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Visite du Président Juncker et du Commissaire Hahn a Tunis, 25-26 Octobre

Le Président Juncker est actuellement a Tunis, en Tunisie. Le Président est
accompagné par le commissaire en charge de la politique européenne de
voisinage et des négociations d’élargissement, Johannes Hahn. Aujourd’hui,
le Président rencontrera M. Beji Caid Essebsi, Président de la Tunisie. Le
commissaire Hahn, va signer en présence du Président Juncker différents
projets financés par 1’Union européenne qui vont permettre d’accompagner la
Tunisie dans sa transition démocratique, et de moderniser son économie et ses
politiques publiques, suivi par une conférence de presse, a environ 12:20
heure locale, (13:20 CET). Ensuite, le Président Juncker participera a un
déjeuner officiel organisé par le Président Beji Caid Essebsi. Cet apres-
midi, le Président rencontrera M. Mohamed Ennaceur, Président de 1’Assemblée
des Représentants du Peuple et les Membres du Bureau politique. Aprés sa
participation dans une cérémonie commémorative des victimes de l’attentat de
2015, Président Juncker prononcera un discours au Musée de Bardo. Demain,
vendredi 26 octobre, Président Juncker aura une réunion avec le Chef du
Gouvernement, M. Youssef Chahed, suivie par une conférence de presse
conjointe, a 11:30 heure locale, 12:30 (CET). Ensuite, le Président Juncker
rencontrera un groupe de jeunes représentants de la société civile
tunisienne.Les conférences de presse seront disponibles surEbS+. Plus
d’informations sont disponibles en ligne avec notre fiche technique sur les
relations UE- Tunisie et notre soutien économique. (Pour plus d’informations:
Margaritis Schinas — Tél.: +32 229 6052; Natasha Bertaud — Tel.: +32 229
67456; Maja KocijancCicC — Tel.:+32 2 298 65 70, Alceo Smerilli — Tel.:+32 2
296 48 87)

Investment Plan for Europe: come and meet the people behind EFSI projects

On 26 and 27 October on Place Rogier, Brussels, the European Investment Bank,
together with the European Commission, is organising a fair dedicated to
projects financed by the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), the
heart of the Investment Plan for Europe — the Juncker Plan. Project promoters
from all around Europe will showcase the products that the EFSI bring to
life.From Greek olives to cutting-edge medical technologies developed in
Italy and Spain, and from sustainable alternatives to plastic bags designed
in the Czech Republic to home-made bread from Estonia, come see, feel and
even taste the EFSI like never before and meet the people behind the
projects. Vice President Jyrki Katainen, responsible for Jobs, Growth,
Investment and Competitiveness, said: “I will be very glad to open this
event, which shows what the Investment Plan 1is about: people. It is about
empowering people and giving them the means to turn their ideas — their
dreams — into concrete projects that contribute to growth and job creation in
Europe.Behind every EFSI project there is a story. These are stories of
countless hours and efforts put into developing the products that you will
see at this fair, and all these stories together have made the success of the
Investment Plan.” This event is open to the public and to the press. Vice-
President Katainen and EIB Vice-President Ambroise Fayolle will open the fair
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at 10am on Friday, followed by a media visit. Find more information about the
fair and showcased projects here. In October 2018, the Investment Plan had
already mobilised over 344 billion euros in additional investment across
Europe, with 793,000 small and medium businesses set to benefit from improved
access to finance. (For more information: Christian Spahr — Tél.: +32 229
50055; Sophie Dupin de Saint-Cyr — Tel.: +32 229 56169)

Commission welcomes European Parliament vote on proposal to reduce the impact
of single use plastic products on the environment

The Commission welcomes the important step taken by the European Parliament
today to adopt its position on our initiative to tackle marine litter at its
source, targeting the 10 plastic products that most often end up in the
oceans, as well as lost and abandoned fishing gear. Taken together, these
products constitute 70% of marine litter. Europeans are greatly concerned
about the impacts of plastic waste on their health and the environment. The
proposal submitted by the Commission envisages different measures to apply to
different product categories. Where alternatives are easily available and
affordable, single-use plastic products will be banned from the market. For
products without straight-forward alternatives, the focus is on limiting
their use through a national reduction in consumption; design and labelling
requirements; and waste management/clean-up obligations for producers.
Karmenu Vella, EU Commissioner for Environment, Maritime Affairs and
Fisheries, said: “Today we are one step closer to eliminating the most
problematic single use plastic products in Europe. The Commission has
promised to be big on big things — and plastic pollution and marine litter
are among the biggest challenges of our times. That is why we invested in a
legislative proposal to reduce single use plastic items and abandoned fishing
gear. I warmly welcome today’s vote by the European Parliament. It sends a
clear signal that Europe is ready to take decisive, coordinated action to
curb plastic waste and to lead international efforts to make our oceans
plastic-free. This is progress we will proudly showcase at next week’s 0Our
Ocean conference in Indonesia. " The proposal supported by the Parliament
today is just one part of the world’'s first comprehensive Plastics Strategy,
adopted by the Commission earlier this year. It is part of a broader effort
of turning Europe into a more sustainable, circular economy, reflected in the
Circular Economy Action Plan we adopted in December 2015. In parallel to this
legislative initiative, the Commission has been in dialogue with stakeholders
and producers; has launched anawareness-raising campaign targeting EU
citizens and is leading international efforts to reduce plastic pollution
worldwide through relevant platforms and fora, including G7, G20 and UN
Sustainable Development Goals. (For more information: Enrico Brivio — Tel.: +
32 229 56172; Daniela Stoycheva — Tel.: +32 229 53664)

Les Etats membres bénéficieront d’investissements d’un quart de milliard
d’euros dans les domaines de 1’environnement, de la nature et du climat

La Commission européenne a approuvé l’allocation d’'un paquet d’investissement
de 243 millions d’euros du budget de 1'UE destiné a soutenir la transition de
1’'Europe vers un avenir plus durable et a faibles émissions de carbone dans
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le cadre du Programme LIFE pour 1’environnement et de 1’'Action Climat.lLe
financement de 1’UE mobilisera des investissements supplémentaires, ce qui
permettra de consacrer un total de 430,7 millions d’euros a 142 nouveaux
projets. Ainsi, grace aux nombreux projets transnationaux financés, LIFE aura
un impact dans chaque Etat membre de 1’UE. Un montant de 196,2 millions
d’euros sera alloué a des projets dans les domaines de l’efficience
environnementale et des ressources, de la nature et de la biodiversité, ainsi
que de la gouvernance environnementale et de l’information.Cela comprend des
investissements majeurs dans des projets qui permettront de réutiliser plus
de plastique, offrant ainsi un soutien concret a la réalisation des objectifs
de la stratégie européenne pour des plastiques dans une économie circulaire
de la Commission européenne. Dans le domaine de 1’action pour le climat, 1'UE
investira 46,8 millions d’euros pour soutenir des projets d’atténuation,
d’adaptation, de gouvernance et d’'information relatifs au changement
climatique. Un soutien concret sera notamment apporté aux Etats membres pour
qu’ils élaborent leurs plans climat et énergie nationaux a 1’horizon 2030,
qui les aideront a réduire collectivement leurs émissions de gaz a effet de
serre d’au moins 40% d’'ici 2030 par rapport aux niveaux de 1990. Le
financement de LIFE aidera également 1’agriculture et le domaine forestier a
s'adapter au changement climatique et a améliorer la résilience des
communautés face aux phénomenes météorologiques extrémes, tels que les
inondations, les vagues de chaleur ou la pénurie d’eau. Un communiqué de
presse est disponible et la description du projet est disponible ici. (For
more information: Enrico Brivio — Tel.: + 32 229 56172; Daniela Stoycheva —
Tel.: +32 229 53664)

Commission’s Labour Market and Wage Developments report underlines importance
of productivity to support wage growth

Today, the Commission has published the report “Labour Market and Wage
Developments in Europe 2018"”, confirming the sustained positive trends with
record figures for employment and steady drops of the EU unemployment rate.
However, total hours worked remain below the pre-crisis level. Hidden
unemployment of part-time workers and discouraged workers who have given up
on searching for a job remain a challenge. The analysis also shows that wages
have started to grow again, although the existing labour slack, low inflation
and low productivity growth prevent wages from rising even more. This is why
the report recommends policies that boost productivity growth, in particular
those that favour an adaptable and skilled workforce and support the adoption
of innovative work practices. Welcoming the report, Marianne Thyssen, the
Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility,
said: “These findings are a further sign that the EU is on the right track
towards better living and working conditions. But they also show that there
can be no room for complacency. We must continue to invest in people’s
skills, to make sure they are prepared for today’s labour market. In little
more than a week, our third European Vocational Skills Week will kick-off,
highlighting the benefits of vocational learning to develop in skills. Better
skills lead to increased productivity, which ultimately will translate in
higher wages.” The report also finds that wages in Central and Eastern
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European countries rose faster than in the rest of the European Union,
pointing towards real wage convergence. (For more information: Christian
Wigand— Tel.: +32 229 62253; Sara Soumillion — Tel.: + 32 229 67094)

Commission launches public consultation on Connected and Automated Mobility

The European Commission launched yesterday a public consultation on the use
of pioneer spectrum for 5G large scale testing, on cybersecurity and on a
data governance framework that enables data sharing, in the context of
Connected and Automated Mobility. The input will feed into a new policy
Recommendation to be adopted in the next months, as announced in the recent
Communication on Connected and Automated Mobility, as part of the 3rd
Mobility Package. Commissioner for the Digital Economy and Society Mariya
Gabriel said: "We should use digital technologies to improve peoples’ life.
Better mobility is one of the areas where improvements are certainly
possible. This consultation will help us shape our policies and respond to
citizens’ expectations regarding Connected and Automated Mobility.” Connected
and automated vehicles generate data which can be re-used by service
providers aiming to provide mobility services that will make transport safer,
cleaner, cheaper and more accessible to the elderly and to people with
reduced mobility. This public consultation aims to address important
remaining challenges linked to the deployment of connected and automated
vehicles today and is open to the general public, industry, such as car
manufacturers, service providers, connectivity providers, telecom companies,
public authorities and civil society organisations. The consultation runs
until 5 December 2018. Find more information on the dedicated Communication
on Connected and Automated Mobility to make Europe a world leader for
autonomous and safe mobility systems in this factsheet. (For more
Information: Nathalie Vandystadt — Tel.: +32 229 67083; Joseph Waldstein —
Tel.: +32 229 56184)

Commission gathers leading scientists to discuss latest on Artificial
Intelligence

Today and tomorrow, the European Research Council (ERC) brings Europe’s top
brains together to share latest research insights on artificial intelligence
(AI). During the conference EU-funded scientists will explain and discuss
their work ranging from machine learning, neural networks, ethics to data
science and algorithms. The Commission recently presented a European approach
to artificial intelligence with three principal goals: increase investment in
research and innovation, prepare for socio-economic changes and ensure an
appropriate ethical and legal framework. Driven by scientists, entrepreneurs
and policy makers, the application and market uptake of artificial
intelligence has accelerated in the recent years in areas such as autonomous
driving, social robots and automated medical diagnosis. Building on the
Communication and Declaration of Cooperation from April, and further to EU
leaders’ call at the European Council in June, the Commission is now
developing with Member States a coordinated action plan for the development
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of artificial intelligence in Europe. The Commission has also set up the
European AI Alliance and the High-lLevel Expert Group on Artificial
Intelligence, which contribute to the implementation of the European approach
to artificial intelligence. The Expert Group took up its work in June 2018
and will present a first draft of ethics guidelines by the end of the

year. For more details on the conference programme see here. A Facebook live
debate will happen tomorrow at 2:30 pm, which can also be followed on Twitter
(GEU_Commission). (For more information: Lucia Caudet — Tel. +32 229 56182;
Nathalie Vandystadt — Tel.: +32 229 67083; Victoria von Hammerstein — Tel.:
+32 229 55040; Joseph Waldstein — Tel.: +32 229 56184)

La Commission lance un nouvel outil pour soutenir 1’enseignement et
1’apprentissage numériques dans les écoles

Aujourd’hui, la Commission européenne a présenté un nouvel outil destiné a
aider toutes les écoles situées dans 1’Union européenne (UE) ainsi qu’en
Russie, en Géorgie et en Serbie a évaluer la maniere dont elles utilisent la
technologie numérique pour 1’enseignement et l’apprentissage. Dans 1’UE, cet
outil appelé SELFIE (Self-reflection on Effective Learning by Fostering the
use of Innovative Educational Technologies — outil d’autoréflexion sur
1'apprentissage efficace grace a la promotion de 1’'utilisation de
technologies éducatives innovantes) sera proposé a 76,7 millions d’éleves et
d’enseignants dans 250 000 écoles, sur une base volontaire. L’outil est lancé
dans les 24 langues de l'UE, et d’autres versions linguistiques suivront.
Avant d’annoncer le lancement de SELFIE lors de sa visite a 1’école IX
Klementyna Hoffmanowa, une école secondaire située a Varsovie, en Pologne, le
commissaire Tibor Navracsics, chargé de 1’éducation, de la culture, de la
jeunesse et du sport, a déclaré: «SELFIE peut aider nos écoles a intégrer les
technologies d’une maniére globale et ciblée dans l’enseignement et
l’apprentissage. En collectant les points de vue des éleves, des enseignants
et des chefs d’établissement, il peut jouer un réle important dans
l’adaptation du secteur éducatif en Europe a l’ére numérique. Je suis
convaincu que SELFIE nous aidera a renforcer les compétences numériques des
Européens. C’est crucial si nous voulons donner a chacun la possibilité de
saisir les opportunités qu’offrent des économies mondialisées, fondées sur la
connaissance. Et c’est indispensable pour construire des sociétés ou les
citoyens sont des utilisateurs des nouvelles technologies a la fois critiques
et sirs d’eux-mémes plutét que des consommateurs passifs.» SELFIE est 1'une
des 11 initiatives du plan d’action en matiere d’éducation numérique présenté
par la Commission en janvier de cette année. Ce plan d’action vise a stimuler
les compétences numériques en Europe et a promouvoir 1’utilisation innovante
des technologies numériques dans 1'éducation et 1’apprentissage. Un
communiqué de presse dans toutes les langues et une fiche d’information sont
disponibles en ligne. (Pour plus d’informations: Nathalie Vandystadt — Tel.:
+32 229 67083; Joseph Waldstein — Tel.: +32 229 56184)

Eurostat:Les nouveaux titres de séjour délivrés par les Etats membres restent
supérieurs a 3 millions en 2017

En 2017, quelque 3,1 millions de nouveaux permis de résidence ont été
délivrés dans 1’Union européenne (UE) a des ressortissants
extracommunautaires. Ce nombre a augmenté de prés de 4% (soit 112 000) par
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rapport a 2016. Les raisons liées a 1’emploi représentaient pres du tiers
(32%) de 1’ensemble des nouveaux titres de séjour délivrés dans 1'UE en 2017,
les motifs familiaux 26% et 1’éducation 17%, alors que les autres raisons,
dont la protection internationale, représentaient 24%. Un communiqué de
presse est disponible ici. (Pour plus d’informations: Natasha Bertaud — Tel.:
+32 229 67456; Markus Lammert — Tel.: +32 229 80423)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of Delta Electronics (Thailand) by
Delta Electronics

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of Delta Electronics (Thailand) Public Company Ltd. (“Delta
Electronics (Thailand)”) by Delta Electronics, Inc. of Taiwan. Delta
Electronics (Thailand) is focused on the production of power supplies, fan
and thermal management, power systems, automotive electronics and related
products. Delta Electronics is primarily active as a supplier of power and
thermal management solutions and is also present in, inter alia, the
manufacturing and sale of industrial automation products, digital display
products, telecommunication products, components for consumer electronics
products, and building automation solutions. The Commission concluded that
the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns, given that
there are limited horizontal overlaps and no vertical links between the
activities of the companies. The transaction was examined under the
simplified merger review procedure. More information is available on the
Commission’s competition website, in the public case register under the case
number M.9048. (For more information: Ricardo Cardoso — Tel.: +32 229 80100;
Maria Tsoni — Tel.: +32 229 90526)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Commissioner Stylianides in Denmark

Today Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos
Stylianides is in Denmark to meet Minister for Development Ulla Tgrnas to
discuss EU humanitarian policy. Together they will participate in a Citizen’s
Dialogue at the Aalborg University Copenhagen to discuss the role of European
humanitarian aid in global crises. The Commissioner also meets various Danish
humanitarian partners and private sector representatives to discuss how to
promote and increase the involvement of the private sector in humanitarian
assistance. During his visit to the UN city in Copenhagen, the Commissioner
meets Vitaly Vanshelboim, Assistant Secretary General and Deputy Executive
Director of UNOPS, the operational arm of the UN. He will also visit the
largest humanitarian warehouse in the world, run by UNICEF. The EU, together
with its Member States, is the largest humanitarian donor globally and
provides live saving assistance to people in zones of conflict, for example
to people affected by the Syria crisis. As an innovative humanitarian actor,
its partners team-up with European tech-companies to make use of the latest
technologies in humanitarian aid initiatives. (For more information: Maja
Kocijancic — Tel.: +32 229 86570; Daniel Puglisi — Tel.: +32 229 69140)
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