Construction company and plastering
firm fined after employee falls from
height

Two companies have been fined after a worker sustained serious injuries by
falling approximately three metres through a hole cut into a floor during the
refurbishment of a property at in Aldeburgh, Suffolk.

Chelmsford Magistrates’ Court heard how on 27 July 2017, an employee was
working as a dry liner for R&B Plastering Limited, who were contracted on the
site to Robert Norman Construction Limited, the Principal Contractor (PC).

The employee was working on the second floor of the property, near to a hole
that had been cut into the floor to facilitate plaster board being passed up
from the level below. The employee fell approximately three metres through
the hole, causing him to sustain fractures to his vertebrae and ribs, and
severe bruising.

He required hospitalisation for nineteen days and had to wear a back brace
for six months. He also suffers ongoing physical and psychological issues as
a result of the incident.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that the hole
was not adequately protected via covering or access. R&B Plastering Limited
had put a risk assessment in place for the work, but it was not adequate, and
was not provided to the PC prior to work commencing.

The PC’s own policy outlined the need to review any sub-contractors’ risk
assessments prior to them starting work; and by failing to follow this policy
the PC missed any opportunity to review R&B Plastering’s risk assessment.

Robert Norman Construction Limited of Framlingham, Suffolk were found guilty
in their absence to breaching Section 2(1) and Section 3(1) of the Health and
Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and have been fined £140,000 and ordered to pay
costs of £8,426.

R&B Plastering Limited of Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk pleaded guilty to
breaching Section 3(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and
have been fined £26,700 and ordered to pay costs of £8,426.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Prentiss Clarke-Jones said: “The
employee’s injuries are life-changing and he could have easily been killed.
The incident could have been avoided if both companies had fully implemented
safe systems of work and identified, during the planning stages, that
materials would need to be safely transported between floors.

“Falls from height remain one of the most common causes of work-related
injuries in this country, and the controls needed to prevent the associated
risks are well known. Dutyholders should follow the guidance on planning
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works to ensure that risks such as this work at height can be eliminated in
the first instance by allowing safe means of access.”

Notes to editors

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator for workplace
health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury and ill health. It does so through
research, information and advice, promoting training; new or revised regulations and codes
of practice, and working with local authority partners by inspection, investigation and
enforcement. hse.gov.uk

2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk

3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk

4. Further guidance can be found:

Managing Health and Safety in Construction: https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/1153.htm
Working at Height — A Brief Guide: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg401.pdf

Preventing injuries during plasterboard handling: http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/cis76.pdf
Preventing falls down internal voids:
http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/lwit/assets/downloads/voids.pdf

The post Construction company and plastering firm fined after employee falls
from height appeared first on HSE Media Centre.
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