
Company fined after worker has arm
amputated following entanglement in
machine

Agricultural machines manufacturer Superior Machines Ltd was fined for safety
breaches, after a 68-year-old worker suffered life threatening injuries when
he became entangled on a manual lathe.

York Magistrates’ Court heard that on 25 January 2019, the worker became
entangled on either the rotating workpiece or the chuck as it rotated. He
sustained extensive injuries including a punctured lung, broken neck,
fractures to the back, ribs, arm and shoulder blade. He subsequently had his
left arm amputated at the shoulder.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that
machinery standards across the site were poor with many machines unguarded.
Three prohibition and five improvement notices were served. These included
machine guarding, welfare and management issues.

Superior Machines Ltd of Pluckham Farm, Fridaythorpe, Driffield, East Riding
of Yorkshire pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health & Safety
at Work etc Act 1974. The company was fined £60,000 and ordered to pay costs
of £7,618.

Speaking after the hearing, HSE inspector Sarah Taylor said: “Entanglement
incidents on unguarded rotating machinery are far too common.

“The worker’s injuries were life changing and he could have easily been
killed. This serious incident and devastation could have been avoided if
basic safeguards, risk assessments, supervision and instruction had been in
place.”

Notes to Editors:
1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator for workplace
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health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury and ill health through regulatory
actions that range from influencing behaviours across whole industry sectors through to
targeted interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported by globally
recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
2. More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:
www.legislation.gov.uk/
3. HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk[3
4. Please see the link below to the page on HSE’s website that is the best guide to doing it
the right way:
https://www.hse.gov.uk/engineering/index.htm

The post Company fined after worker has arm amputated following entanglement
in machine appeared first on HSE Media Centre.
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