
Company fined after worker loses three
fingers

A decorative panel manufacturing company was fined after a worker was injured
when using an industrial saw.

Leeds Magistrates’ Court heard how, on 29 March 2016, an employee of
Laminated Products Limited was working alongside colleagues using a beam saw
to cut sheets of MDF. When he reached into a hole in the fixed guarding,
which he believed was a viewing hole, to clear waste offcuts, his fingers
became trapped under a drive chain and sprocket. As he pulled his hand out,
three fingers were severed.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that, while
suitable guarding was in place on other areas of the machine, the company had
failed to identify the hazard posed by the open hole where access to the
dangerous moving parts was possible.

Laminated Products Limited of Hunt Street, Whitwood Mere, Castleford was
found guilty of breaching Regulation 11 (1) of The Provision and Use of Work
Equipment Regulations 1998 and was fined £45,225 and ordered to pay costs of
£1,612.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Louise Redgrove said: “A worker was
left with permanent injuries as a result of this incident. Injuries which
could have very easily been avoided, had the hole been covered with a fixed
plate.

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
For more information on this, please visit:4.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/toolbox/machinery/safety.htm and
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/wis3.pdf
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