Christ Church Oxford — mediation
required by charity regulator

Press release

The Charity Commission has told both sides in the dispute to enter talks

The Charity Commission has told both sides in the dispute at Christ Church,
Oxford, to enter into a mediation process.

The Commission is concerned that the very protracted and public dispute
between the College’s governing body and its Dean is damaging to the
reputation of the charity, and affecting its ability to govern itself.

The situation risks harming the reputation of charity more generally, in the
eyes of the public.

Both parties in this dispute have called on the Charity Commission to
intervene further. However, any regulatory intervention can be effective only
if relationships between all parties are stable. The Commission has therefore
today told the parties to the dispute that it expects them to enter into
formal mediation within a limited time frame, with a mediator selected by the
Commission, and without delay.

Helen Stephenson, Charity Commission Chief Executive, said:

It is not our job, as charity regulator, to referee disputes. Our
role is, instead, to ensure that charities are governed
effectively, charitable funds are properly accounted for, and trust
in charity is maintained. In these exceptional circumstances, we
have told the parties to the dispute to enter mediation, without
which it is difficult to resolve issues in the charity in any
reasonable timescale.

The Commission will not comment further on the case until the mediation has
been completed.
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It has also asked both sides to refrain from public, or private, commentary
whilst the mediation process takes place.

Ends.
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