Crucial medical supplies airlifted to
north-east Syria to meet ‘desperate
need’

To bolster childhood vaccination efforts, the airlift contained 140,000
vaccines against polio, tuberculosis, tetanus, hepatitis, and MMR vaccines
for treating measles, mumps, and rubella.

“In addition to strengthening hospitals and health care centres, we are
focusing on supporting the vaccination of children in north-east Syria, where
vaccination coverage rates remain critically low”, Ms. Hoff explained.

The medical aid will be distributed to hospitals and primary health care
centers in the three north-eastern governorates of Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqga and
Deir-ez-Zor.

“The health system in all three governorates has been badly disrupted, and
the situation is compounded by the high numbers of internally displaced
people living in dire conditions in camps and settlements”, she underscored.

The first shipment, on 8 January, contained 20 tonnes of essential medical
provisions.
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United Nations map of Syria, 2012. Click here to enlarge.
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