
COP President Alok Sharma visits
Mexico to promote global climate
action and implementation of the
Glasgow Climate Pact

COP President Alok Sharma met representatives from the federal and state
Mexican government, as well as representatives of civil society,
indigenous peoples and youth

He visited the state of Quintana Roo to hear about sustainable forestry
management from communities and see coastal areas blighted by the brown
algae sargassum

The visit was made to follow up on the agreements made during COP26,
held in Glasgow in November 2021

COP President Alok Sharma visited Mexico from April 24-27 to drive momentum
on delivering commitments made in the Glasgow Climate Pact signed last
November by 196 countries.

On his first visit to the country, the COP26 President participated in
several bilateral meetings in Mexico City focused on climate action issues,
including a push for greater ambition and a net zero commitment.

At the start of the visit, the COP President met representatives of civil
society organisations, youth groups and indigenous peoples who highlighted
their climate change concerns across sectors including forests, energy, and
agriculture.

The COP President also held bilateral Government meetings with Rocío Nahle,
Minister of Energy and Martha Delgado, Undersecretary for Foreign Affairs. He
also met the Mexico City Mobility Secretary, Andres Lajous, during a visit to
the Cablebus, the city’s new low carbon transport system and the Quintana Roo
Secretary of Ecology and Environment, Efrain Villanueva.

Throughout these meetings, Alok Sharma underlined the importance of greater
ambition in Mexico’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and the
potential to achieve a net zero goal as well as the importance of
decarbonising Mexico’s energy mix. Mexico’s perspectives post COP26 and in
preparation for COP27 were also heard.

Mr Sharma participated in a business round table with members of the private
sector in Mexico to discuss the important role business has to play in
delivering the Glasgow Climate Pact and driving ambitious climate action in
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the country.

While in Mexico, Mr Sharma also visited Muyil in the Yucatan peninsula to
meet with indigenous representatives and hear views on nature-based solutions
and community integration in projects in the region.

On his final day he witnessed coastal areas affected by the brown algae
sargassum, considered by experts to be a consequence of rising ocean
temperatures, fertiliser use and deforestation.

During this visit, the COP President took part in a dialogue with the leading
local and federal authorities, including the Mexican Navy tasked with
managing the sargassum crisis in the state.

COP26 President, Alok Sharma, said:

I came to Mexico to speak with my government counterparts, civil
society groups and business who are all so important in turning
climate change commitments into action.

State ministers, parliamentarians and business leaders all
demonstrated their commitment to action in undertaking work to
tackle climate change.

Many countries are already seeing the impact of climate change,
including Mexico.

During my visit to Quintana Roo it was great to see how sustainable
forest management and land restoration are being used to protect
those most vulnerable to climate change.

Pledges made at COP26 in Glasgow must come to life this year.
Mexico has a crucial role in helping to deliver this, both through
net zero commitments and shorter-term emission reduction targets. I
look forward to the UK and Mexico working closely together on this.
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