
Company fined £1 million after two
employees suffer burns

A car and commercial vehicle component manufacturer has been fined after two
employees suffered burns whilst cleaning a distillation tank.

Cheltenham Magistrates’ Court heard how on 11 July 2017 two employees of
Delphi Diesel Systems Limited were burnt when the vapour of a flammable
chemical, which was being used to clean the distillation tank part of a
component washer, ignited and caused an explosion. Both employees suffered
significant burn injuries, with one employee’s injuries being so serious they
could not return to work for over two months.

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) into the incident
at the company’s site in Stonehouse, Gloucestershire found that no risk
assessment had been undertaken for the procedure of cleaning the distillation
tank and that no safe system of work had been put in place. The investigation
also found that planning had been undertaken for the use of the flammable
chemical during the cleaning activity.

Delphi Diesel Systems Limited of Brunel Way, Stroudwater Business Park,
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire has pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2 (1) of
the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. The company has been fined
£1,000,000 and ordered to pay costs of £9,374.

Speaking after the case HSE principal inspector Paul Thompson said “Those in
control of work have a responsibility to devise safe systems of work, and to
provide the necessary information, instruction and training to their workers
in those systems, as well as the substances they use.

“If a suitable safe system of work had been in place prior to the incident,
the injuries suffered by the employees could have been prevented”
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The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. hse.gov.uk[1]

More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/ [2]

HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk[3]3.

The post Company fined £1 million after two employees suffer burns appeared
first on HSE Media Centre.
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