
Construction company fined for
breaching work at height regulations

A construction company has been fined after HSE inspectors found unsafe
working at height practises and unsafe crane operations during a routine
inspection.

Kidderminster Magistrates’ Court heard how on 15 October 2019, a routine
inspection in Malvern, Worcestershire, observed a crane in an unsafe position
on the roadside.

The mobile crane was being operated in an unsuitable position, on a slope.
There was not any plan for the lifting operation or a competent lift
supervisor, putting workers and members of the public at risk.

Workers had also installed a temporary platform on scaffolding without any
additional edge protection, as required by the regulations, to prevent a fall
from height.

A Prohibition Notice (PN) was served immediately in response to the work at
height breach and a Notification of Contravention and Improvement Notices
(IN) were served in relation to planning for work at height and planning for
lifting operations.

J F Wright Ltd of Brecon Close, Droitwich, Worcestershire pleaded guilty to
breaching Regulation 4(1) of the Work at Height Regulations 2005 and
Regulation 8(1) of the Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations
1998. They were fined £64,000 and ordered to pay costs of £4,926.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Chris Gregory said: “Although no
incidents took place during the inspection, there was the potential for
serious injuries or fatalities in two different areas of work.

“Those in control of work have a responsibility to ensure that workers are
adequately trained, properly supervised, and work activities are
appropriately planned, managed and monitored.

“HSE will not hesitate to take appropriate enforcement action against those
that fall below the required standards.”

 

Notes to Editors:
1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator for workplace
health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury and ill health through regulatory
actions that range from influencing behaviours across whole industry sectors through to
targeted interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported by globally
recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/
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3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk
4. Further information for planning for construction work at height is available here:
Construction – Assessing all work at height – HSE

The post Construction company fined for breaching work at height regulations
appeared first on HSE Media Centre.
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