
Company fined after a scaffolder was
injured in fall from height.

A scaffolding company has been sentenced today for safety breaches after a
worker fell approximately four metres while working on a fragile surface.

Hull Crown Court heard how in May 2013 Acorn Scaffolding (Yorkshire) Ltd were
carrying out the erection of scaffolding on a barn at Lockington Grange Farm
Driffield.

The injured worker fell four metres through a fragile roof light on an
asbestos cement sheet roof sustaining several injuries including the
dislocation and fracture of his right wrist, crushed nerves in his left
wrist, broken nose and sprains to his shoulder and ankle.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that Acorn
did not identify that workers were working on a fragile roof so they failed
to put in place any measures to prevent falls through the fragile surfaces.

Acorn Scaffolding (Yorkshire) Ltd of Moxon Way, Moor Lane Trading Estate,
Sherburn in Elmet pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2(1) of the Health and
Safety at Work Act 1974 and has been fined £33,333.33 and ordered to pay
£14,638.40 in costs.

After the hearing, HSE inspector Jayne Towey commented: “Working on a fragile
roof carries a risk of a person falling through it. This is a known risk
within the industry and this accident could have been prevented.

“Such measures would include ensuring that suitable guard rails are erected
to prevent a person accessing the fragile roof area’

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. It aims to reduce work-related death,
injury and ill health. It does so through research, information and
advice, promoting training; new or revised regulations and codes of
practice, and working with local authority partners by inspection,
investigation and enforcement. www.hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
www.legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
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