobile phones that fuel violence, self-harm
and crime behind bars.
£2.5 billion to provide 10,000 additional prison places and create
modern, efficient jails that rehabilitate offenders, reduce reoffending
and keep the public safe.
£156 million to tackle the most pressing maintenance issues to create
safe and decent conditions for offender rehabilitation.

Notes to editors

Between April 2019 to March 2020 there were 2,236 finds of illicit items
by dogs in prisons
There can be more than 1 item within a find i.e. 2 phones in one find
The value of illicit items varies within prisons. The current price of
Psychoactive Substances (PS) ranges from £130 to £1000 for an A4 sheet
of impregnated paper. Smaller pieces of impregnated paper, credit card-
sized, can range from £40 to £100 based on recent intelligence.
The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) delivers high-
impact science and technology (S&T) for the UK’s defence, security and



prosperity.
Dstl is an Executive Agency of the MOD with around 4,500 staff working
across four sites; Porton Down, near Salisbury, Portsdown West, near
Portsmouth, Fort Halstead, near Sevenoaks, and Alverstoke, near Gosport.
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