
Contractor fined after employee run
over by road roller

A road resurfacing company was fined £15,400 after an employee was run over
by a road roller.

Ayr Sherriff Court heard that on 3 November 2015 an employee of Newlay Civil
Engineering Ltd reversed a road roller over the leg of fellow employee,
Thomas Shaw. The incident happened at Knockbreck Road, Straiton in South
Ayrshire, when the road was undergoing re-surfacing work.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that the
vehicle in question was operating without a flashing beacon and the reversing
alarm was not working.

Newlay Civil Engineering Ltd pled guilty to breaching Regulation 5(1) of the
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 and was fined £15,400.

Speaking after the hearing HSE principal inspector, Graeme McMinn said:

“This case highlights the importance of regular pro-active maintenance and
pre-use inspection of work equipment, including flashing beacons and
reversing alarms.

“In this case, Newlay Civil Engineering Ltd failed to effectively maintain
their road roller and it could easily have resulted in a fatality.”

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.
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