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Juncker Plan: Investment Plan finances innovative medical research with a €75
million loan to Evotec

The Investment Plan for Europe continues to support innovative projects in
the health sector. The European Investment Bank (EIB) is providing €75
million to Evotec to invest in research and development of treatments for
serious illnesses. The loan is guaranteed by the European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), the central element of the Investment Plan for Europe,
the so-called Juncker Plan. Evotec will use this long-term financing boost to
finance drug discovery and the development of new treatments for serious
illnesses and diseases. The type of financing is also novel: it is the first
large equity-type investment under EFSI in any industry anywhere in Europe.
It also EFSI’s first contingent investment, meaning the bank shares the risk
of Evotec’s research & development (R&D) success. Speaking at the signing
event, Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, responsible for Jobs,
Growth, Investment and Competitiveness, said: “The development of innovative
treatments is a process which requires sustained investment. This is where
the Investment Plan can play a role. I am glad that, with today’s agreement,
the Plan is supporting research which aims to tackle serious illnesses and
diseases.” This agreement with Evotec comes days after agreements were
finalised with MagForce to develop new treatments for brain cancer as well as
Apeiron which also develops cancer treatment, particularly a rare type
affecting children. Also today the European Investment Fund signed a deal
with ACT Ventures to provide €20 million in financing to small tech
businesses in Ireland. For the latest EFSI figures country-by-country, see
here. A full press release on today’s agreement is available here. (For more
information: Annika Breidthardt – Tel.: +32 229 56153; Siobhán Millbright –
Tel.: +32 229 57361)

La Commission fournit une aide supplémentaire aux producteurs européens de
pêches et nectarines

Les producteurs européens de pêches et nectarines recevront une aide
supplémentaire à celle déjà annoncée en juin au vu des difficultés de marchés
auxquelles ils ont fait face cet été. €12,8 millions viendront donc compléter
l’aide déjà fournie au début de la saison qui se montait alors à €70
millions. Cela financera le retrait du marché de 35 020 tonnes de nectarines
et pêches. Cette compensation financière s’adressant aux producteurs grecs,
italiens et espagnols qui n’auraient pas trouvé de débouchés sur les marchés
sera rétroactive au 3 août. Le Commissaire à l’agriculture, Phil Hogan a dit:
“Nous restons évidemment attentifs et vigilants quant à la situation des
producteurs européens qui exercent leur travail dans un contexte volatile. La
Politique Agricole Commune dispose de nombreux moyens pour les soutenir lors
de difficultés et nous démontrons encore une fois que la Commission reste aux
côtés des agriculteurs.” Cette décision, adoptée aujourd’hui, sera publiée
demain, samedi 9 septembre, au Journal Officiel. Les producteurs de fruits et
légumes européens continueront à bénéficier d’autres mesures au titre de la
politique agricole commune de l’UE, telles que les paiements directs, le
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financement du développement rural et le soutien financier aux organisations
de producteurs, représentant un total d’environ €700 millions par an. (Pour
plus d’informations: Daniel Rosario – Tel.: +32 229 56185; Clémence Robin –
Tel: +32 229 52509)

STATEMENTS

Bringing back hope to patients on waiting lists all over Europe: Statement by
Vytenis Andriukaitis on the occasion of European Day for Organ Donation and
Transplantation

“On 9 September we celebrate the 18th European Day for Organ Donation and
Transplantation. I am in Lithuania at an event marking the 30th anniversary
of the first heart transplant in the country. It is an emotional moment for
me because 30 years ago, as a young surgeon, I had the privilege to take part
in that operation. Since then, the number of transplantations, of all types,
has increased a lot in the EU and worldwide, only between 2010 and 2015 the
increase was 14 per cent… A large part of this is thanks to higher donation
rates. Therefore we should honour the contribution of the countless everyday
heroes in the EU who have helped extend and save hundreds of thousands of
lives. Improvements are also due to surgical advances, better coordination
between clinical teams, improved transport and safety standards for organs,
and an increase in the cross-border exchange of organs. […] In just two
years, almost 90 transplants have taken place, mainly for children, which
would not have been possible without this. We will soon publish a report that
will clearly illustrate that pooling resources and knowledge across the EU
can significantly improve clinical outcomes.[…] Unfortunately, nevertheless
16 patients die every day waiting for an organ in the EU; thousands of
patients remain on transplant waiting lists. As a doctor, I know exactly how
far we have come, medically speaking. As a European Commissioner I know the
fundamental importance of coordination at a European level when we’re talking
about organ donation and transplantation. I believe that together with our
Member States we can do more. Where there is a will there is a way.” The full
statement in all linguistic versions is available online. (For more
information: Anca Paduraru – Tel.: +32 229 91269; Aikaterini Apostola – Tel.:
+32 229 87624)
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