China's first autonomous region marks
70th birthday
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Worshippers pray for good fortune during a grand memorial ritual for the
13th-century great conqueror Genghis Khan at the mausoleum of Genghis Khan
in Ordos, north China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, April 17, 2017.
The annual spring ceremony for Genghis Khan has been practiced for nearly
800 years. Worshippers stepped into the shrine, offering hada, a ceremonial
silk scarf, and tea bricks, among other offerings. Genghis Khan’s relics are
enshrined at the site. [Xinhua]

Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, the first province-level autonomous region
established in China, celebrated its 70th birthday with a gala Monday.

More than 1,000 people dressed in traditional Mongolian costumes performed
dances and Mongolian music on a square in Ulanhot city in the east of the
region, where the regional autonomous government was founded on May 1, 1947.

Inner Mongolia covers an area of 1.18 million sq km, about 12 percent of the
country’s land area. The Mongolian population is 4.6 million, nearly one-
fifth of the region’s total.

Over the past 70 years, the region’s economy has expanded from 537 million
yuan (78 million U.S. dollars) to 1.86 trillion yuan (270 billion dollars),
ranking first among the country’s five autonomous regions. Its foreign trade
volume increased from 11 million dollars to 11.7 billion dollars over the
same period.
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