Community testing offer rolled out to
highest risk Tier 2 areas

e Community testing programmes will be offered to worst-affected Tier 2
areas, in addition to Tier 3 areas

e Rapid, regular testing will help drive down transmission rates to help
prevent areas in Tier 2 moving into the toughest restrictions

e London is the latest local authority confirmed to receive enhanced
community testing support

Local authorities in the worst-affected Tier 2 areas, will now be offered
community testing in addition to Tier 3 areas, the government has announced
today.

Building on the existing rollout of rapid testing to all Directors of Public
Health, local authorities who are deemed at high risk of entering Tier 3 will
be invited to submit community testing proposals to help drive down
transmission rates based on their in-depth knowledge of their local
community.

With around 1 in 3 individuals with COVID-19 not displaying symptoms and
potentially infecting people unknowingly, broadening testing to identify
those showing no symptoms will enable positive cases to be found more quickly
and help break chains of transmission.

Tier 3 areas will continue to be prioritised for community testing, with 67
local authorities in Tier 3 having already signed up to the first wave of the
enhanced testing support programme, with more roll outs expected in the new
year. More than 1.5 million tests have already been deployed to Tier 3 local
authorities to start community testing, with testing in Warwickshire,
Darlington and Medway already underway.

Following yesterday'’s announcement of London moving into Tier 3, community
testing initiatives have been rapidly approved for all boroughs to start from
next week, to help stop the spread of the virus.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

We are expanding the community testing offer to Tier 2 areas at
significant risk of moving into Tier 3. Community testing can help
drive down transmission rates in areas subject to the toughest
restrictions, and now these testing programmes can also play a role
in preventing areas from moving into Tier 3.

As many as 1 in 3 people who have the virus don’t show symptoms and
could be spreading the disease without knowing it. Broadening
testing to identify those showing no symptoms will mean finding
positive cases more quickly, and help save lives.
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The sooner we get this virus under control, the sooner we can ease
these restrictions and get back to doing the things we love.

More than 500,000 tests will be immediately deployed to London boroughs with
many more to follow. Community testing initiatives to be rolled out across
London include:

e City of London will prioritise key workers within the Square Mile
including social care, children’s services, courts, schools, libraries
and university staff. In addition to carers, volunteers, and university
students

e Tower Hamlets is focusing testing in harder-to-reach community groups
including multi-generational households.

e Hillingdon will specifically target higher prevalence locations

e Harrow’s plan will include the business community, and general borough-
wide testing

Local authorities can request support for this additional testing and support
capability for an initial 6-week period, enabling them to create a bespoke
testing programme for their community, using a model of local delivery
supported by central resource. Proposals will also be carefully assessed at
both a local and national level to ensure they are appropriate and safe and
learning can be shared across the country.

Read the updated community testing prospectus.

The decision about which Tier 2 local authorities are deemed to be at
significant risk will be made as part of the ongoing review of tiers which
considers a range of epidemiological data, alongside other information.

A continued assessment is being made on which local authorities will begin
community testing, with the criteria being considered detailed in the
Community testing: explainer. Local authorities with rising rates and at
significant risk of entering Tier 3 are encouraged to work with regional
conveners to develop detailed plans for a community testing programme.
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