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Commission announces dual quality of food testing campaign 

The question of dual quality of food products is one that the Commission
takes very seriously. President Jean-Claude Juncker said on the occasion of
the State of the Union speech: “I will not accept that in some parts of
Europe, people are sold food of lower quality than in other countries,
despite the packaging and branding being identical. We must now equip
national authorities with stronger powers to cut out any illegal practices
wherever they exist”. Commissioner Jourová announced this morning in Prague
that the common testing methodology, developed by the European Commission’s
Joint-Research Centre, with support of at least 16 Member States and
stakeholders will be ready in April. This would allow Member States
authorities to launch a coordinated testing campaign in May. The tests will
involve the composition of a common basket of products which are marketed in
most Member States and will include chemical and sensory testing. The aim is
to present the first results by the end of 2018. Commissioner Jourová said:
“We are continuing to roll out our action plan to put an end to the dual
quality issue. The fact that 16 Member States are participating is a clear
sign that this is not an East-West divide issue and that we will tackle it
together. Also, the reform of EU consumer law, the ‘New Deal for Consumers’,
that we’ll present in April, will also make it more difficult and costly for
companies to mislead consumers. Consumers are in the driving seat. They
should refuse to buy products they consider of lower quality. I also expect
the industry to live up to their customers’ expectations and offer products
of a samequality across the EU.” To tackle this issue, the Commission has
already adopted guidance on how to apply and enforce the relevant EU food and
consumer protection laws in September 2017. It also offered funding to
support the enforcement actions of Member States. Commissioner Jourová met
with industry representatives several times to ask them to stop unnecessary
product differentiation practices, which do not correspond to specific market
requirements. Some producers have already started to change their recipes in
order to ensure the same products are sold across the EU. The details of the
action plan are available online, as well as Commissioner Jourová’s speech.
(For more information: Christian Wigand – Tel.: +32 229 62253; Mélanie Voin –
Tel.: +32 229 58659)

 

European Investment Bank agrees first Juncker Plan project in Cyprus

The European Investment Bank (EIB) has agreed the first infrastructure
project in Cyprus under the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI),
the heart of the Investment Plan for Europe. The EIB will provide €35 million
to the Cyprus Organisation for Storage and Management of Oil Stocks (COSMOS)
to build a 210,000 tonne privately-owned storage facility. The Juncker Plan-
backed project will focus on enhancing energy efficiency and it will improve
Cyprus’s energy security by increasing the amount of reserve oil stocks held
in the country. Commission Vice-President Jyrki Katainen, responsible for
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Jobs, Growth, Investment and Competitiveness, said: “The EU’s Energy Union
strategy aims to make energy more secure and affordable. This first EFSI
project in Cyprus with COSMOS will help us meet those goals. I encourage more
project promoters in Cyprus to contact the EIB with their investment
proposals in order to continue boosting growth and creating jobs.” (For all
the latest EFSI results see the Investment Plan website or contact Johannes
Bahrke – Tel.: +32 229 58615; Siobhán Millbright – Tel.: +32 229 57361)

 

Consultation publique sur la formation des professionnels de la justice au
droit de l’UE

La Commission Européenne lance aujourd’hui une consultation publique  pour
évaluer l’actuelle stratégie en matière de formation judiciaire au droit de
l’UE et pour préparer la prochaine couvrant 2019-2025, d’ici le mois
d’octobre. Věra Jourová, commissaire en charge deJustice, Consommateurs et
Egalité des Genres a dit: “La législation européenne n’est pas statique mais
en évolution constante. Afin d’améliorer la formation des professionnels de
la justice au droit de l’UE, nous devons prendre en considération les
nouveaux développements et tirer des leçons de la stratégie actuelle.“ L’un
des objectifs de la stratégie actuelle visait à s’assurer que la moitié de
tous les acteurs du système judiciaire de l’Union Européenne – environ 700
000 personnes – participe au moins à une formation judiciaire d’ici 2020. Cet
objectif sera déjà atteint cette année, en 2018, deux ans avant la date
fixée. Toutefois, des améliorations peuvent encore être apportées à cette
formation, comme le démontre le rapport sur la formation judiciaire 2017. La
consultation publique a pour objectif de recueillir le point de vue des
parties prenantes sur la formation judiciaire des professionnels de la
justice sur la législation de l’UE, d’évaluer la formation en cours et
d’élaborer les nouveaux besoins en matière de formation. Deux questionnaires
seront disponibles jusqu’au 26 avril 2018: un questionnaire d’ordre général
sur la formation à la législation de l’UE à l’attention des professionnels de
la justice, des représentants ou des formateurs; et un questionnaire ciblé
qui s’adresse aux spécialistes de la formation judiciaire européenne. La
consultation est disponible en ligne. (Pour plus d’informations: Christian
Wigand – Tel.: +32 229 62253; Mélanie Voin – Tel.: +32 229 58659)

Juvenes Translatores: Winners of the EU translation contest for schools
announced today

The European Commission announced the winners of its annual translation
contest ‘Juvenes Translatores’ today. A total of 28 secondary school
students, one from each of the European Union Member States, will be awarded
a trophy and a diploma after competing with over 3 300 participants from
across the continent. The winners will be invited to Brussels on 10 April
2018 to receive their trophies from Commissioner Günther Oettinger,
responsible for Budget and Human Resources. “My congratulations on your
achievement. Well done for taking on the challenge and proving your talents
in all 24 EU languages. Learning languages is a skill that is vital for your
careers and personal development. It is amazing to see so many talented young
people. Multilingualism defines us as Europeans”, said Commissioner
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Oettinger. The names of the winners are in the following press release (also
in FR, DE and all official EU languages). (For more information: Alexander
Winterstein – Tel.: +32 229 93265; Maria Tsoni – Tel.: +32 229 90526)

State aid: Commission approves public compensation for electronic data boxes
service in the Czech Republic

The European Commission has found public support to Czech Post for the
provision of an electronic data boxes service in the Czech Republic for the
period 2018 to 2022 to be in line with EU State aid rules. The electronic
data boxes service is an advanced electronic communication channel for (i)
internal communication within the public administration, and (ii) for secured
guaranteed communication between the public administration and citizens and
companies. The Czech authorities consider the electronic data boxes service
to be a service of general economic interest (SGEI). The use of the data
boxes service will be free for users and Czech Post will be compensated for
its provision by means of direct grants from the State budget. Since the
annual compensation for the provision of this service exceeds €15 million,
the measure was notified by the Czech authorities to the Commission under the
2012 SGEI Framework, which lays down the conditions that should be met by aid
to be found compatible. The Commission concluded that the compensation to
Czech Post is in line with EU state aid rules. More information will be
available, once potential confidentiality issues have been resolved, in the
public case register on the Commission’s competition website under the case
number SA.47293.  (For more information: Ricardo Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229
80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Concentrations: la Commission autorise la création d’une entreprise de pièces
de panneaux solaires contrôlée conjointement par Canadian Solar et EDF

La Commission Européenne a autorisé, en vertu du règlement européen sur les
concentrations, le projet de création d’une entreprise contrôlée
conjointement par la société canadienne Canadian Solar et la société
française EDF ENR, filiale du Groupe EDF. L’entreprise commune nouvellement
créée développera, fabriquera et fournira des lingots, briques et wafers
photovoltaïques. Canadian Solar fabrique des modules photovoltaïques et est
également active dans le développement, la construction et l’exploitation de
projets d’énergie photovoltaïque. EDF ENR est spécialisée dans la production
de lingots, briques, wafers, cellules et modules photovoltaïques. La
Commission est parvenue à la conclusion que l’opération envisagée ne poserait
pas de problèmes de concurrence compte tenu de la position limitée des
entreprises sur les marchés où leurs activités se chevauchent. L’opération a
été examinée en vertu de la procédure simplifiée de contrôle des
concentrations. De plus amples informations sont disponibles sur le site
internet concurrence de la Commission, dans le registre public des affaires
sous le numéro d’affaire M.8693. (Pour plus d’informations: Ricardo Cardoso –
Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Eurostat: Décembre 2017 comparé à novembre 2017: Les prix à la production
industrielle en hausse de 0,2% dans la zone euro, hausse de 0,1% dans l’UE28

En décembre 2017 par rapport à novembre 2017, les prix à la production
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industrielle ont augmenté de 0,2% dans la zone euro (ZE19) et de 0,1% dans
l’UE28, selon les estimations d’Eurostat, l’office statistique de l’Union
européenne. En novembre 2017, les prix avaient crû de 0,6% dans la zone euro
et de 0,7% dans l’UE28. En décembre 2017 par rapport à décembre 2016, les
prix à la production industrielle ont progressé de 2,2% dans la zone euro et
de 2,4% dans l’UE28. Par rapport à 2016, les prix moyens à la production
industrielle de l’année 2017 ont augmenté de 3,1% dans la zone euro et de
3,4% dans l’UE28. Un communiqué de presse Eurostat est disponible en ligne.
(For more information: Lucía Caudet – Tel.: +32 229 56182; Maud Noyon – Tel.:
+32 229 80379; Victoria von Hammerstein – Tel.: +32 229 55040)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioner Hahn in Washington D.C.

Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement
Negotiations is today in Washington D.C. to discuss EU and US bilateral
relation and common work in the EU neighbourhood. Commissioner Hahn will meet
officials of the US administration including the Senior Advisor to the
President Jared Kushner, the Deputy Assistant to the President and Senior
Director for European and Russian Affairs Fiona Hill, and the U.S. Special
Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker. Commissioner will
discuss with the First Deputy Managing Director of the International Monetary
Fund David Lipton, and the Chief Executive Officer of the World Bank
Kristalina Georgieva, how to enhance the common work between the EU and the
International Financial Institutions. Commissioner Hahn will also participate
in an informal roundtable discussion at the Hudson Institute. Photos and
videos of the visit will be available on EbS. (For more information: Maja
Kocijančič – Tel.: +32 229 86570; Alceo Smerilli – Tel.: +32 229 64887)

 

 

Calendar

Commissioners’ weekly activities

Upcoming events of the European Commission (ex-Top News)

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_STAT-18-583_fr.htm
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/united-states-america/27291/united-states-and-eu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/photo/index.cfm?sitelang=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_CLDR-18-603_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/upcoming-events.htm

